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EPHESIANS 5:1-14 – REVIEW 

Chapter 5 continues the instruction in chapter 4 to the saints at Ephesus with both encouragement and 
admonishment.  

Verses 1-2 – This passage is a consistent reminder that our love must imitate the love of God for us. Since 
we are born of God and are His beloved children, we need to live our lives as an example of His love. This 
is demonstrated in how we love each other, and it is His truth that gives us the basis for that love. 

Verses 3-7 – The acts of fornication, impurity, and greed must not be named among the saints. Because 
those who are identified as such (we are identified as saints) have no inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ 
and God. There is a “you vs. them” construction, and the point is found in verse 7—do not become partakers 
with them. 

Verses 8-10 – Walking as children of the light means that one acts in accordance with the message of truth 
and the character of the Light. This is clearly stated in Ephesians 5:9, the fruit of light. Fruit is a result of 
activity that is characterized by light.  

In verse 10, “trying to learn” is incorrect. The verb here is “δοκιμάζω dokimazō” and is defined as proving 
through trial or examination. This is an Adverbial Present Active Participle. The saints at Ephesus are to 
walk as children of Light “while demonstrating what is pleasing to the Lord.” 

The activity that is pleasing to Lord is already known (Ephesians 4:25-5:4): 

• Speak Truth 
• Deal with anger 
• Work hard and share 
• Use your words to give grace 

• Become helpful 
• Become compassionate 
• Become graceful to one another 
• Be thankful 

In demonstrating these, it indicates that these good works are on display for others to see. The proving 
indicates that these good deeds of light will be challenged by the evil deeds of darkness, temptation, and 
negative circumstances. The biggest test we face is to do these deeds despite negative pressure. 

Verses 11-14 – In doing the works of light the deeds of darkness are exposed. This is not a call to protest 
deeds of darkness; this is not a legislative issue; this is not a public shaming; this is a contrast. If the 
believers in any area speak truth and do the will of God, the deeds of darkness are automatically contrasted. 
It becomes obvious that the deeds of darkness are indeed evil actions.  

We must not get stuck in the attempt to go after those in darkness, rather we are to demonstrate grace and 
love by our message and example. 

Next, we have a paragraph that is closely connected with the previous paragraph, specifying various 
activities that continue to relate to how to walk as light (as wise). 
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EPHESIANS 5:15-21 – OUTLINE 

Therefore, watch carefully how you walk (how?) 

Not as unwise  

Rather as wise (in what way?) 

Buying the time (why?) 

Because the days are evil 

So then do not become foolish, rather understand what the will of the Lord (is) 

Do not get intoxicated with wine rather be filled in spirit (how?) 

While speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns 

While singing and making music in your heart to the Lord 

While giving thanks always for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to God and Father 

While being subject to one another in the fear of Christ 

EPHESIANS 5:15-21 – ANALYSIS 

Be careful – βλέπω blepō – this is a sight word that means to see. To look carefully, to perceive with the 
eyes or with the mind (discern, carefully consider). 

Walk – περιπατέω peripateō – literal or figurative, to walk. In the figurative sense, a manner of life. This is 
the last of the walks in Ephesians.  

Ephesians 2:2 – Previous walk in accordance with the satanic system 

Ephesians 2:10 – God has created good works for us to walk in them 

Ephesians 4:1 – Walk worthy of the calling of the gospel and of Jesus Christ 

Ephesians 4:17 – Stop walking like the unbelieving Gentile nations 

Ephesians 5:2 – Walk in love as beloved children of God, just as Christ loved you 

Ephesians 5:8 – Walk as children of light 

Ephesians 5:15 – Watch carefully how you walk, as wise 

Wise - σοφός sophos – the adjective of “sophia.” This means wise, skilled, learned, able to put information 
into practical use. Walking as wise indicates that the person must first have a wealth of details, information, 
doctrinal understanding, understanding who God is and what He desires (verse 17). 

Making the most of your time – ἐξαγοράζω exagorazō – ἐκ ek / ἀγοράζω agorazō (to buy out of). This is 
why the KJV and other translations have “redeeming.” 

 Galatians 3:13; Galatians 4:5; Colossians 4:5 



Beth Haven Church, Kansas City, Missouri Ephesians 063 

Moulton-Milligan – the meaning is not so much “buying up,” “making market to the full of” the 
opportunity, as “buying back (at the expense of personal watchfulness and self-denial) the present time, 
which is now being used for evil and godless purposes” 

BDAG - to secure deliverance of, deliver, liberate; to gain something, especially advantage or 
opportunity, make the most of 

It is clear in the context that this idea is ‘the manner of walking as wise.” The topic is the believer in 
their walk. We cannot buy back time. So, this is taking the concept in a more figurative sense. This is 
not buying time, rather it is “buying out of the time.” If you consider that for a moment, you are to profit 
to the maximum with the time you have, making the most of the time or opportunity you have. Or don’t 
waste your time, have your walk be productive to the maximum. 

Because the days are evil – this is a literal translation. The idea of evil days indicates that the time from 
Jesus’ ascension to His return is in control of the evil one, Satan. We have established this before in 
Ephesians 2. This is not the church age (properly defined). 

Galatians 1:4; Ephesians 6:13; 1 John 5:19 

Do not be foolish – do not become (ginomai) without thinking – foolish – ἄφρων aphrōn – this is an alpha 
negative with the word to think “phrēn” or “phroeō.” The use of the word indicates one who is uneducated 
or not influenced by the information. It is not derogatory but harsh. 

1 Cor 15:35-36, 42-44 – Paul calls them uneducated. They have either not been taught or they have not 
heeded the instruction that had previously been given to them. In response, Paul gives them the 
information again to make them educated, not ignorant. 

The antithesis is a different word for wise, “συνίημι suniēmi.” This is the verb for “σύνεσις sunesis.” These 
words mean to see how things fit together or flow together. The typical translation of “understanding” is 
good but misses in the full concept of the word. 

Math is a good example of knowledge versus “συνίημι suniēmi.” You can be told formulas, memorize 
tables, and repeat answers. But when you understand what is happening in math, even advanced 
mathematics becomes easy.  

What is understood (“συνίημι suniēmi”) is the will or desire of the Lord. And we have listed what God 
wants us to do and what He wants us to avoid. The goal here, as wise believers, is to understand the will of 
the Lord, the why behind the desire. 

This has always been my biggest issue that has also became my biggest strength. In challenging basic 
theology and instructions, I was often thought of as difficult, wondering why we avoid particular sins 
and why we do good things (as detailed by God). 

God gives reasons for instruction and never leaves us with “because I said so.” When we understand the 
why behind the moral and the ethic, I believe it becomes more attainable to change our motivations. 

You are not just knowing, you are understanding what the will of the Lord is. 
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Verse 17 seems to be a parenthetical phrase that encourages the reader to not just read this section but to 
understand it. How does a believer have their walk be productive to the maximum? 

Do not be drunk with wine – this is literal. Intoxication means that a person is out of control and is 
incapable of fulfilling the desire of the Lord. A person who is intoxicated is full in the desires of the 
flesh and is not being watchful (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11). 

Rather be filled in spirit – This phrase is a bulwark of many in the evangelical community. The typical 
explanation is that this is to be filled (controlled) by the Holy Spirit. We’ll get to that in the next lesson. 

 


