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INTRODUCTION 

Mark is a compilation of snapshots of Jesus’ life recounted by Peter and written by John Mark. 

These were recorded as Peter would go out to the Diaspora. This is written primarily with the Greek-
speaking Jew in mind. They would have little experience with what the Hebrew Jews have become. 

Mark 8 has two major themes: the first is miracles; the second is Peter. 

Remember, our study in Mark is focused on Christology. We are gathering data so that we can grow in 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

MARK 8:27-30 

The question asked and the answer given here are one of the most critical sections in the Gospel. We know 
this because this conversation is captured in all four Gospels. John’s account might be a different situation, 
but the content still has a very similar confession given by Peter (John 6:66-69). 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke have nearly identical accounts, but Matthew adds Jesus giving a blessing to Peter 
and a statement about the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21 

If we merge these accounts, we have the following rendering: 

And Jesus and His disciples came out into the villages of the region of Caesarea Philippi. 
And it came about that on the way, while He was praying, the disciples were alone with 
Him. And He questioned His disciples, saying to them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 
But answering Him, they said to Him, “Some say John the Baptizer and others say Elijah, 
but others Jeremiah or one of the prophets of old has risen again.” Then He questioned 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to Him, “You are the Christ 
the Son of the living God” Then, rebuking them, he warned them that they should tell no 
one about Him, that He was the Christ.  

In Matthew, I skip verses 17-19 in this study because the content does not assist us in Mark. 

The scenario is set up with Jesus being alone with His disciples, and if John is capturing the same account, 
only the twelve apostles are with Him at that time. 

From Bethsaida to Caesarea Philippi is about 25 miles. That is about an eight-hour walk.  

Caesarea Philippi is named after the Roman emperor Augustus and Herod Philip, the son of Herod the 
Great, who rebuilt the city. It was earlier called Panias, after the shrine of the god Pan located at a spring 
near the city, and before that, it was possibly the Ba’al Hermon mentioned in the Old Testament. 

Notice that Jesus was not headed to the city but to the villages surrounding the city. Along the way, Jesus 
was praying, and His disciples were with Him privately. Did they stop? Was Jesus praying as He was 
walking? The text does not make this clear. Typically, Jesus was secluded and away from the crowds when 
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He prayed. I assume that they stopped somewhere; Jesus went off by Himself, and His apostles were 
permitted to join Him. 

During this time, Jesus asks them to account for the crowds. Whom do the crowds say that Jesus is? The 
apostles then respond that the crowds think that Jesus is John the Baptizer, Elijah, one of the prophets of the 
Hebrew Scriptures risen from the dead. 

This is not the first time that the crowds misidentified Jesus (Mark 6:14-16).  

Jesus then asks His apostles about His true identity. Peter responds, “You are the Christ.” 

The word Christ is a transliteration of “Χριστός christos” which is Greek for “one that is anointed.” The 
word for anointed one in Hebrew is “Messiah.” Many people do not know that Christ and Messiah are 
synonymous, and even more, do not know that the words mean “anointed one.” Some even think that 
Christ is Jesus’ surname. 

Peter’s proclamation that Jesus was the Christ means that Peter was saying that Jesus is the Promised 
One, the promised Messiah from the Hebrew text.  

Other than Mark 1:1, this is the first time Christ is used. In the rest of Mark, Christ is only used 5 times 
(Mark 9:41, 12:35-37, 13:21-23, 14:60-64, 15:29-32). Only in Mark 8 and in Mark 14 do we see a clear 
statement, one from Peter and the other from Jesus Himself, that He is the Christ. 

Jesus was not proclaiming His identity; the works, words, and testimony of John the Baptizer and the 
testimony of the Father (at Jesus’ baptism) is the evidence by which He is called the Christ.  

Why does Jesus not simply say, I am the Christ from the beginning? Humility, testimony about oneself 
is not judicial evidence (John 8:12-14, 5:30-39). 

Peter made a proclamation that was not as obvious as we are able to see. This is why Peter’s words are 
so profound.  

Because Matthew 16:17 – “flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.” 
Peter was not told plainly that Jesus was the Christ, he had figured it out. 

Jesus then warns the apostles not to tell anyone that He is the Christ.  

This is common practice for Jesus. His message was about preparing for the kingdom of God. 
Proclaiming that He was the Christ would have caused the confrontation with the Sanhedrin to come 
sooner than God’s timing. 

MARK 8:31-33 

Jesus then speaks plainly about what He was supposed to do. 

Then, in stunning fashion, Peter rebuked Jesus. After the realization that Jesus was the Messiah, Peter tries 
to tell Jesus that He was not to die. Peter did not understand that Messiah had to first die and then come into 
His glory (Luke 24:21-27, 44-46). 


