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Outline: 

1. Introduction (1-3) 

A. Assurance for believers – called, beloved, kept, mercy, peace, and love (1-2) 

B. Change of theme from common salvation to fighting for the faith (3) 

2. Identification of the enemy (4) 

A. False teachers have slipped in 

B. Irreverent people who change grace to sensuality and deny Jesus Christ 

C. Decree of judgment 

3. God’s judgment exemplified to assure the readers of the future judgment of the irreverent (5-16)  

A. Examples from the history (5-7) 
i.  Destruction of unbelievers in the wilderness (5) 
ii.  Destruction of angels who sinned (6) 
iii.  Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (7) 

B. These false teachers fall into the same category (8) 

C. Example from the angelic conflict (9) 

D. These false teachers do not follow after the example of Michael (10) 

E. More examples from history (11) 
i. Cain 
ii. Balaam 
iii.  Korah 

F. How the false teachers compare (12-13) 

G. Prophetic message of Enoch (14-15) 

H. These false teachers are the epitome of all the errors in history (16) 

4. Contrasting the ones loved with false teachers (17-23) 

A. Remember what the apostles said concerning them (17-19) 

B. You act in a way that is out of love and faith (20-23) 

5. Closing (24-25) 
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Comparison of Jude and 2 Peter: 

The similarities make it impossible to consider this to be a coincidence, and because Jude yields to the 

apostles’ words, there is little doubt that Peter was his primary source. Notice the resemblance between 

Jude and 2 Peter 2. 

2 Peter 2:1 – Jude 4 
2 Peter 2:4 – Jude 6 
2 Peter 2:6 – Jude 7 
2 Peter 2:10 – Jude 8 
2 Peter 2:12 – Jude 10 
2 Peter 2:15 – Jude 11 
2 Peter 2:17 – Jude 13 
2 Peter 3:2 – Jude 17 
2 Peter 3:3 – Jude 18 

It seems to be obvious that Jude is simply 2 Peter reworked, shortened, and personalized by Jude.  

Frederic Gardiner (1854) states that Jude might have been in the habit of hearing Peter teach and adapted 
the information of the apostolic teaching and reiterated the content. I am convinced that this is the most 
likely scenario of why Jude and 2 Peter are so similar. 

Peter’s instruction to his audience it so wait for the Lord. He alludes to the fact that believers must see the 
patience of the Lord as opportunity for unbelievers to believe (2 Peter 3:9, 14-15a) and to realize that false 
teachers twist Scripture to their own destruction (2 Peter 3:15b-16). In conclusion to the problem of false 
teachers, Peter reminds them of the truth (2 Peter 1:12) and tells them to add to their faith and knowledge 
(2 Peter 1:3-10) and to perpetually grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:17-18).  

Jude, however, adds to the prescription. Jude wants them to fight urgently for the faith. This is more than 
a call to be steadfast; this is a call to gain ground, to be on the offensive against the enemies of the faith. 

It is important to note that Jude is not fighting against the world, taking the fight to them. Rather, it is a 
counter strike to the false teachers who have slipped into the body of believers. 

At the end, after you have solidified your doctrinal stances, turn your attention to the false teachers; 
perhaps you can turn from their attempts to mislead and save them from the fire. 

Misconceptions: 

What is the problem in Jude, what is Jude desiring his readers to fight over? Here is a common 
misconception: “Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy. Jude writes that evil works are 
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the evidence of apostasy. He admonishes us to contend for the faith, for there are tares among the wheat. 
False prophets are in the church and the saints are in danger.” 

Theologically, the definition of apostasy is a turning away from the faith.  

The normal parallel passage is 1 Timothy 4:1-6 – The word here is not apostasy but “ἀφίστημι 
aphistēmi,” which means to stand off, withdraw.  

Matthew 24:9-11 – But again, this word is different also. This falling away is “σκανδαλίζω skandalizō” 
which looks like scandal but means cause to sin, entice to sin, to sow distrust.  

The only passage in the NASB that has apostasy is 2 Thessalonians 2:3 – we taught this passage 
understanding this word as “the departure.” 

In most theological circles, the end times is predicated on a large falling away from the faith. The Mormons 
believe that this has already occurred. The Catholics see this as the class of sins for which the church 
imposed perpetual penance and excommunication without hope of pardon, leaving the forgiveness of the 
sin to God alone.  

In most evangelical churches, it is considered to be “a significant falling away from the Christian faith. This 
isn’t a rebellion against the government by unbelievers, this is a rebellion against Christian belief and 
practice, by previously believing and associating people.” 

Even among people who believe in pre-tribulation rapture of the church, it is held that during the great 
tribulation, most of those in Christendom will “fall away” from the pseudo faith they had in Jesus Christ 
and turn to the man of lawlessness. 

There is support for some to withdraw from the faith or cause those who believe to stumble, cause them 
to sin, and there will be a worldwide acceptance of the beast, the man of lawlessness, as deity. I agree that 
many who were in the “Christian Camp” will be on the Antichrist train. But there is a big difference 
between those who believe and fall away and those who never believed and go after another god. 

The main issue is that Jude is seen as the book about the great apostacy. But here is the problem—are the 
ones who slipped into the body deceived believers? There is no indication in the text that these false 
teachers fell away from the faith. False teachers infiltrate a community of believers to deceive them with a 
false message, specifically denying the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is the main misconception with Jude: these false teachers never believed, so how can they fall away 
from that which they never held? False teachers are not apostates. Technically, an apostate is one who is a 
believer who has withdrawn from the truth of God’s word. 

As we move into the text of Jude, we need to put aside any previous knowledge and read the text without 
preconceived notions. Next time, we will begin with the introduction in verses 1-3. 


