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REVIEW 

Jesus Pre-Existence Studies / The Deity of Christ 
When we talk about the evidence that demonstrates the deity of Jesus, we speak in terms of a preponderance 
of details that leads to one striking claim: The New Testament absolutely claims that Jesus is God. The 
details of this evidence then must be clear that the deity of Christ, His pre-existence, and His eternal 
existence, are sure and verified.  

So far, we have discussed three topics: 

• The Christological Passages 
• The Names of Jesus that Represent His Deity 

o The Word 
o Image 
o Exact Representation 
o Only Begotten 
o First Born 

• Many references to Jesus as God 
o John the Baptizer – Jesus “existed” before him 
o Jesus is worshiped 
o Jesus is attributed as the Lord in the NT where “ הָוֹהְי  Yᵊhōvâ” is used in the Old Testament 

We ended the last lesson with a question. Does Jesus ever call Himself “ הָוֹהְי  Yᵊhōvâ?” 

THE DEITY OF CHRIST 

THE I AM SAYINGS OF JESUS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL 

When evaluating the Gospels, the Gospel of John stands apart. It is the only account of Jesus Christ that 
indicates that it was written to unbelievers. “These things were written so that you might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:31). Therefore, the content in John needs to be examined 
as to how it demonstrates this claim. One of the vital studies in John is the “I AM” statements. 

Throughout John’s account of Jesus, there are several key instances where Jesus uses the words "I AM." 
In the English language, using this phrase is not unique. In John, the words “I am” are used seventy 
times in the NASB95. In the original Greek language, the term “Ἐγώ εἰμι” is the one in question, and 
this will have a particular interest in this study. 

Grammatical Context 

The term in question, “Ἐγώ εἰμι,” is not unusual, however, the statement is emphatic. Typically, one can 
say, “I am…” with just using “Ἐγώ…” (John 1:23, 8:15). Or since “εἰμι” is in the First Person Singular, 
using just “εἰμι…” is stating “I am…” (John 4:9, 7:29). When “Ἐγώ εἰμι” is employed, it is emphatic “I, 
I am.” 
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Historical Context 

In Exodus 3:14, God responded to Moses' question concerning His name. "God said unto Moses I AM 
Who I AM." In Hebrew, this is translated from, " ֹּיַו ֑הֶיְהֶֽא רֶׁ֣שֲא רֶמא֗ .” In the Greek translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, it is “ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ Ὤν.” Morris notes that “ἐγώ εἰμι” is stylized as a deification to the Jewish 
mindset. Morris explains how important this is to the text in John: 

“I am” must have the fullest significance it can bear…. It is not easy to render into 
Greek the Hebrew underlying passages like Exodus 3:14. The LXX translators did 
so with the use of the form we have here. It is an emphatic form of speech and one 
that would not normally be employed in ordinary speech. Thus, to use it was 
recognizably to adopt the divine style.   

It is important to note that the carryover from Hebrew to Greek has its difficulties, but the essence of the 
personal name of God, YHWH, and the emphatic use of identification “ἐγώ εἰμι – I AM” is vital in 
understanding the I AM statements in John. 

We will establish that the I AM statements are not only Jesus being emphatic “Ἐγώ εἰμι,” but He also 
uses these statements to identify Himself as YHWH. 

The I Am Statements in John   

As we have seen, we cannot simply look at the English to distinguish the deific uses of I AM from the 
regular uses; the Greek phrase “Ἐγώ εἰμι” must be searched. In John, the use of this exact term is used 
twenty-five times. There are similar uses, but these are not considered for this study, only the exact 
emphatic use of “Ἐγώ εἰμι.” Of these twenty-five uses, twenty-three are used by or about Jesus. 

One time that it is not used by or about Jesus is John 9:9, where the man whom Jesus healed of 
blindness was emphatic in his insistence that he, indeed, was the one who had been born blind and 
was a beggar.  

The other time that this is used is by John the Baptizer in John 1:20. Here, “Ἐγώ εἰμι” is used with a 
negative particle. John is being emphatic in his answer, “I am not the Christ.” 

Therefore, we must be careful in our evaluation of the use of “Ἐγώ εἰμι." This phrase is not 
completely unique to deification in the Greek language, but the use of this term in the situations that 
Jesus uses it brings a different emphasis to His deity. 

Questions persist as to what should be referred to as an “I AM” statement. David Ball, in his thesis, 
indicates that the “I AM” statements with the predicate are the ones to be emphasized because they are 
about the promises of Jesus, not simply identification. 

It is noted that the emotionally charged nature of certain “I AM” sayings may also be significant for the 
study of John’s audience. However, this is not the main emphasis of John but is the necessary by-
product of his proclamation that Jesus is the fulfillment of Jewish Scriptures. The sub-clauses of the “I 
AM” sayings may also have a bearing on the question of the Johannine audience since they often form a 
promise to believers. 
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There are other uses of “Ἐγώ εἰμι” in John which are usually not emphasized in the same way as the 
great I AM statements. It is enticing to display each “Ἐγώ εἰμι" as deific, however, the fact that others in 
Scripture have used "Ἐγώ εἰμι” when they are emphasizing that it is truly them when questioned cannot 
be ignored (Luke 1:18-20, 9:9). 

These other “Ἐγώ εἰμι” statements in John are as profound in their context. In John 4:25-26, Jesus 
responds to the Samaritan woman after she expressed an understanding of the coming Messiah. Jesus 
responds to her "I AM." Is this a direct revelation that Jesus is not only the Messiah but also the I AM? 
In the text, she is convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, but there is no indication that she perceives that 
she is talking face-to-face with YHWH. Perhaps the interaction with the woman was on one level and 
the recording of the conversation for the readers was on another. Regardless, the use of the term here is 
impactful as this is the first of the "Ἐγώ εἰμι” statements made by Jesus. 

The next text is John 6:20, where the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water in the midst of the storm. 
Jesus calms them by stating “Ἐγώ εἰμι, do not be afraid." There is nothing in the text that indicates that 
He was revealing Himself as the I AM or that the disciples perceived that truth. Regardless, it is 
recorded, and the response from Jesus is atypical. 

The Seven I Am Statements in John 

Most Bible students have learned that there are seven “Ἐγώ εἰμι” statements in the Gospel of John. In 
my opinion, this was an attempt to keep symmetry in John with the number seven—seven “I AM” 
statements and seven signs. I believe that every time Jesus utters the words “Ἐγώ εἰμι” it must be 
examined to see if this was atypical in normal communication. The seven “Ἐγώ εἰμι" statements are: I 
Am the Bread of Life, I Am the Light of the World, I am the Door of the Sheep, I Am the Good 
Shephard, I Am the Resurrection and the Life, I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and finally, I am 
the True Vine. Each of these statements is worthy of its own attention and could be the subject of a 
lengthy dissertation or sermon series. 

It will be noted in this section that each of these has allusions to the Hebrew Scriptures. The wisdom and 
revelation of God are manifold. John does not carry the same Hebraisms as Matthew or Mark, and John 
does not have the chronological precision as Luke. John seems to be written in such a way that, 
regardless of the translation, the simple message of believing in Jesus to have eternal life is clear. John 
lays out various pieces of evidence and details major events in Jesus' life to demonstrate that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God. He desires that the reader understands and believes that Jesus is 
God. But as we dig deeper and understand the words contained in this book, we can see a plan that was 
set from creation, and the sayings of Jesus reveal who He is, the “Ἐγώ εἰμι.” 

I Am the Bread of Life 

John 6:26-71 – This begins with Peter professing that Jesus is the Holy One of God. In this text, Jesus 
begins by admonishing the crowds that they should not seek Him for physical food but for food that 
endures to eternal life. The exchange then proceeds to the Jews desiring manna, and Jesus continues by 
telling them that He is the true bread and only He can truly satisfy.  
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The difficulty is presented when Jesus seems to indicate that He is literally offering His flesh and blood 
to be consumed. In this context, Jesus is equating believing in Him to eating of Him (John 6:47-53). 
Some have suggested that this is speaking of communion, but this was not instituted at this time but 
during the last supper. This escalation by Jesus was to demonstrate that many that were following Him 
were not believers, they simply wanted another meal (John 6:60-65). Jesus is thinning the herd by using 
this challenging “Ἐγώ εἰμι” statement. 

They were looking for physical nourishment; what Jesus offers is full spiritual satisfaction. This is 
exemplified in the Hebrew Scriptures in the Exodus account and in other passages (Deuteronomy 8:3; 
Isaiah 33:16, 36:17; Ezekiel 44:1-3). Throughout these passages, the idea of bread seems to be that of 
spiritual nourishment and satisfaction. Each of the Old Testament passages is directly referring or 
alluding to the Messiah or the Messianic kingdom. 

 


