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Introduction: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles; Matthew is not written to the church; Matthew is written to Israel. 

Chapters 8-9 are a collection of works that Jesus did. They are not in chronological order, and they do not 
rise in intensity. Rather these are a collection of miracles, statements, and other actions that cover all that 
was necessary to demonstrate Jesus as Messiah (Matthew 8:27, 9:33, 35). 

Matthew 8:1-4 – Jesus Cleanses a “Leper” 

Leprosy in Israel was more than a skin disease; it was a physical indicator of a sin issue. Jesus deals with a 
person who has both realized who Jesus is and that his leprosy is a marker of sin. Jesus making him clean 
removes the marker of sin.  

Leprosy is not self-resolved. The Jew understood that only God healed, and true leprosy was not typically 
cleansed in the Hebrew Scripture (Luke 4:27). This infection being cleansed should have been a marker of a 
prophet or the Prophet to the Jewish leaders.   

Why the instruction to not tell anyone?  

1. To prevent the Jews from acting upon their false expectations about the Messiah 
2. To prevent premature opposition from the leaders in Israel and Rome. 

Matthew 8:5-13 – Such Great Faith (Luke 7:1-10) 

Two points are evident in this passage. First, the faith of the centurion is on display of which Jesus says 
something difficult to understand. Second, Jesus heals someone with a word without seeing the person. 

Verses 5-10, 13 – Capernaum was Jesus’ hometown and is where a centurion came to Him. 

A centurion is a leader of up to 100 soldiers and is very well paid. Capernaum was a customs post and 
there would have been a centurion with 70-100 soldiers under him to maintain peace and enforce Roman 
Law. This centurion would have been well known in the area and probably one of the wealthiest persons 
in the region. 

Luke 7:1-10 – This account gives us a few more insights.  

1. Jewish leadership initially came to Jesus concerning the centurion’s request 
2. The Jewish leaders implore Jesus because this centurion is worthy 

a. He loves Israel 
b. He built the synagogue in Capernaum 

3. The centurion sent an emissary with a message for Jesus 
4. The messengers presented the wishes of the centurion to Jesus 

To have a representative speak on your behalf was the same as if you were speaking.  

Who is the centurion? He was a God-fearer (a Gentile who believes in YHWH) and he understood who 
Jesus is. The first two accounts in Matthew demonstrate two unclean people who understand who Jesus 
is and Jesus heals them, displaying their faith for the Jews to see. 
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The word for servant is “pais” and is translated as child (possibly a young servant). One commentator 
suggests that this is a child from a concubine, but there is no evidence for that. What we know is that the 
centurion cared about this individual greatly, to the point that he stays by his side while his emissary 
talks with Jesus. 

The centurion’s statement shows his tremendous understanding: 

1. The centurion is humble toward Jesus (displaying an understanding of Jesus identity) 
2. He asks Him to just speak the word (displaying an understanding of Jesus’ authority) 
3. And says, “You can heal my servant” (displaying an understanding of Jesus ability) 

Jesus responds by saying, “I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.” What does this 
mean? Jesus does not say this man believes better; He does not say that his belief is genuine; he says that 
his faith was great. 

Great is “τοσοῦτος tosoutos,” an adjective indicating a large quantity. In this context, this is not 
qualitative, not quantitative (Matthew 15:33; John 12:37). 

Faith often has an adjective or is spoken of in terms of quantity (Matthew 17:20; Luke 17:6; 
Matthew 14:28-33, 16:5-12). 

What does it mean that the centurion has great, a large amount, of faith? It means that he has an 
understanding that surpasses those in Israel. This centurion knows who Jesus is, knows His 
authority, and knows His ability.  

This has resulted in his humility and his amazing request, 

After a difficult word, Jesus simply states that the request is granted, and it is. He does not have to see the 
servant to direct His power toward him. He is the Messiah, and He does not need to see, touch, or even 
speak to perform the miracle.  

Jesus then uses the opportunity to explain something to His disciples and the crowd, including the Jewish 
leaders who were escorting Jesus to the centurion’s house.  

“Many will come from the east and west to recline with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven.” The verb to recline in verse 11 suggests a feast, a term often used by the Jews to characterize 
the promised blessings of the prophesied kingdom. The Messianic kingdom banquet is a time of great 
joy and peace. This kingdom was covenanted to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their descendants 
(physical). One cannot claim to be a Jew without being a descendent of these three men. Gentiles cannot 
claim this genealogy. Gentiles can partake in the kingdom by having a faith like the centurion. 

Cast out into the outer darkness. What does this expression mean? It means kingdom exclusion. Those 
who are excluded from the kingdom. Where is this place? Sheol. In that place, there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
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Possible interpretations of outer darkness: 

1. For the unregenerate: the body goes to the grave, and the spirit goes to hades to wait for the 
resurrection of the body at the close of the Millennium (Luke 16:23). Hades stands in contrast to 
heaven (Matt. 11:23; Luke 10:15) as a fiery place where there is no light at all and where there is 
weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 13:40–42; 22:13), a place of eternal torment (Mark 9:43–
48). ~ Charles Ryrie 

2. Those who repent and propose to be subjects of the Messianic reign must become righteous in 
character and life or they cannot enjoy its benefits. It is not enough for a man to place himself in 
outward relation to the kingdom; he must also develop the corresponding character and conduct. 
Those who accept God's bounty in the gospel, the salvation that is not by works but according to 
his mercy, must "be careful to maintain good works"; otherwise they insult God, and disgrace the 
feast of salvation, and will not be allowed to share it—yea, will be severely punished. ~ John 
Broadus 

3. “Darkness” (skotos) can simply refer to physical darkness (Luke 23:44-45). The notion of 
“judgment in the lake of fire” is not part of the semantic value of the word. To read this idea into 
it is again to commit the illegitimate identity transfer. It does sometimes refer to the judgment of 
the lake of fire, but only when associated with the “furnace of fire,” but, it is associated with the 
relative darkness outside of a banquet hall. Presumably, in the story this is a local area 
immediately outside the banquet hall. The phrase is a metaphor for an experience of exclusion 
from the joy. If it has a spatial inference, it refers to a region in the New Jerusalem in heaven 
which is outside the banquet hall where the wedding festivities occur. This does not mean they 
are the “edge of the kingdom,” but they are outside the celebration…Those Christians who do 
not possess the garment of righteous acts, who lack wedding garments at the wedding banquet, 
will not only be excluded from the joy of the banquet but will also experience profound regret, 
“wailing and gnashing of teeth.” ~ Jody Dillow 
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Observations 

1. Various passages have the same language but with some differences 
2. All these references, directly or implied, concern the Messianic reign. 
3. All the people involved are human. 
4. Parables do not supersede clear teaching passages. 
5. Neither the church nor the age where the church is present is unveiled in the Gospels. 
6. The spiritual position before God is not mentioned in these passages. 
7. Regardless of the terminology, the acts by God or the king are punitive. 
8. We know that there is no condemnation to those who are in Jesus (Romans 8:1). 
9. Spiritually, there is no fear when we see Jesus; these passages are designed to cause fear. 
10.  These passages must not refer to those in Christ as the church or promote the teaching to cause 

fear to live a “good Christian life.” 

Conclusion 

1. Grace teaches us of the sufficient sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2. Grace teaches us about our numerous spiritual blessings and acceptance by God as a result of our 

position in, and identity with, Jesus Christ. 
3. Grace teaches us about our union with Christ and His victory over sin. 
4. Grace is our motivation to train us to deny ungodliness and perform good works. 
5. Grace teaches us that each and every sin is paid for and that all sin is forgiven at the cross for all 

who believe in Him 
6. What sin is left to be paid for those in Christ Jesus? 
7. Kingdom passages can seem to contradict these passages, but we must always remember that this 

is not about the righteousness of God or the gift of admittance into heaven or the eternal 
punishment of hell.  

 


