
Matthew Chapter 8-9 – Jesus Demonstrates His Messiahship 
“Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel” 

Book	of	Matthew	–	031	 Beth	Haven	Church	 2022	 1	

Introduction: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles; Matthew is not written to the church; Matthew is written to Israel. The 
focus of Matthew is to demonstrate that Jesus is the Messiah. The Sermon on the Mount demonstrates that 
He is the Messiah through His teaching and proper understanding of the Law, “for He was teaching them as 
one having authority, and not as their scribes (Matthew 7:29).” 

Chapters 8-9 are a collection of works that Jesus did. They are not in chronological order, and they do not 
rise in intensity. Rather these are a collection that demonstrates a variety of miracles, statements, and other 
actions that cover all that was necessary to demonstrate Jesus as Messiah (Matthew 8:27, 9:33, 35). 

Matthew 8-9 – Overview 

Jesus heals a “leprous” man 
Jesus heals a paralytic with a word 
Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law from a fever 

Jesus challenges the disciples 
Jesus calms the wind and sea 
Jesus demonstrates power over demons 
Jesus forgives sins and heals 

Jesus challenges the Pharisees’ lack of compassion (eating with tax collectors and sinners) 
Jesus demonstrates the purpose of fasting and clarifies His identity 
Jesus heals a woman with a “hemorrhage” for 12 years 
Jesus resuscitates a dead girl 
Jesus heals two blind men 
Jesus heals and cleanses a mute man who was possessed by demons 

In these two chapters (72 verses), we have 11 actions that Jesus did, and when seen collectively, they clearly 
demonstrate that He is the Promised One (Luke 7:18-22). 

Chronological Nature 

The conjunction “when” in the text is either “de” or “kai.” Both are words that advance the narrative but are 
not a marker of direct chronology.  

Luke, being the standard of chronology, tells us that Peter’s mother-in-law was healed (8:14-15) in Luke 4 
and the leper was cleansed (8:1-4) in Luke 5. Then the centurion’s interaction (8:5-13) is in Luke 7. 

Therefore, we can determine that these accounts in Matthew are not in chronological order. So why is 
cleansing the leper first? 
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Matthew 8:1-4 – Jesus Cleanses a “Leper” 

Verse 1 indicates that the account progresses after He comes down the mountain, but the crowds were 
continuing to follow Him (4:23-25). 

Leprosy is “λεπρός lepros.” Whenever we have a transliteration, we must make sure we know the definition 
of the Greek word.  

Leprosy today is known as Hansen’s disease and is a bacterial infection (Mycobacterium Leprae). This 
infection not only affects the skin but also causes nerve damage.  

Symptoms include a runny nose, dry scalp, eye problems, skin lesions, muscle weakness, reddish skin 
smooth, shiny, diffuse thickening of facial skin, ear, and hand, loss of sensation in fingers and toes, 
thickening of peripheral nerves, and a flat nose. 

Worldwide, there were over 127,000 cases in 2020 with nearly 20,000 in the Americas. But most cases 
were in Southeast Asia. Today, this is curable in 6-12 months with a variety of medicines. 

Is this the leprosy of the Bible? 

The Hebrew words for “leprous” mean a skin rash or disease.  

Exodus 4:6, Numbers 12:10 – White seems to be a marker 

  Leviticus 13 details the prognosis of “leprosy.”   

Leviticus 14 details the sacrifices for the one who has been cleansed of this skin rash. There is little 
doubt that this skin rash and infection is bacterial, based upon the details in Leviticus. But based upon 
the sacrifices and cleansing, the infection was a physical indicator of a sin issue. 

In verses 2-4, we see Jesus dealing with a person who has both realized who Jesus is and that his leprosy is a 
marker of sin. Jesus making him clean removes the marker of sin. Instead of simply making him clean, the 
leper was to go to the priests and perform the sacrifices as a testimony to them.  

This testimony was that God has removed leprosy and that the Law is being followed. In Israel, even 
after being pronounced clean, sacrifices had to be made.  

Leprosy is not self-resolved. The Jew understood that only God healed, and true leprosy was not 
typically cleansed in the Hebrew Scripture (Luke 4:27). This infection being cleansed should have been 
a marker of a prophet or the Prophet to the Jewish leaders.   

Why was he given the instruction not to tell anyone? In this text, this is not a command not to testify of the 
cleansing but to follow the Law straight away. Later in Matthew and in other texts, a similar command is 
given (Matthew 16:13-20, 17:1-9; Luke 8:52-56). 

Why? Mark 1:45; Luke 5:15; John 6:14-16 

1. To prevent the Jews from acting upon their false expectations about the Messiah 
2. To prevent premature opposition from the leaders in Israel and Rome. 


