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REVIEW 

Jesus Pre-Existence Studies / The Deity of Christ 
When we talk about the evidence that demonstrates the deity of Jesus, there is a preponderance of details 
that leads to one striking claim: the New Testament absolutely claims that Jesus is God. The details of this 
evidence then must be clear that the deity of Christ, His pre-existence, and His eternal existence are sure and 
verified. So far, we have discussed these topics: 

• The Christological Passages 
• The Names of Jesus that Represent His Deity 

o The Word 
o Image 
o Exact Representation 

o Only Begotten 
o First Born 

• Many references to Jesus as God 
o John the Baptizer – Jesus “existed” before him 
o Jesus is worshiped 
o Jesus is attributed as the Lord in the NT where “ הָוֹהְי  Yᵊhōvâ” is used in the Old Testament 

• I AM statements in John 

THE DEITY OF CHRIST 

THE “I AM” SAYINGS OF JESUS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL 

When evaluating the Gospels, the Gospel of John stands apart. It is the only account of Jesus Christ that 
indicates that it was written to unbelievers. “These things were written so that you might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:31). Therefore, the content in John needs to be examined 
as to what is stated to demonstrate this claim. One of the vital studies in John is the “I AM” statements. 

Throughout John’s account of Jesus, there are several key instances where Jesus uses the words "I AM." 
In the English language, this is not unique. In John, the words “I am” are used seventy times in the 
NASB. In the original Greek language, “Ἐγώ εἰμι” is the term in question and will have a particular 
interest in this study. 

Historical Context 

In Exodus 3:14, God responded to Moses' question concerning the name of God. "God said unto Moses I 
AM Who I AM." In Hebrew, this is translated from, " ֹּיַו ֑הֶיְהֶֽא רֶׁ֣שֲא רֶמא֗ .” In the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, “ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ Ὤν.”  

We will establish that Jesus emphatically identifies Himself as YHWH with the I AM statements. 

I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life 

John 14:6 is a clear and precise passage that indicates that life, eternal life, life with the Father, can only 
be obtained through Jesus. In Jesus’ statement, we have His response to Thomas about how to go where 
He is going; Jesus is the Way. Jesus was informing the disciples that He was leaving to go prepare a 
place for them. Thomas’ question seems to indicate that he was still thinking about the physical, 
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temporal world. It is a wonder to think of Thomas as he thought back to this conversation after coming 
to a full understanding. 

The way here is not only the means, that is in Jesus, but also the method. Jesus says in John 14:3, “If I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you 
may be also.” The way is through Jesus Christ, but the method is not of a human will or work. Our 
transportation to that place will be done to us, passively. Jesus takes care of everything; the only 
requisite is to believe in Him. Grace is truly a wonder.  

Beginning in Acts 9, there are five instances where the Way is a euphemism for Jesus Christ and His 
body, that is the church. This statement by Jesus seemed to have a high impact upon the disciples and 
the message they shared during the time of Acts.    

This statement, with these three appositive nouns, does not occur in the Hebrew Scriptures. This 
statement is related to the Shepherd and Life passages from above. The way is related to the door in that 
Jesus is the only means to enter into God's household. This is further stated in John 14:6, "no one comes 
to the Father but through Me." Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, we see the truth of God in contrast to 
the world. And the way of God contrasts with the way of man. 

Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. Let the 
wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to 
the Lord, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will 
abundantly pardon. “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My 
ways,” declares the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My 
ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:6-9).  

I Am the True Vine 

John 15:1-17 is a wonderful passage given to the apostles as Jesus is about to depart from them. The 
command in this section is to abide in the vine. People, individually and as a group, are seen as branches 
of the vine, and the branch is only as strong or has any ability to be productive if it remains steadfast 
with the vine. Here, the metaphor leads the reader to understand Jesus is the source of ability, and the 
believer must abide in Jesus' words and love to be productive.  

This does not necessarily relate directly to any singular passage in the Hebrew Scriptures, but the idea of 
YHWH as the source of all ability and that nothing can occur without God giving a person the ability is 
well established. In the Law, God delineates that He will provide protection, substance, and give victory 
over the enemies of Israel and the Lord. The concept of God’s provisions would have been a well-
known doctrine.  

So, why the reference to a vine? Jesus pulls from the agricultural society to make the same point. Jesus 
is the means for everything and the source for every ability. Without Him, a believer can do nothing that 
will be honored by God. In John 15:12, Jesus states, “This is my commandment” in the singular. The 
commandment, in this context, is to abide in Jesus. The result or purpose is found in the rest of verse 12 
being a “ἵνα” clause—so that they would love one another. In the final “Ἐγώ εἰμι” section, Jesus not 
only states who He is, but also that He is the one who provides the means for success. He truly fulfills 
the words “I have come so that they may have life and life abundantly” (John 10:10) 
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I AM (without a predicate) 

Scripture compels the reader to understand that at least some of the “I Am” statements are intended to 
have one understand His claim of being YHWH since it has no predicate in the sentence. There are four 
that stand out in particular.  

First is John 8:24, where Jesus says to the unbelieving Jews, "Unless you believe that I AM you will 
die in your sins." The NASB includes He in italics after "am." But this does not figure in the context. 
They ask him, "Who are you?" The Jews are not understanding the wordplay, nevertheless, Jesus is 
indicating to them Who He is, with the "Ἐγώ εἰμι.” 

The second text that has the deific thrust of “Ἐγώ εἰμι” is John 8:58, where Jesus did not simply say 
that He existed before Abraham, but He used the term “Ἐγώ εἰμι.” “Before Abraham was born, I 
AM.” Both the context and the term bring timelessness to the person of Jesus Christ. Tenney writes, 
“’Before Abraham came into being, I am.’ The same contrast of verbs is used that appears in 1:1 and 
1:14. ‘Came into being’ involves a crisis in time, a definite act. ‘Am,’ as the other form of the verb 
in 1:1 means timeless being. There never was a time when the Son was not” (Tenny 1948, 149). 

In John 13:19, Jesus is telling the eleven apostles (Judas had already departed) plainly all that will 
happen so that they would believe that “Ἐγώ εἰμι." Some take this as a reference to verses 13-14 
where Jesus refers to Himself as Teacher and Lord. But this is not the point of the context. They 
already believe and call Him Lord and Teacher. The point of this passage is to have the apostles look 
back to this conversation and come to terms that Jesus is the "Ἐγώ εἰμι.” 

The final example is found in John 18:1-6, where Jesus responds to the cohort and officers when 
they said they sought Jesus the Nazarene. He responded “Ἐγώ εἰμι," and they drew back and fell to 
the ground. The obvious implication is that Jesus identifies Himself as the I AM and it was a 
powerful utterance. 

Conclusion  

The Word of God is manifold and diverse. This study on the “I AM” statements demonstrates that one 
can read the Scripture on a surface level and take certain concepts and dig deeper to see the plan of God 
unfold in the shadow of the Hebrew Scriptures.  

Jesus Christ revealed Himself through His signs, through the witness of John, and through His words. 
The use of “Ἐγώ εἰμι” is more than a simple emphatic statement, although it can be used in this manner. 
It is a declaration of the character and attributes of YHWH. Jesus does point to God apart from Himself 
but includes Himself in the declaration of “Ἐγώ εἰμι.” 

In this study, we saw how the seven "Ἐγώ εἰμι” statements are joined with a predicate and point to the 
Hebrew Scriptures concerning the nature of YHWH and the Messiah. There is no doubt that Jesus was 
using an emphatic statement to point to the fact that He is the "I AM." He and the Father are one. They 
are not one in mind, but He Himself is the Word who became flesh to save those who are lost. Jesus is 
God, Jesus is the "Ἐγώ εἰμι,” Jesus is YHWH. 


