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Hebrew Mindset: 

We need to continue to be careful in Matthew about drawing a direct application to our administration and in 
our economy. During the time of Matthew, the administration was Israel, and the economy was the Law. During 
our time, the administration is the Church, and the economy is Grace.  

The economy is not how one obtains eternal life. The economy is the basis for which blessings and curses are 
distributed. During the economy of grace, the basis for blessing is believing and believing only; otherwise, it is 
not grace. During the economy of grace, curses are not applied to believers. However, there are natural 
consequences of sin and disbelief in the life of the believer.  

In the economy of Law, God evaluates the believer based upon them following the Law, and blessings and 
curses are applied both to individuals and a nation based upon following the rules set by God.  

The entire book of Matthew is written concerning the economy of Law and pertaining to the economy of Law. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven was the culmination of the Hebrew Scriptures, and Israel as a nation was 
to keep the covenant and follow the Law to enjoy the benefits of being the Nation of God.  

Other nations and Gentile people also have the responsibility of being God-fearers and yielding to Israel as the 
nation that God has chosen. How they behave in conjunction with how they treat Israel will be weighed out to 
see if they will be blessed or fall under judgment.  

Matthew is not written to Gentiles, although they will be addressed in the book. The Sermon on the Mount is 
addressed to the people as Jews and to the nation as Israel to teach them how to avoid judgment and wrath and 
enjoy entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven when it is established on earth.  

Within the economy of Law, there are traditional acts of piety, of displaying righteousness: giving to the poor, 
prayer, forgiveness, and fasting.  

In this section, we have covered the mindset of giving to the poor, the mindset of prayer, and forgiveness 
regarding Israel in avoiding the wrath to come. Now we will turn our attention to proper focus. 

Introduction: 

Matthew 6:1-18 demonstrates that righteousness properly displayed brings glory to God and is not about the 
individual. In five instances, the results of properly displaying behavioral righteousness are rewarded by the 
Father (6:1, 4, 6, 14, 18).   

Therefore, if the people of Israel want to be blessed, they need to do works of righteousness, not to impress 
people but do so because it pleases God; then their reward will come from God. 

Matthew 6:19-21 – Proper Focus 

It is important to note that nowhere in Scripture is wealth condemned. There are two concerns when it 
comes to wealth, one’s focus and what is done with resources. The concern in Matthew 7 is not the 
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accumulation of wealth nor is Jesus stating that someone should live a life of poverty, rather it matters 
where one’s treasure is located.  

Treasure is θησαυρός thēsauros (thay-saw’-ross) and is the accumulation of things that are precious.  

Here, there are contrasts between two aspects: location and quality. 

Earthly treasure is temporary, easily lost, or destroyed. Heavenly is eternal, safe, and incorruptible. 

This is directly contrasted to the typical teaching in Israel. They believed that being rich was an 
indication that God was blessing someone, and the person was doing right in life. 

The evaluation was not of their behavior or belief system, but whether or not they were wealthy. 

For the disciples and the target audience, they had to make a choice—follow the teaching of the 
Pharisees or alter their thinking and have greater, eternal wealth. 

What is being discussed must be seen considering the context. 

What is the earthly treasure? Primarily, recognition by men. This recognition often translated to both 
power and money as well. 

What is heavenly treasure? It is recognition and rewards from the Father. 

What are the rewards from the Father? This question is very consistent for the administration of Israel as 
well as the church. The primary word group for rewards is “δίδωμι didōmi,” primarily “ἀποδίδωμι 
apodidōmi.” 

• Rewards is based upon deeds/works/actions (Matthew 16:24-27; Romans 2:6; 1 Peter 1:17). 
• Rewards are future, not in the current life (Matthew 6:20; Luke 14:14; Colossians 3:24). 
• God is the one who will evaluate, not men (Matthew 6:1-18; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 4:5). 
• Rewards are not only based upon what is done but also on the motivation behind the action. 
• The rewards are not given in heaven; they are stored in heaven and distributed in the kingdom 

of heaven. 
o There may be differences about the rewards for Israel and for those in the administration of 

the church 
o “βῆμα bēma” of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:9-10) 
o Some opinions place this in heaven and others have this at the inauguration of the 

Millennial Reign. 
o Personally, I believe that rewards are primarily for the administration of the kingdom. 

Conclusion – Rewards are part of both economies, both Law and Grace. During the time of Christ, the 
covenant has been broken, and Israel will be judged (Daniel’s seventieth week); but there is hope for those 
who believe in Jesus. They can be both saved from the wrath to come and have rewards in the Millennial 
Reign. 
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Matthew 6:22-24 – Proper Focus Illustrated 

Illustration 1 – The Eye 

The eye is used to illustrate how a person sees their life, the world, and what is of value. The obvious 
difficulty is that if the light is dark, then one cannot properly see; if the eye is clear to let the light in, 
then perception will be unincumbered and the focus of the individual will be correct. 

Two perspectives are constantly present in the Bible—God’s perspective and man’s perspective. 

To have God’s perspective, one must first believe the light; Jesus is the light. From there, a believer 
can then consider the truth of everything through the perspective of Scripture. 

• What is really going on? (reality) 
• What is our future? (eschatology) 
• What is our value system? (axiology) 
• What is our responsibility? (morality and ethics) 

The contrast is man’s perspective, and that is related to darkness. 

• Stumbling in the darkness 
• Myopic, no long-term plan 
• A wasted life and wasted opportunity 

Illustration 2 – Undivided  

This illustration is used to demonstrate the impossibility of having two motivations, two masters. 
Motivation and what controls it can be fixed, and it can go back and forth. But motivation at any given 
moment is either proper or improper. A person is either serving self or God. 

Conclusion: 

This is a basic yet profound message by Jesus. This is so easy, yet even the most seasoned believer gets 
caught up in the distractions of this world, either temptations or tribulations. 

In Scripture, we have many examples of followers of God failing because of their focus. But we also have 
examples, truth, and encouragement to help us maintain focus so that we will continue in faith and good 
works (with good motivations). 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:10  


