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THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST 

The life of Jesus Christ is captured in four books called the Four Gospels. The life of Christ is not complete 
without an examination of all four books. However, the basic content of the life of Jesus can be seen in each 
of the four accounts. 

It was considered to go through the life of Christ chronologically in consideration of all four books, but 
since we are going through Matthew verse-by-verse on Wednesday, we decided that a summary approach to 
the life of Christ is appropriate. Mark, therefore, is the choice since it is a “run through” of the life of Jesus.  

THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MARK 

As we have done in previous book studies, we will being with an overview of the book to understand the 
content better. This is where we employ the twelve questions.  

1. Who wrote this book?  

Conclusion on Authorship – The book’s authorship is historically well attested; the text can be 
confirmed (we will deal with internal concerns as we approach them). The one who put ink to paper 
does appear to be a man named Mark, probably John Mark, a relative of Barnabas and spiritual son of 
Peter, who was highly involved in the early church. However, the words are those of the Apostle Peter 
as he went about proclaiming the acts and words of Jesus. This is as much “According to Peter” as it is 
“According to Mark.” 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

I propose that Mark is to a non-Hebrew speaking Jewish audience that is predominantly (if not 
exclusively) in the Diaspora (outside of Judea). 

We were in the middle of explaining this proposal last week when we ran out of time. 

We concluded that Peter was the Apostle to the Jews throughout the world, and this means Peter’s 
message was for Jews as his target audience, but the message can extend to Gentiles. 

We have already explained why Mark would have explained Aramaic terms. 

We have discussed the Latin term and determined that it is not significant in Mark. 

Explained Jewish Customs – 

Many of the traditions and actions of the Jews in Jerusalem were not found in Scripture.  

Mark 7:1-8 – The washing of hands is not a biblical mandate. Jews outside of Jerusalem 
probably were not aware of this practice being a big deal. 

Mark 15:42 – This does not explain what the preparation day was, it simply elaborates why it 
was a preparation day (Luke 23:54; John 19:14). In fact, the emphasis that Jesus was sacrificed 
on Passover is present in all four gospels. This statement in Mark is designed to be emphatic. 

Makes fewer references to the Old Testament – 

I completely disagree.  
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Mark 1:2-3 – The opening prologue begins with Isaiah mixed with some Malachi (Isaiah 
40:3; Malachi 3:1).  

Mark 1:10-11 – The Father’s declaration, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-
pleased,” has strong ties to the Hebrew Scripture (Psalm 2:7; Isaiah 42:1) 

Christ (7x) – Messiah; Son of Man (14x); Son of David (3x)  

In Mark, Jesus declares His authority over both the traditions of men and the Law of Moses 
(Mark 2:23-28, 7:14-23, 12:28-34). 

Even if not directly quoted, the theme of the Hebrew Scriptures is prominent in Mark. Mark pushes the 
reader to view Jesus as the Davidic Messiah, the one doing the actions of God, the Son of Man (as 
revealed in Ezekiel and Daniel) receiving authority and reigning with the Most High, and as the Son 
who shares in the divine nature with the Father. Jesus does what only God is supposed to do and 
exercises His authority over the Law given by God. 

After studying Mark, consulting with others, and with the evidence I have presented, I believe Mark is 
to a non-Hebrew speaking Jewish audience that is predominantly (if not exclusively) in the Diaspora 
(outside of Judea). 

If they had known the Hebrew Scriptures, it would have been strictly from the Greek translations. 
They would have been heavily influenced by the Gentiles in their regions. They may not have even 
been “practicing” Rabbinic Judaism. They would not have necessarily known or even cared about the 
traditions of the Sanhedrin. But when they heard about Messiah from the Apostle Peter, they 
remembered. 

3. Where was it written?  

There is no location indicated in the text. We noted that this seems to be the memoirs of Peter. My 
theory is that these were written as they went and then compiled at some point.  

4. When was it written?  

As Peter was preaching throughout his travels (35-65 AD) 

5. What was the occasion of the writing; what situation(s) prompted the writing?  

As an account of Jesus, the people needed to both hear and reflect upon the truth of Jesus. The 
Hellenistic Jews in the diaspora were probably aware of His reputation, but they needed the specifics 
of what He said and did. 

6. What is the stated purpose for this particular book (reference)?  

Because this is a collection of accounts of Jesus, determining a stated purpose is more difficult. John 
and Luke both have clear purposes (Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30-31).  

I believe the stated purpose is in Mark 1:1 – An introduction of the good news about Jesus Christ the 
Son of God. 
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7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Unknown, but we can imagine that both Peter and Mark were traveling through various regions 
proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom through the Messiah. 

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

The Jews in the Diaspora were typically hated by Judean native Hebrew speakers, they have become 
somewhat callous. Some in the diaspora are committed but the majority were more apathetic.  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Mark obviously cares about the understanding of the readers but other than that we do not have any 
information. 

10. What are the themes of the book?  

We can observe that Mark emphasizes the humanity of Christ, emphasizing His emotions (Mark 1:41, 
3:5, 6:34, 8:12, 9:36) and limitations (Mark 4:38, 11:12, 13:32). 

11. What is the one central truth of the book? 

This is a difficult observation. I think it is the words and actions of the Son of Man, a Messianic term. 
(Mark 2:10, 2:28, 8:31, 38, 9:9, 31, 10:33, 45, 13:26, 14:21, 62) 

12. What are the characteristics of the book?  

This is a narrative and comes with certain understandings; this is not prescriptive but descriptive. Mark 
is more emotional than Matthew or Luke. Mark is a race through, meant to summarize the words and 
actions of Jesus. The content is obviously very encouraging.   

CONCLUSION 

As for the structure of the book, I really do not see a progression of intensity, only a loose chronological arc 
in relation to the life of Jesus. The chronology is not like in Luke, and there is not a pinnacle of message like 
that in Matthew. John builds in intensity with the signs of Jesus, while Mark just generally tells short stories 
about Jesus. The one word that stands out is immediately. 

εὐθύς euthus – This is defined as “pertaining to being in a straight or direct line” or “properly.” The use of 
this word in Mark (42x) does not appear to a function in a sense of time, meaning sequential actions 
(rapidly, immediately), but usually functions as a conjunction indicating an action occurs without 
interruption but does not relate to the previous entry.  

This will be addressed more as we proceed through the book. 


