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REVIEW 

Jesus Pre-Existence Studies / The Deity of Christ 
When we talk about the evidence that demonstrates the deity of Jesus, we speak in terms of a preponderance 
of details that leads to one striking claim: The New Testament absolutely claims that Jesus is God. The 
details of this evidence must then be clear that the deity of Christ, His pre-existence, and His eternal 
existence, are sure and verified.  

So far, we have discussed three topics: 

• The Christological passages 
• The names of Jesus that represent His deity 

o The Word 
o Image 
o Exact representation 
o Only-begotten 
o Firstborn 

• Many references to Jesus as God 
o John the Baptizer – Jesus “existed” before him 
o Jesus is worshiped 
o Jesus is attributed as the Lord in the NT where “ הָוֹהְי  Yᵊhōvâ” is used in the Old Testament 

• I AM statements in John 

THE DEITY OF CHRIST 

THE I AM SAYINGS OF JESUS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL 

When evaluating the Gospels, the Gospel of John stands apart. It is the only account of Jesus Christ that 
indicates that it was written to unbelievers. “These things were written so that you might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:31). Therefore, the content in John needs to be examined 
as to what is stated to demonstrate this claim. One of the vital studies in John is the “I AM” statements. 

Throughout John’s account of Jesus, there are several key instances where Jesus uses the words "I AM." 
In the English language, this is not unique. In John, the words “I am” are used seventy times in the 
NASB. In the original Greek language, the term “Ἐγώ εἰμι” is the term in question, and this will have a 
particular interest in this study. 

Historical Context 

In Exodus 3:14, God responded to Moses' question concerning the name of God. "God said unto Moses I 
AM Who I AM." In Hebrew, this is translated from, " ֹּיַו ֑הֶיְהֶֽא רֶׁ֣שֲא רֶמא֗ .” In the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, it is “ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ Ὤν.”  

We will establish that the I AM statements are not only about Jesus being emphatic with “Ἐγώ εἰμι,” but 
He also uses these statements to identify Himself as YHWH. 
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I Am the Light of the World 

In John 8:12, Jesus says that He is the light of the world. Jesus then expounds upon this statement by 
stating that those who follow Him will not walk in darkness. In an eschatological reference, darkness is 
referring to the great and terrible day of the Lord. Before the Millennial Reign is established, judgment 
must come first (Matthew 25:31-46). In the Hebrew Scriptures, darkness is regularly associated with 
judgment (Ezekiel 32:8; Joel 2:2,31; Amos 4:13, 5:8-18; Micah 3:6; Zephaniah 1:15). Amos 5:18 speaks 
directly to the judgment that is coming, “Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, For what 
purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness and not light.” Jesus' words sound very 
familiar to Micah 7:8, “Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy. Though I fall I will rise; Though I dwell in 
darkness, the LORD is a light for me.” The contrast of light and dark in these passages, as well as John 
8:12, should be understood in reference to salvation and judgment. If one does not want to be judged, 
they need to believe in Jesus and be in the light. 

The Pharisees don’t contradict what Jesus says, rather they accuse Him of self-testifying. Jesus responds 
by telling them that the test of the validity of the claim does not rest upon the messenger but in the truth 
itself. Jesus refers to the witness of the Father, and the crux of the matter comes to light as they cannot 
know the Father because they do not know the Son. 

The statement is clear as to the implications of Jesus' deity. He does not say that the Scriptures are the 
light or that God is the light. The Pharisees wouldn’t disagree with that. But claiming to be the light is 
obviously Jesus claiming to be the Messiah. In Exodus, the Lord provided light. YHWH is imaged as 
light in the pillar of fire, and in the tabernacle, the Shakina Glory was a cloud of light. In the Psalms, the 
Word of God is light. Many of the Messianic passages refer to the Light (Isaiah 58:1-8, 60:1-3, 19-20; 
Micah 7:8). This claim is an assertion to Jesus being the Messiah, the Light, the Holy One of God. 

I Am the Door of the Sheep / I Am the Good Shepherd 

In John 10:1-30, Jesus uses “Ἐγώ εἰμι” in two different statements; both refer to the fact that He is the 
Shepherd and the means for entering the fold. Jesus contrasts Himself with false teachers, referring to 
them as thieves, wolves, and hired hands. The contrast to the Pharisees is clear here as well. They use 
the stewardship of shepherding for gain and power. Jesus says that the actual shepherd loves the sheep 
and would rather die than let a thief or wolf take one of them.  

In this section, there is one of the best verses to demonstrate that, once you are in God’s family, you are 
forever in His family. In John 10:27-30, Jesus states that He gives to those who believe eternal life, and 
they will never perish. The negation here in Greek, “οὐ μὴ,” is the strongest negation that one can use, 
“They will never perish.” Furthermore, the use of the “Ἐγώ εἰμι” indicates that He has the authority to 
grant this life. At the end of this passage, Jesus states plainly, “I and the Father are one.” Some have 
attempted to indicate that this was a statement of agreement, but the Jews understood what He was 
saying, for they picked up stones to stone Him.    

The references to YHWH and the Messiah being the Shephard in the Hebrew Scriptures are clear. Psalm 
23 is the most well-known passage, but Psalm 28:9 and Psalm 80:1 also speak of the Lord being the 
Shepherd. Prophetic passages are also rich with shepherd references (Isaiah 40:11; Jeremiah 31:10; 
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Ezekiel 34:12,23; Amos 3:12; Micah 7:14). Jesus was sent to shepherd Israel, but the shepherding 
extends to believers in general. Jesus said in John 10:16, “I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; 
I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one 
shepherd.” Shepherding is expressed elsewhere as being a shepherd over the flock of God (Acts 20:28; 
Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 5:2) with Jesus being the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4).   

I Am the Resurrection and the Life 

John 11 is a favorite of mine. The scene is well-known, Lazarus has died, and Jesus is arriving precisely 
when He intends to. He has already demonstrated His omniscience by telling the disciples that Lazarus 
has died, and He was glad for them that He was not there so they would see Him as YHWH. 

He is about to demonstrate that He is the Lord over life and death, but before He does this, Martha and 
Jesus have a quick conversation. Martha understands that there will be a final resurrection but does not 
understand that Jesus is referring to the fact that Lazarus will rise from the dead at that moment. Jesus 
confronts her with the statement, "I Am the resurrection and the life…." Martha professes her 
understanding and waits to see what Jesus will do. Prophets speak for God; they do not claim to have the 
power or attributes of God. There have been other situations where some have risen from the dead, but 
this situation occurs four days after death. 

In this passage, the “Ἐγώ εἰμι” is stated in a personal setting, but the acts of Jesus are public. In response 
to this, many believed, but some saw danger. In John 11:47-48, the Pharisees are concerned that if they 
do not kill Jesus, all would believe in Him, and they would lose their power. The question must be 
asked—why did they not believe in him? Why did they not seek the truth? It appears they did not even 
believe in YHWH, the God of the Hebrew Scriptures. They just used the Law for power. 

From the Hebrew Scriptures, the fact of the resurrection is evident (Job 19:25-27; Psalm 49:15; Isaiah 
26:19). Jesus’ claim is profound in that He did not say that He grants life, but that He is the Life. Life is 
found only in Jesus. He does not only call forth the dead in an example of resurrection, but He is the 
Resurrection. Life is not only granted to the believer, but also obtained because the believer is in Jesus. 
In John 11, Jesus overtly declares His Messiahship and divinity. 

 


