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Introduction 

Obadiah is a very short book. This book is a proclamation of judgment against Edom but has prophetic 
significance to Israel and all the nations in the day of the Lord.  

Concerning Edom  

What do the Hebrew Scriptures tell us about Edom? 

Genesis 36:1, 6-8, 19, 31, 43 

Deuteronomy 23:7, 2:1-6 

Under David, Edom became servants of David and Israel (2 Samuel 8:14; 1 Kings 9:26). Edom served 
Israel for many generations and even received miraculous water from Elisha in 2 Kings 3. 

Eventually, Edom rebelled against Judah while Joram II reigned in Judah. 

Historical Background 

The name Obadiah (Servant of Jehovah) was very popular in Israel. The name is used 20 times in the 
Old Testament and may refer to 10-13 different people. Which one is the Obadiah of this book? We 
really have no idea. The Obadiah who wrote the book may not be any of those mentioned in the 
narrative. Obadiah seems to be a prophet to Judah since he doesn’t mention the northern tribes.  

Remember that Edomites are the descendants of Esau. As a nation, they were the brothers of Israel, and 
it was prophesied that Edom would serve Israel. Eventually, Edom would rebel and be the object of 
God’s judgment. 

Timeline - The book was probably written sometime after Edom rebelled against Judah, allying with 
Israel’s enemies (2 Kings 8:20-22; 2 Chronicles 21:9-10), about 845 BC. Edom became a vassal of 
Assyria in 790 BC. They were nearly wiped out by Amaziah in 735 BC, and they became 
inconsequential. In 553 BC, they were pushed out of their land by Babylon and settled in the Negev. In 
125 BC, Edom was fully destroyed and all Edomites either were integrated into Israel or wandered off 
into obscurity. Today, Edom is not a nation and there are no recognized Edomites today. 

The Book of Obadiah is written as a pronouncement of judgment against Edom. Because they are 
referred to as thinking they are powerful, most believe this book was written early and not after its many 
defeats. The only time Edom would have been powerful and rich occurred in the early stages of the 
rebellion in 845 BC. Therefore, most believe it was written between 845 and 800 BC. 

Content of the Book 

The first 14 verses follow the typical prophet format with the identification of the offense and the 
announcement of judgment. 

Verses 1-2 begin the judgment. 

Verses 3-14 provide additional details and reasons for the judgment. 
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• Because of arrogance 

• Edom will be left with nothing 

• All allies of Edom will turn against Edom and be a tool to destroy them (this is with respect to 
the rebellion against Israel) 

• Because of violence and rebellion against (Jacob) Israel 

• They were gloating and plundering in Israel when God brought judgment against them. 

The last third of the book (vs. 15-21), compares and contrasts Edom with all the nations with a reference 
to the day of the Lord  

Most Prominent Section 

For us, the most prominent section is verses 15-21 – the day of the Lord is a recognizable phrase.   

When will Obadiah’s prophecy be fulfilled? The day of the Lord is not mentioned until verse 15, “For the day 
of the Lord draws near on all the nations. As you have done, it will be done to you.  Your dealings will return 
on your own head.” The passage clearly says it will be fulfilled when “the day of the Lord draws near on all the 
nations.” Such an event is clearly scheduled to occur at the same time when Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, 
and others indicate that the nations will be judged at the end of the tribulation. This later prophecy speaks of 
when the Lord will return to judge all of Israel’s enemies and establish His Kingdom. 

But the previous prophecy, vs. 1-14, appears to have been accomplished in 735 BC, 553 BC, and 125 BC. 
Although there were prominent Edomites (Herod the Great), they were not a nation after 125 BC. Eventually, 
every trace of Edom has gone into obscurity. 

In the section that is still prophetic to this day, we have information that will have a great impact on all the 
rebellious nations. This prophecy is given after Edom rebelled and Judah is in distress. The proclamation of 
Edom’s demise and all rebellious nations is comforting to the readers as they realize that God will fulfill His 
promises to Israel and Judah. 

Messianism Observations 

1. This prophecy concerns the coming kingdom.  

2. All the nations will suffer the same fate as Edom. 

3. Mercy is extended to the nations as some will come to Zion and escape. 

4. The return will be that Judah will have all its possessions. 

5. Edom will be nothing, but all of Judah will fully possess the land. 

6. The kingdom will be the Lord’s – This is a direct reference to Jesus the Messiah. 

 


