
BETH HAVEN CHURCH CONSTITUTION 
 
ARTICLE I 
NAME 
The name of this church shall be Beth Haven Church. 
 
ARTICLE II 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this church is: 
1. To stand unequivocally for the fundamentals of the faith as contained in the 

Holy Scriptures. 
2. To present the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ at home and abroad.  
3. To teach the Holy Scriptures for the edification of those who have believed 

the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4. To do all things in the name of and for the honor and glory of our Lord and 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
ARTICLE III 
DOCTRINE 
1. The Holy Scriptures 

We believe the Bible to be the inspired word of God, inerrant in the original 
documents, and our sole authority for faith and practice (2 Timothy 3:16-17,  
2 Peter 1:20-21). 

2. The Godhead 
We believe there is one God eternally existent in three persons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, with each Person of the Godhead equal in nature and all 
possessing the same attributes and perfections. This is referred to as the Tri-
unity (Deuteronomy 6:4, 2 Corinthians 13:14). 

3. The Person and Work of the Father 
We believe that the Father is the head of the Triune God (2 Corinthians 11:3).  
•His main function is that of Father (John 20:17, 2 Corinthians 11:31, 
Ephesians 1:3, 1 Peter 1:3).  
•He is the Father of all who believe in Jesus through adoption (John 14:6, 
Romans 8:14-16, Galatians 4:4-7).  
•He is the Father of Israel (Exodus 4:22, Isaiah 63:16).  
•He cares for, loves, disciplines, gifts, provides eternal promises, is the 
ultimate authority in all things, and is worthy of all glory (John 10:27-30, 
Ephesians 1:17, Philippians 2:11, James 1:17, Hebrews 12:4-13) 

4. The Person and Work of Christ 
We believe in the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
•became man without ceasing to be God (Matthew 1:23). 
•was born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). 
•shed His own blood for our redemption (Romans 3:23-25). 



•rose bodily from the dead (I Peter 1:3, Romans 4:25). 
•ascended to the Father’s right hand where He now intercedes for believers  
  (Hebrews 1:3, 7:25, Romans 8:32-34). 
•will rapture His church before the Great Tribulation period (I Thessalonians 
  4:13-18, Titus 2:13). 
•will return personally to this earth to establish His kingdom on the earth  
  (Titus 2:13, Matt 24-25, Revelation 19:11-20:6). 

5. The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
We believe that the Holy Spirit 
•convicts of sin, righteousness, and judgment of unbelievers by the message   
of who Jesus is and what He accomplished (John 16:8-11, Acts 2:14-36). 
•makes believers children of God and indwells, seals, regenerates, and 
baptizes each one into the body of Christ the moment they trust Jesus Christ 
as personal Savior (Romans 8:9, I Corinthians 6:19, 12:13, Ephesians 1:13-14, 
Titus 3:5). 
•Indwells and fills making a Godly life possible (Galatians 5:22-23) the 
believer as a deposit for the redemption of the believer’s physical body 
(Ephesians 2:13-14). 

6.  The Depravity of Man 
We believe that all men 
•are sinful and without hostile toward God by nature and by act  
(Romans 3:10, 23, 5:6-10, 12, 18, Ephesians 2:1-3,12). 
•are thus in need of regeneration by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:4-5,  
Titus 3:5). 

7.  Satan and Hell 
We believe that 
•Satan is a person who is the avowed enemy of God and man (I Peter 5:8,  
  Matthew 4:2-11). 
 
•unbelievers, after death, remain in conscious misery until the final White  
  Throne Judgment when they, body and soul and spirit, will be cast into the  
  lake of fire, not to be annihilated, but to be punished with everlasting  
  destruction from the presence of the Lord (Luke 16:19-26, 2 Thessalonians  
  1:8-10, Revelation 20:11-15). 

8. Salvation 
We believe that 
•men all people are justified before God on the single ground of faith in the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ simply by believing in Jesus Christ (John 3:16-18, 
6:28-29, Acts 16:30-31). 
•to believe in Jesus means 

•to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, deity in the flesh, the God who 
came into Creation to save sinners (John 1:1-4, Philippians 2:5-7, 
Colossians 1:15-19, 1 Timothy 1:15). 



•to believe that Jesus died for sins as a sacrificial atonement for all people 
of all time (John 1:29, 1 Corinthians 15:1-3, Colossians 1:20, 1 John 2:2). 
•to believe that Jesus provides eternal life as a free gift based upon His 
work and fidelity (John 5:24, Romans 3:21-26, 4:4-5, Ephesians 1:7, 13,  
2:4-6, Galatians 2:16, Romans 5:1, 9). 

9. The Church 
We believe the church 
•is an organism made up of all believers in this age. 
•is the administration that God uses in this time for the distribution of His 
truth (Eph 3:1-10). 
• may exist in the form of a local group which is organized and is made up of 
believers who are practicing scriptural ordinances and are actively engaged 
in the fulfilling of the Great Commission exists primarily in the form of a local 
group that is organized and is made up of believers who are gathering 
together for the purpose of education, edification, and encouragement to 
continue in truth and good works (Romans 12:1-21, Ephesians 1:22-23; 
Ephesians 2:10, 3:8-10, I Corinthians 12:12-13; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Timothy 3:15, 
Hebrews 10:25, 13:7-17, 2 Peter 3:17-18). 
• exists only in the physical realm and will cease to exist as the 
administration of God at the Rapture which is prior to the Great Tribulation 
and prior to a literal Kingdom of God on Earth through Israel  
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:9, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3). 

10. Israel 
We believe that Israel is the chosen nation of God and is distinct from the 
church. God has set aside the administration of Israel for now but will restore 
Israel to be the Nation through which Jesus Christ will rule all of creation 
(Genesis 12:1-3, Jeremiah 31:1-40, Ezekiel 20:33-34, Isaiah 46:13, Romans 9:1-8, 
11:11-16).  

11. The Eternal Security of Believers 
We believe that all believers are kept secure forever (John 10:27, 30,  
I Corinthians 1:4-8, Hebrews 13:5). 

12. Ordinances 
We recognize that baptism and the Lord’s Supper have been traditionally 
held as ordinances. However, water baptism and the Lord’s supper are 
traditions that underscore the reality of the identity of the believer and 
motivate a believer to remember the Lord’s death. Yet they are not ordinances 
or commands that are required in church practice. The two ordinances that 
are recognized are to believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another (1 John 3:23).  
•baptism by immersion is a scriptural ordinance for believers only, to be  
  administered by the church until the Lord’s return (Acts 16:31-33, 10:48;  
  Matthew 28:19). 
•the Lord’s Supper is a scriptural ordinance to be partaken of by believers  
  who are walking in fellowship with the Lord, as a remembrance of His body  
  and blood, until His return (I Corinthians 11:23-29). 



 
 
13. The Resurrection of the Saved and Lost 

We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; the saved who,  
at death, go immediately into the presence of the Lord, there to await the 
resurrection of their bodies from the grave; the unbeliever to be raised to the 
resurrection of damnation (Philippians 3:21, John 5:28-29,  
I Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

14. The Christian walk is determined by the teaching of passages related to the  
church age. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
GOVERNMENT 
The government of this church, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit and the 
direction of Scripture, is vested in the pastor-teacher and elders whose 
responsibility it is to rule, feed, and protect the flock. 
By-laws may be established by the pastor-teacher, elders, and legal statutes as 
the need arises. 
 
ARTICLE V 
MEMBERSHIP 
1. Every member must believe that men are justified on the single ground of  

faith alone in Christ alone. 
2. One becomes a member by written assent to this constitution, filed with  

Beth Haven Church. 
3. Voting members will be those members who are at least 19 years old and  

attend Beth Haven Church regularly (as determined by the elders). 
 
ARTICLE VI 
OFFICERS 
Officers must be voting members of Beth Haven Church and shall consist of the 
pastor-teacher, elders, and deacons. The qualifications for these officers are 
defined in I Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:5-9. In addition to being qualified as an 
elder, the pastor-teacher must also exhibit the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher 
(Ephesians 4:11-13) and must exercise this gift the head teaching elder must lead 
and teach pursuant to Article III paragraph 1 through diligent study of the 
Scriptures in the original languages (Nehemiah 8:8), with regular, sound 
expository teaching of the Word (II Timothy 4:1-5), and guarding the Truth 
(Titus 1:9). 
1. Should the office of pastor-teacher be vacant,  
 a. First, the elders will recommend a candidate who fulfills the criteria stated  

in this  constitution.  
 b. Second, an election for the pastor-teacher candidate will be announced to  

the voting membership with at least two weeks’ notice.  



 c. Third, the prospective candidate will be presented to the voting  
membership for discussion and approval vote, requiring a two-thirds  
majority of those present. 

 d. Fourth, the candidate will thereby be referred to the elders for final  
consideration and approval. 

2. Elders are to be appointed with the unanimous approval of the present board  
of elders, having been presented to that board of elders by either the pastor- 
teacher or one of the members of that board. These candidates may be 
presented as needs arise and as various men exhibit that the Holy Spirit has 
placed them in this capacity (Acts 14:23, 20:28, Titus 1:5). 

3. Deacons are to be selected as needed by a simple majority vote of the  
members present at a congregational meeting (Acts 6:1-6). 

4. Other areas of responsibility that arise should be met with proper and  
adequate organization and job description at the time the need arises. This  
should be the result of careful thought by the pastor-teacher and elders in  
connection with all members of the church. No office shall be initiated or 
maintained unless it contributes directly to the purpose stated in Article II. 

5. If the qualifications of the office, as outlined above, are not fulfilled, removal  
from the office of pastor-teacher, elder, or deacon can be accomplished by a  
two-thirds majority of the elders (I Timothy 5:17-25). 
 

ARTICLE VII 
CORPORATE OFFICERS 
1. Corporate officers of the church are responsible to the federal, state, county,  

and municipal governments for compliance with existing laws, as corporate  
representatives of the church.  The corporate officers are responsible to the  
church for all corporate and legal matters of the church, including holding 
titles to the properties of the church. 

2. The corporate officers shall be elected by the membership (by a simple  
majority of members present) for an indefinite term. Dismissal or change of  
corporate officers may be accomplished by a simple majority of the members  
present at a congregational meeting. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
MEETINGS 
1. The fiscal year of the church shall end on the thirtieth day of September each  

year. The annual meeting of the membership shall be held by October 31 each  
year. The meeting shall be announced to the congregation two (2) weeks in 
advance. 

2. Any other congregational meeting must be announced to the congregation at  
least one week in advance. 
 

 
 



ARTICLE IX 
FINANCES 
1. The finances of the church are to be supplied by believers through scriptural  

means (I Corinthians 16:1-2, II Corinthians 8-9). 
2. Believers are scripturally instructed to give cheerfully and out of love for God  

(II Corinthians 9:7); any means that applies pressure is not to be used.  
Members are not to be asked to sign pledge cards. Individual solicitation of  
money is not permitted, nor is any other procedure that would interfere with  
voluntary giving (I Corinthians 8:3-4). 
 

ARTICLE X 
AMENDMENTS 
This Constitution may be added to or amended at any regular or special meeting 
of the congregation, provided there is unanimous approval by the elders and 
written notice of such desire to add to or amend shall be presented to the 
membership at least one week before the date at which time the vote is to be 
taken. A two-thirds majority of voting members present shall be necessary for 
the adoption of any amendment or addition to this constitution. 


