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EPHESIANS 5:1-5 – REVIEW 

Chapter 5 continues from chapter 4 the instruction to the saints at Ephesus with both encouragement and 
admonishment. 1-2 Encouragement; 3-7 Admonishment; 8-14 Encouragement; 15-18 Admonishment; 18-
21 Encouragement. The chapter concludes with instructions to family in particular. This carries on into 
Chapter 6. 

Verses 1-2 – This passage is a consistent reminder that our love must imitate the love of God for us. Since 
we are born of God and are His beloved children, we need to live our lives as an example of His love. This 
is demonstrated in how we love each other, and it is His truth that gives us the basis for that love. 

Verses 3-5 – The acts of fornication, impurity, and greed must not be named among the saints. Because 
those who are identified as such have no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. In contrast, we are 
identified as saints. It’s “You vs. Them.” 

EPHESIANS 5:6-7 – LITERAL TRANSLATION 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things comes the wrath of God upon the 
sons of disbelief. Therefore, do not become partakers with them. 

EPHESIANS 5:6-7 – ANALYSIS 

Verse 6 begins with a negative adjective with an imperative instituted to others, “No one deceives.” The 
implication is that there were some that were either attempting to deceive them or that they were in some 
measure successful.  

In Colossians 2:4 and 2:18, similar phrases are made (delude and defraud).  

In Ephesus, there seems to be an attempt to diminish the stigma associated with immorality, impurity, 
greed, and idolatry of the culture. Paul is very clear as to why they should avoid these acts. 

Did they heed the warning? Revelation 2:1-3, 6 – They have withstood the pressure of the evil men, 
false teachers, and the immoral and have not grown weary. 

In the second part of verse 6, it states (literally), “The wrath of God comes upon the sons of unbelief.” The 
translations say disobedient. But this is incorrect. 

The word for disobedient is “ἀπείθεια apeitheia” This is the alpha negative with the verb “πείθω peithō,” 
which means to persuade or convince. This is one of the reasons we concluded that those in verse 5 are 
first and foremost unbelievers. 

The wrath of God is another phrase meaning judgment. What is the connection between immoral 
activity and those who are unbelievers? 

Romans 1:18-32 – Here, we can easily see that immorality and impurity are egregious sins, but why do 
some end up that way? We see the progression. Unbelief leads to suppression of the truth. Suppression 
of the truth leads to moral decay. The epitome of moral decay is immorality and impurity. 

The pattern throughout the Bible is clear from the flood to Sodom to the sons of Israel and will finalize 
in the tribulation with the final judgment on this earth and all who are here when that time comes. 
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The pattern is what is emphasized in Romans, and we are in the middle of generational moral decay as 
more and more of the world suppresses the truth. God is in the process of giving the people of this world 
over to immorality and impurity so that their sin is evident to themselves.  

Judgment and wrath are reserved for those who are unbelievers. Sin, immorality, impurity, complete 
depravity is a symptom of that unbelief as time moves forward.  

Judgment and wrath are reserved for those who will be judged in accordance with law. After this life, 
those who are not believers will be judged against the Law and they will be found guilty.  

In the time before this administration and economy, wrath and judgment were always a possibility 
for those who reject God and violate His Law. 

After this time, when the church is removed, the world will again be subject to wrath and judgment. 
The world’s disbelief will have had its final push displayed in immorality, impurity, greed, and 
idolatry.  

The Seven-year Tribulation is brought about for this very reason. Paul is alluding to the period of 
judgment for unbelievers, for those who are defined by their sin. This is a topic that was always on 
the lips of Paul (Acts 24:24-25). 

Verse 7 contains the conclusion, “therefore do not become partakers with them.” Having contrasted the saint 
with the disbeliever, Paul concludes with the instruction to not partake with them. 

Partake with them is “συμμέτοχος symmetochos.” This is only used one other time in the Scriptures, in 
Ephesians 3:6. The statement, then, is “you are fellow partakers of the promise with Israel through the 
Gospel…therefore do not partake with these who have no part in the promise.” 

This word would definitely have made a lasting impression upon the Ephesian saints, and the contrast 
also would have been clear. 

EPHESIANS 5:8-10 – LITERAL TRANSLATION 

For you were once darkness but now light in the Lord, walk as children of light, for the fruit of light is in all 
goodness and righteousness and truth, while demonstrating what is pleasing to the Lord. 

EPHESIANS 5:8-10 – ANALYSIS 

This is all wrapping up into a nice conclusion as we have read and studied throughout the entire letter. 

Ephesians 1:18-19, 3:1-10 – This is contrasted with the previous darkness. 

Ephesians 2:1-3, 12, 4:17-19 – One observation must be included—these saints are not only enlightened, 
they, themselves, are now of light. Being light means that they now shine in the darkness. Their message 
and their behavior need to reflect the light of God. 

How is this accomplished? 

The light is the message of Jesus Christ (John 1:4-7; Acts 26:15-18, 22-23; 1 John 1:1-5) 
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Walking as children of the light means to act in accordance with the message of truth and the 
character of the light (Romans 13:12). This is clearly stated in Ephesians 5:9, the fruit of light. Fruit 
is a result of activity that is characterized by light.  

In verse 10, “trying to learn” is incorrect. The verb here is “δοκιμάζω dokimazō” and is defined as 
proving through trial or examination. This is an Adverbial Present Active Participle. The saints at 
Ephesus are to walk as children of light “while demonstrating what is pleasing to the Lord.” 

The activity that is pleasing to Lord is already known (Ephesians 4:25-5:4) 

• Speak Truth 
• Deal with anger 
• Work hard and share 
• Use your words to give grace 
• Become helpful 
• Become compassionate 
• Become graceful to one another 
• Be thankful 

Demonstrating this indicates that these good works are on display for others to see. The proving 
aspect indicates that these good deeds of light will be challenged by the evil deeds of darkness, 
temptation, and negative circumstances. The biggest test we face is to do these deeds in spite of 
negative pressure. 

 


