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EPHESIANS 5:1-2 – LITERAL TRANSLATION 

Therefore, you become imitators of God as beloved children and walk in love just as also Christ loved you 
and delivered Himself on our behalf, an offering and a sacrifice to God unto a sweet-smelling scent.  

This passage is a consistent reminder that our love must imitate the love of God for us. Since we are 
born of God and are His beloved children, we need to live our lives as an example of His love. This is 
demonstrated in how we love each other, and it is His truth that gives us the basis for that love. 

EPHESIANS 5:3-4 – LITERAL TRANSLATION 

But fornication and any impurity or greed will not be named among you in accordance with what is proper 
among (the) saints and what is shameful and foolish speech and word twisting, which is not befitting, but 
rather being thankful. 

ANALYSIS 

It is not difficult to understand the topic of the text, but the words are unique and difficult to get a full and 
non-controversial definition. If I had to sum up what these verses were saying, it would be: 

“Don’t do things that are ungodly, rather be thankful.” 

The contrast is what is catching because we have again, as what was established in 4:17-32, to stop 
doing the negative but emphasize the positive 

Fornication, Impurity, Greed 

πορνεία porneia – any illicit sexual activity 

ἀκαθαρσία akatharsia – to be mixed in with the world and its system, usually in the context of 
perversion of various sorts. This is taking something that is good and pure and mixing in something with 
it that makes it dirty. 

πλεονεξία pleonexia – the desire for more; this was often translated coveting, but it did not capture the 
activity done to obtain that which was desired 

Will not be named among you means that these things must be avoided at all costs and confronted 
vigorously among the saints. 

It is important to realize the confrontation is among the saints, not the world (1 Corinthians 5:9-13). 

The ethic for the unbeliever is to believe, not correct their behavior. 

Shameful and Foolish Speech and Word Twisting 

Shameful - αἰσχρότης aischrotēs – means a disgrace, shameful. This noun is used only once in the New 
Testament, but the verb is used a few times (Ephesians 5:12; Titus 1:11) 

Foolish Speech - μωρολογία mōrologia – Compound word from the words for fool and talk, message, or 
speech. This noun is only used this once and there are no verb forms. It is debated, but this can mean 
saying things that are foolish (contrasted with good doctrine) or speaking to someone to make them look 
like a fool. 
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Coarse jesting - εὐτραπελία eutrapelia – compound word, good with to turn. This is understood as witty, 
or even pleasantries in some extra-biblical texts. Used negatively, this is not joking. Also, this is only 
used this one time with no corresponding verbs to explore. This is a word that is almost always seen as a 
good quality, and when it is bad, it is normally because of the intent of the wit. Based upon the context, 
this word must mean that the person uses word games to manipulate and get what he desires. 

What do all these words in this context have in common? They are all based upon a selfish desire to 
get what they want. The keyword in this context is greed. Whether the person is trying to satisfy 
fleshly lusts, financial gain, or even notoriety among people (power, influence), it is done not with 
love but with selfishness; the contrast to these is giving thanks.  

Giving Thanks 

εὐχαριστία eucharistia – is a cognate of “χάρις charis,” what we know as grace. “Good grace” means to 
return grace for grace. God does not require anything to receive what He gives by grace. If being 
thankful were required, then it would not be grace. But the best thing for us is to recognize God’s grace 
and return the grace. 

What are we to be thankful for? Thanksgiving is coming up, and we could list all the things that we are 
thankful for. Normally, this is about provisions, family, freedom, etc. But if we are to be biblical with 
our thankfulness in this context and always, we need to see for what God says to be thankful.  

1. In this immediate context, we need to refer to verse 2 – Christ gave Himself as a sacrifice for us. 

2. 2 Corinthians 4:14-15 – Thankful for the eternal hope in Christ who was raised from the dead and 
will also raise us from the dead 

3. 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 – God gives both the ability and the fruit of labor for the needs of life 

4. Philippians 4:4-7 – The peace of God that is available with both proper focus and prayer 

5. Colossians 2:6-7 – The grace to have eternal life and the grace of being rooted in God are through 
His grace. We do not do good works to be blessed or to be established. 

6. Colossians 3:12-17 – Similar to Philippians, the peace of Christ is available to all who know and 
focus on all the blessings had by the believer. Reminding ourselves through the truth of God in 
Christ Jesus gives us reason to be thankful. 

7. Colossians 4:2-4 – Once again, prayer is often tied to being thankful. Here, the context is that the 
message of Jesus Christ has gone forth and more opportunities will be had.  

8. 1 Timothy 4:1-5 – Marriage and food are good and to be received, understanding that it is God 
who provides all good things. 

Back in Ephesians, we can see the contrast, realize who God is, and what Jesus has done for us. His 
sacrifice is the ultimate example of love, and He wants what is best for us. So, what are we going to do 
with that information? 
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Do we take it and then live for ourselves, living in the same muck that causes so much suffering in 
this world? Or do we appreciate what God has done and therefore live our lives with grace on our 
minds? 

Now comes the difficult part for us. 

To be honest, I do not think this passage was difficult for the saints at Ephesus or for the first-century 
readers of this letter. The problem in this text is both linguistic and presupposition. Typically, when this is 
read, we do not seek to fully understand the meaning of the text. 

Next week, we will begin with a word-for-word translation. Then we will look at all the passages that 
contain the phrase “inherit the Kingdom of God.” 

Then we will look at the possible interpretations from various sources and put them to the test. 

If you desire to get a head start on this, you can review the following texts: 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

1 Corinthians 15:50-57 

Galatians 5:19-21 


