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REVIEW 

Mark is “the good news (gospel) of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” As Luther said, this is the topic of the 
entire account of the life of Jesus Christ. 

The message of the Messiah in Mark is the good news to national Israel about the Kingdom of God to 
Hellenistic (Greek-speaking) Jews in the Diaspora so that they would have a record of the words and works 
of Jesus the Messiah. 

Mark 1 introduces Jesus in His authority over illness and demons. 

Mark 2 transitions into Jesus having authority over sin, the Law, and the sabbath. 

Mark 3 Jesus begins to expand His ministry and opposition grows. 

Mark 4:1-34 Jesus teaches in parables. 

The primary reason Jesus used parables is to fulfill prophecy (Matthew 13:35). 
Secondly, Jesus speaks in parables to demonstrate that those who are not seeking Jesus will not 
understand His words (Mark 4:10-12) 
The third is to demonstrate the grace of God to the disciples as Jesus explains the deeper things of God 
(Mark 4:33-34). 
Finally, Jesus uses parables as memorable stories to teach vital truth. 

Mark really truncates the parables into a few examples. We have much to say about parables, but 
that will be covered on Wednesday during our Matthew study. As a preview, let us look at the 
categories of the parables. All the parables are given in reference to the Kingdom. 

I. Kingdom Revelation Parables 
II. Grace Parables (Lost Parables) 
III. Forgiveness Parables 
IV. Self-Righteousness Parables 
V. Stewardship Parables 
VI. Preparedness Parables 

Now in Mark 4, we have an account of Jesus demonstrating His authority over nature. 

MARK CHAPTER 4:35-41 

Jesus purposes to cross the sea to get to the Gerasenes (Mark 5:1). This is the region where the city is called 
Gadara and the people of that city are called the Gadarenes (Matthew 8:28). 

When we compare the account to Matthew 8, we notice that it was not just one boat that sailed with Jesus’ 
disciples but other boats as well. These ships were usually capable of holding 15-20 people and a significant 
number of fish. The boats would range from 20-30 feet with most being about 27 feet in length. This would 
have meant that the stern was about 20 feet, and the cargo could have been 12-15 feet deep.  
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This sailboat also had a stern which was probably a small cabin (Mark 4:38). Paintings that depict them in a 
small boat with Jesus sleeping on the bow are not accurate. At least three ships were sailing to the other side 
of the sea with Jesus. 

The disciples’ concern is striking. This would have been a substantial ship, enough to withstand rough seas. 
Many of the disciples were accomplished fishermen, and their task was to be on boats on the sea of Galilee. 
They would have seen the storm coming, taken necessary precautions, and known how to properly weather 
the storm. But the depiction is that they thought they would die from this storm.  

Mark 4:37 – A fierce gale came upon the boat. The wind-driven waves were crashing over the stern and 
filling up the boat with water. These seasoned men were scared to death. The situation, if not for Whom 
they were with, was indeed deadly. As they battle the storm and attempt to keep the boat above the water, 
Jesus is in the cabin asleep. 

They came to Jesus, woke Him up, and asked Him a question. This is where we have three different 
statements recorded. In Matthew, it states, “Save us, Lord, we are perishing.” Luke 8:24 records, “Master, 
Master we are perishing.” Here in Mark, the disciples say, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 

All three statements were undoubtedly made, but Peter’s recounting of the situation was more emotionally 
charged. The word care is “μέλει melei” and means to be concerned. The statement is very peculiar because 
it is recalled in hindsight. I can imagine Peter, when recalling these events, having trouble imagining that he 
asked this of Jesus.        

This is a plea for physical deliverance and not a spiritual concern. Then Jesus gets up, rebukes the sea, and 
immediately the wind and the sea became perfectly still, “μέγας megas” calm. Jesus calls them “men of little 
faith,” (Matthew 8:26) or says that they have “no faith” (Mark 4:35) or “where is your faith?” (Luke 8:25). 

Remember that the descriptors of faith are not qualitative they are quantitative. There is nothing in the text 
that suggests that faith is different based on how good someone’s faith is, better/worse faith. It is always in 
terms of great faith or little faith, your faith or the faith. Furthermore, this was not a confidence issue; this is 
not an emotional issue; this is a content issue. After everything they have seen, they should have understood 
who Jesus is.  

In Psalm 107:23-31, we see that YHWH has control over the wind and the seas. They did not understand the 
truth that Jesus was YHWH in the flesh, nor did they understand that, since He was YHWH in the flesh, 
they should have just asked Him to calm the storm in belief, fully aware that He could.  

However, they responded in amazement and asked, “Who, then, is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 
Him?” 

Instead of Jesus talking to the disciples and telling them about His identity, Jesus lets them experience the 
reality of His identity. 

Christology 

Jesus is the Messiah. He demonstrated His authority, His ability, and His mystery. Then, in Mark 4, Jesus 
demonstrated His authority over nature, proving that He is the God of creation. 


