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Introduction: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles; Matthew is not written to the church; Matthew is written to Israel. 

Chapters 8-9 are a collection of works that Jesus did. They are not in chronological order, and they do not 
rise in intensity. Rather these are a collection that demonstrates a variety of miracles, statements, and other 
actions that demonstrate Jesus as Messiah (Matthew 8:27, 9:33, 35). 

Matthew 8:1-22 – Review 

In the first half of Matthew 8, Matthew records some of the most significant acts by Jesus. Cleansing a leper 
had never been observed except for one miracle in the Hebrew Scripture. This miracle alone should have 
caused the Jews to consider Jesus as Messiah.  

Jesus marvels at a centurion’s understanding of His identity, authority, and ability and concludes by healing 
the centurion’s servant without touching or even seeing the person who was in need. 

Jesus taking away infirmities and diseases reflects the Messianic prophecy from Isaiah 53 and a preview of 
the kingdom promises to Israel. In the millennial, Messianic reign, as seen in the prophets of the Hebrew 
Scriptures and what is prophesied later in Matthew as well as Revelation, diseases are not present in Israel, 
and Satan with his forces are locked up for 1,000 years. 

Jesus doing these miracles and casting out demons is a precursor to the promises that the Messiah will bring 
when He comes in His glory.  

This is about the discipleship of the Jews in Israel during the 1st Century. The religious and political 
persecution was a very real threat and following Jesus had inherent danger and difficulty. This is not about 
discipleship during the church administration. It is possible that learning about Jesus, proclaiming Jesus, and 
living a life like Jesus can result in persecution and difficulty, but this is not always the case. 

Matthew 8:23-27 – Men of Little Faith or What Kind of Man is This 

This boat trip was not a pleasure cruise but a plan to cross the sea to get to the Gadarenes (vs. 28). 

The account is very straightforward: Jesus and the disciples got in a boat. A storm arises so that the sea is 
covering the boat. 

The boat was not a dinghy. This was a boat that held 15-20 people and a significant number of fish. The 
boats would range from 20-30 feet with most being about 27 feet in length and some as large as 50 feet. 
What size is the boat in Matthew 8? This was a sailboat, large enough to hold the disciples and a place 
for Jesus to sleep in the stern, which was probably a small cabin (Mark 4:38). Paintings that depict them 
in a small boat with Jesus sleeping on the bow are not accurate. This would have been a substantial ship, 
enough to withstand rough seas. 

The concern of the disciples is striking. Many of the disciples were accomplished fishermen and their task 
was to be on boats on the sea of Galilee. They would have seen the storm coming, taken necessary 
precautions, and known how to properly weather the storm. But the depiction is that they thought they 
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would die from this storm. Matthew states that the ship was being covered by the waves; Mark states that 
the waves beat up against the boat and that the boat was being swamped filling the boat with water (Mark 
4:37), and Luke called it a fierce gale (Luke 8:23). These seasoned men were scared to death, yet Jesus was 
sleeping in the stern of the ship. 

They came to Jesus, woke him up, and said, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!” The analysis of this verse 
often goes too far. It is the words “σῴζω sōzō” and “κύριος kurios” that cause this over-analyzing, and even 
the word for perishing, “ἀπόλλυμι apollymi,” is present and all of these words are often associated with a 
spiritual condition and spiritual deliverance. When compared to John 3:16-17 and Acts 16:30-31, some 
believe that the disciples who are faced with death are finally calling out to Jesus for spiritual salvation.   

“Their petition is, Lord, save us. They believed he could save them; they begged he would, Christ's 
errand into the world was to save, but those only shall be saved that call on the name of the Lord. 
Observe, They call him, Lord, and then pray, Save us. Note, Christ will save none but those that are 
willing to take him for their Lord; for he is a Prince and a Saviour.” ~ Matthew Henry 

This is a cry for physical deliverance, not spiritual salvation. I find these commentaries confusing. They 
state that the disciples are crying out in faith to the Savior for eternal salvation, yet when Jesus speaks, He 
calls them “men of little faith,” or that they have “no faith” (Mark 4:35), or “where is your faith?” (Luke 
8:25). 

Remember that the descriptors of faith are not qualitative, they are quantitative. Furthermore, this was 
not a confidence issue; this is not an emotional issue; this is a content issue. After everything they had 
seen, they should have understood who Jesus is. Instead of talking to the disciples and telling them who 
He is, Jesus lets them experience the reality of Jesus’ identity. 

In Matthew, this account follows and contrasts that of the centurion who knew who Jesus is, of His authority 
and His ability. The disciples obviously believed that He was Messiah, had the ability over demons, and 
could heal people, but this was something even greater than that power. The ability to control the elements 
was never attributed to the prophets. The waters and the rain obeyed God as the prophets prayed or acted in 
accordance with the instructions of Jehovah. But Jesus does not pray; He Himself rebukes the wind and the 
sea. This miracle places Jesus on par with Jehovah. 

Psalm 107:23-31 

Matthew 8:28-34 – Jesus in the Country of the Gadarenes 

Here, Jesus arrives at His destination, the country of the Gadarenes. The country of the Gadarenes was on 
the east side of the Sea of Galilee. This area was heavily populated by Gentiles. The city of Gadara was the 
capital of the Decapolis area, a region containing ten cities.  

As the account progresses, two demon-possessed men met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. 
These men were beyond control, and they were obviously violent to those who crossed by.  

They cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God?” The demons knew who 
they were dwelling with, contrasting with the disciples again. To be the Son of God is to be equal to God on 
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the principle that a son shares the same essence as his father. The demons knew that Jesus shared the 
essence of God as the Son. They obviously did not like meeting Him. They ask him, “Have You come here 
to torment us before the time?” This had to do with the Son of God assigning them to torment. It is 
interesting to note that the demons were well aware of the fact that their future was one of torment, but they 
thought they still had some time to cause chaos. When is the time of their torment? The demons will be 
locked away during the entire 1,000-year time frame of the kingdom (Rev 20:1-3, 7). After the thousand 
years, they will be released to deceive the nations and then cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10).  

The presence of many swine is further indication that this was Gentile territory, since pigs were unclean, 
and the Jewish leaders were quite particular about such flagrant violations. Jesus, having not yet spoken a 
word to them, is addressed again in verse 31. The demons began to entreat Him, an imperfect tense; they 
were saying over and over, “If You are going to cast us out.” The “if clause” is a 1st class condition, 
meaning they assumed that was true and understood that Jesus was there to cast out the demons.  

The account takes an unusual turn as if it were not fantastical already. “Cast us into the herd of swine.” The 
request is granted, and they subsequently cause the pigs to die in the sea. Why, why, why? We don’t know. 

Demonic activity was high during the activity of God on earth. The reason that demonic activity was 
permitted to converge with man is that it allowed both Jesus and the apostles to demonstrate that they have 
the authority of God over the demons.  

The herdsmen, however, made much of the material loss. They ran away, went to the city, and reported 
everything, including what had happened to the demoniacs. The implication in the grammar is that their 
primary report was the economic loss, and the secondary was what happened to the demoniacs.  

Consequently, in verse 34, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they implored 
Him to leave their region. Their negative response to Jesus speaks loud and clear; the inhabitants of the city 
were more concerned with the economic loss Jesus had brought to their region than the release of those in 
their region from demonic possession. They had more interest in material wealth than the identity, authority, 
and ability of the One who cast out the demons. 

Matthew is only concerned with demonstrating that Jesus is the Messiah and concludes the account here, but 
we have a little more information in Mark 5 and Luke 8. The men wanted to go with Jesus, but He told 
them, “Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He 
had mercy on you.” Then they went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had 
done for them, and everyone was amazed.  

Jesus was taking the message to the entire area, even areas that were off-limits to good Jewish boys. His 
reputation continues to spread, and the activity of Jesus demonstrates that He is Messiah. 

 


