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Introduction: 

Matthew 5:20-5:48 differentiated between the righteousness that God demands vs. the righteousness that the 
Pharisees, scribes, and lawyers taught, practiced, and enforced. Jesus teaches the people the true understanding 
of the Law as “One having authority (7:29).”  

When Jesus was giving the proper understanding of the Law, He was explaining the Law in contrast to the 
Pharisees. Now that the people have some understanding, Jesus will caution them about how they live their 
lives. This is why I entitled Matthew 6:1-34 “Righteousness Properly Displayed.”  

One can also see the progression from 5:20 and 6:1 – “For I say to you all that if your righteousness would not 
surpass more than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will absolutely not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Then, 
“But, you all beware not to do your righteousness before men, to be noticed by them. If not, then you will not 
have reward with your Father, the One in the heavens.”   

Hebrew Mindset: 

As we have seen, we need to be careful about Matthew having direct application to the church. During the 
time of Matthew, the administration was Israel, and the economy was the Law. During our time, the 
administration is the Church, and the economy is Grace. 

The economy is not how one obtains eternal life. The economy is the basis for which blessings and 
curses are distributed. During the economy of grace, the basis for blessing is believing and believing 
only, otherwise, it is not grace. During the economy of grace, curses are not applied to believers. 
However, there are natural consequences of sin and disbelief in the life of the believer. 

In the economy of Law, God evaluates the believer based upon them following the Law, and blessings 
and curses are applied both to an individual and a nation based upon following the rules set by God. 

The entire book of Matthew is written within the economy of Law and pertaining to the economy of Law. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven was the culmination of the Hebrew Scriptures with the covenant 
given to Israel as a nation. They were to keep the covenant and follow the Law to enjoy the benefits of being 
the Nation of God.  

The Sermon on the Mount is addressed to the people as Jews and the nation as Israel so that they could 
avoid judgment and wrath and enjoy entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven when it is established on earth.  

Within the economy of Law, there were three acts of piety, three basic acts of righteousness: giving to the 
poor, prayer, and fasting. I am going to add one here: forgiveness/mercy 

Matthew 6:14-15 – Forgiveness 

Literal Translation 
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For if you would forgive the others the transgressions of theirs, He will forgive also you the Father of 
yours, the Heavenly (one); but if you would not forgive the other, not also the Father of yours will 
forgive the trespasses of yours. 
 

1. Both are third class conditional, meaning that both situations are possible 
2. Word choice: trespasses, not sins  

a. παράπτωμα paraptōma  
b. ἁμαρτία hamartia 

3. Both actions of the Father are in the Future Indicative Tense 
4. Both actions of the disciple are in the Aorist Subjective Tense 

In verse 12, we have the context to verses 14-15. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. The word debt does not refer to financial debt but a sin debt in this context. During the first 
century, it was common to refer to sins as a debt before God.  

Forgiveness refers to the Law and the function of Israel before YHWH.  

The first thing we need to do is understand forgiveness to its full extent. 

ἀφίημι aphiēmi (ah fee ay mee) – compound word – to send away 
1. to send away; to dismiss or release someone or something from a place or one’s presence 

a) to depart, let go, send away 
b) to divorce 
c) to let go  

2. to release from legal or moral obligation or consequence  
a) of a debt 
b) forgive 
c) remit 

3. to move away, with an implication of causing a separation 
a) leave 
b) depart  

4. to have something continue or remain in a place 
a) leave standing  
b) leave behind  

5. to convey a sense of distancing through an allowable margin of freedom 
a) allow  
b) tolerate 

	
In this context, the word is used in the context for both debt and trespass, this means the definition of “to 
release from legal or moral obligation or consequence” is appropriate. 

In Matthew, this Greek word is used 47 times, the word is used only 17 times as forgive. 

Examples of use where it is not forgive: Matthew 3:15, 4:11, 23:23 

Six of the 17 uses of “ἀφίημι aphiēmi” as forgive are in Matthew 6:12-15. 
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Other uses as forgive (Matthew 9:1-6, 12:31-32, 18:21-35) 

Do any of these verses indicate eternal life, justification before God? 

In the rest of the Gospels, this word is used 127 times with 25 of them meaning forgive. In Mark and 
Luke, all of the uses parallel those in Matthew. The only time it is used in John is in 20:23. 

None of these verses indicates equality with eternal life or justification before God. 

The noun “ἄφεσις aphesis” is used 17 times. Most of the time, this word is used for forgiveness. 

Matthew 26:28; Mark 1:4; Luke 24:47 

Some may argue that these usages have eternal ramifications (eternal life or justification before God) 
but it does not say it clearly. 

Moving on to Acts, the verb and noun are used for forgive six times (Acts 2:38, 5:31, 8:22, 10:43, 13:38-
41, 26:18). Here, there may be some instances where forgive is used in conjunction with initial 
justification before God (receiving eternal life). In Acts 10:43, 13:38-41, and 26:18, there seems to be a 
correlation to this initial justification, but what are the means to receive this forgiveness? Believe in 
Jesus Christ. 

Moving into Paul’s epistles, forgive is used a few times regarding eternal life (Romans 4:1-8; Ephesians 
1:7; Colossians 1:14). 

James 5:15 – This is forgiveness in the community of believers, not from God. 

In the book of Hebrews, this is used twice (Hebrews 9:22, 10:18). These tell us that Jesus must have 
shed His blood for forgiveness to be applied, and when there is the blood of Jesus applied, no other 
offering from sin is necessary nor accepted.  

Finally, in 1 John, we have the very controversial 1:9-2:2 coupled with 2:12. In these passages, 
forgiveness is based upon the faithfulness and justice of God through the propitiation of Jesus Christ, 
and it is incorrectly understood that confession of sin is required. 

Now, what can we say about forgiveness in the rest of the Greek New Testament and the concepts in 
Matthew? 

There is something else going on. This is not a grace-through-faith application. Therefore, this is not 
forgiveness concerning individual reconciliation before God.  So, what is this forgiveness and what 
does it entail?  

Forgiveness in the Hebrew text 

חַלָס  sālaḥ - this is used 46 times and, most of the time, it is translated into “ἀφίημι aphiēmi” or a 
cognate of it. Most of the uses refer to a person or nation falling into rebellion or breaking the Law 
and the various sacrifices they had to make to obtain forgiveness. 
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It is vital to understand that a person under the Law is made right with God by grace through faith 
just like Abraham was (Romans 4). So, what is going on with forgiveness in the Hebrew text? In 
accordance with the Law, there were particular consequences with sin and rebellion. 

In Exodus 32, the people thought that Moses was gone, so they made a golden calf and said, “This is 
our god.” YHWH then establishes the consequences (Exodus 32:9-10, 33:1-3). Moses then 
intercedes for the people (Exodus 33:12-17, 34:9-11). In the rest of Exodus 34, God reestablishes the 
covenant. 

Similar instances happen in the rest of the Torah. The people rebel, God pronounces judgment, then 
pleading for forgiveness occurs from Moses, then God forgives. He is waiving the rightful penalty 
for their sin and rebellion. 

The main issue for Israel is that if they do not keep the covenant, they are to be judged (killed) 
and/or they will be removed from the Land (Numbers 14; Deuteronomy 4-11). 

1 Kings 8:33-36 – Solomon recognizes that sin causes the curses of the Law, but God will forgive 
(remit the penalty of the sins) and return to blessing the people in the Land. 

The same forgiveness is used in the prophets. Daniel prayed that prayer in preparation for the return 
to the land from the Babylonian captivity (Daniel 9:19). If we understand that forgiveness in the 
Hebrew text is about the removal of consequences of sin and rebellion, then we can read passages 
with a new understanding. Forgiving the people indicates that the Land would be restored and 
(individually) the person would be permitted to participate in the Land as a part of Israel. 

Jeremiah 31:34, 33:8, 36:3, 50:2; Amos 7:1-3; 2 Chronicles 7:13-14  

What does it mean that the nation or a person is not forgiven in the economy of Law in the administration of 
Israel? It means that they will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven, the Messianic Earthly Millennial Reign of 
Jesus the Messiah. 

Conclusion: 

Jesus is bringing the righteousness of Israel (Micah 6:8) and showing mercy (I believe this is in accordance 
with forgiveness; Matthew 23:23). The nation is made up of individuals and if a person is to be part of the 
Remnant in the Last Days, they need to believe in Jesus and have the behavioral righteousness that God 
establishes for Israel. If not, the Father will not forgive you, that is you will not be part of His Kingdom. 

Timeless Truth:  

We need to forgive others, be gracious to one another as Christ was gracious toward us (Ephesians 4:32; 
Colossians 3:13). The warning/consequence in Matthew has no bearing upon the administration of the 
Church and the economy of Grace.  

In this administration, we act in response to our identity in Christ and what we have received by the grace of 
God. We are gracious because God was gracious to us, we love because we are loved, we forgive because 
we are forgiven. 


