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REVIEW 

Basic Outline – The study of Jesus Christ is, in my opinion, best done chronologically. 
I. Pre-incarnate Son 

a. Pre-Creation 
b. In Creation 
c. Christophanies 
d. The Angel of the Lord  

Review of John 

John 1:1, 3-4, 10-12, 14, 18 – In the beginning always has been and continues to be the Word. The Word 
always has been and continues to be with God. And God has been and continues to be the Word. 

All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into 
being. In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. ... He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those who were His own did not 
receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to 
those who believe in His name, ... And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. ... No one has seen God at any time; the 
only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. 

Who is the Word? According to our study, the Word is identified as Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:13 – He is 
called the Word of God).  

John makes this very clear. Jesus is the Word, the creator, Life, light, life-giver, the first. Jesus was not a tool 
used by God, rather He is one with God and has been and always will be God. 

Next, we move on to the other three Christological passages. 

PHILIPPIANS  

Philippians 2:5-7 – Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form 
of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

Verse 6 begins with “who, although He existed in the form of God….” 

The pronoun “ὅς hos” refers to Christ Jesus back in verse 5.  

Existed is the participle “ὑπάρχω huparchō.” As a participle, this indicates possessions. Jesus Christ 
possessed the form of God. 

Form is the word “μορφή morphē” and describes the unique quality or aspect of a person or thing. To say 
that someone is “in morphē” indicates the nature is shared. Jesus shares the nature of God.  

This word is also used in verse 7, “taking on the form (morphē) of a slave.” Jesus, in His humanity, shared 
the nature of a slave. 
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This word is contrasted to “ὁμοίωμα homoiōma” which means likeness, a copy, similar but not the same. 
In verse 7, “having become in the likeness of men.” 

This is also contrasted with “σχῆμα schēma” which means figure, shape, appearance (as opposed to what 
is actually real). In verse 8, Jesus was found in appearance of a man. This is not to discount the reality of 
Jesus' humanity, but there is one major difference. He was made into flesh yet without the nature of cursed 
man due to sin, and He was without any sin in His humanity. Jesus is the uniquely born man. 

The first part of verse 6 plainly makes the claim that Jesus is God then says that Jesus did not hold on to it. 

The phrase a thing to be grasped (or robbery in the KJV) is “ἁρπαγμός harpagmos” This is the noun form 
of the verb “ἁρπάζω harpazō,” which is the word that is translated as “rapturo” in the Latin Vulgate where 
we get the term rapture. This is the only use of the noun, but we can see from the verb usage that this 
means “seized, snatched, clutched, claimed, or retained.” Often the verb is used to indicate a valuable 
possession that is held onto at all costs. If Jesus did consider equality with God something to be retained, 
then He would not have come to the physical realm as a human. 

Because Jesus did not evaluate the treasure of being equal with God something to be held on to at all 
costs, the implication is that He waived His rights to the retention of His divine position. 

“But emptied himself.” 

This concept is not about humility alone but also what Jesus gave up to our Savior. 

Possible rendering: 

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not evaluate the treasure of being equal with God something to be held on to, but denied His own 
divine rights, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

COLOSSIANS 

Colossians 1:13-17 – For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and 
for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

To understand this attribute of Jesus Christ, one must understand this attribute of the Tri-unity God — 
invisibility. In the Hebrew Scriptures, the invisibility of God is known, appreciated, and respected. 

Genesis 16:13, 32:30; Exodus 24:10, 33:17-23; Numbers 12:5-8; Judges 6:20-24, 13:21-23 

A significant attribute of God is that no one can see Him. They understood that when He makes Himself 
visible, there is a risk involved. The only way that the invisible God can be seen face-to-face is when He is 
not in His glory. In a Theophany/Christophany, they were looking at the image of the invisible God. 

As stated in Colossians, Jesus is the image of the invisible God. This image is not like a painting but the 
visible manifestation of the invisible. It is through this “visible of the invisible” that the world was created.  
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HEBREWS 

Hebrews 1:1-3 – God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many 
ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and 
upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. 

The writer first acknowledges that the method of God’s communication to Israel and mankind was 
through prophets in a variety of ways. Then the writer announces that God has spoken to us in the Son. 

The phrase has some fascinating characteristics: 

1. The last days are from the time of Christ’s incarnation until His return (2 Timothy 3:1-5; James 
5:3, 7-9). 

2. ἐλάλησεν ἡμῖν ἐν υἱῷ - He has spoken to us in Son – This does not say His Son. This would 
emphasize the nature of the Son rather than His relationship with the Father. 

3. It was through Jesus that the world was made. 
4. “χαρακτὴρ τῆς ὑποστάσεως,” translated exact representation, relates to a seal on wax. Its essence 

is as if the seal is the actual hand of the one holding the seal. 

DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST 

The deity of Jesus is captured in these texts with various words and expressions. God is invisible and 
immortal, and eternal. How can a man who is visible, mortal, and seemed temporal be God? 

John 1:18 – No one has seen God at any time, the Only-begotten God, the One who is in the bosom of 
the Father, He has explained (exegeted, interpreted).  

Hebrews 11:24-27 – As seeing Him who is unseen.  

1 John 4:12, 20 – John uses the unseen God as the basis to explain that we have the opportunity to 
demonstrate His character, His love.  

Romans 1:18-23 – Two attributes of God’s invisibility are delineated: eternal power and divine nature. 
What are the aspects of eternal power and divine nature? 

1. Creator. 
a. That which is seen is made by that which is not seen 
b. That which is physical is made by that which is immaterial 
c. That which is temporal is made by that which is eternal 

2. Wisdom 
a. The wisdom of God is foolishness for man 
b. The wisdom of God is found in His grace  

3. Glory 
a. The glory of God is frightening to man 
b. The glory of God is unfathomable to man 

In what way does Jesus make these invisible attributes, visible? 



Christology – Philippians, Colossians, Hebrews 

Christology 04 BHC KC 2021 

1. Creator – Miraculous works, the signs in John 
a. John 2:1-11 – Changing water into wine. Control over chemical composition and time 
b. John 4:46-54 – Power over the body’s state of weakness, prone to disease and death, even from an 

impossible distance 
c. John 5:1-15 – Healing of a lame man who had been ill for 38 years.  
d. John 6:5-14 – Feeding of the 5,000. Creates food, substances for the body and had more leftovers 

than what He started with. 
e. John 6:16-24 – Jesus walks on water, power over the laws of the physical universe 
f. John 9:1-7 – Healing of the man born blind, unheard of in all accounts of healing. Normal healing 

was done to reverse the effect of a disease or illness. This was done to demonstrate that Jesus could 
reverse the very state in which a person was born. 

g. John 11:1-45 – Others in biblical history have been restored to life, but this one was after three days. 
This demonstrates that Jesus has power over life and death itself. 

2. Wisdom 
a. John 2:13-25 – Cleansing of the temple, a picture of the wisdom of God vs. the wisdom of man. 
b. John 4:7-45 – Samaritan woman. According to man, this interaction was not supposed to occur. He 

spoke to her about her life. The Samaritans believed Jesus’ words, His message. 
c. John 5:17-47 – Jesus speaks of the various witnesses to who He is. This speaking confounds the 

wisdom of the Pharisees, the intellectual scholars of their day.  
d. John 8:31-59 – The truth will set you free. Jesus came to testify of the truth. 
e. John 10:1-18 – Jesus spoke in parables to demonstrate that the Jewish lost cannot understand 

heavenly wisdom. 
f. John 13:5-20 – Wisdom of God. The Lord God in human form washing the feet of his disciples. 
g. John 13:1-16:33 – Upper room discourse, Jesus discloses truth to the disciples that is beyond their 

understating; they will understand when the helper comes. 
3. Glory 

a. John 1:1-18 – The Word became flesh 
b. John 1:29-34 - Baptism of Jesus, Spirit descending and resting on Jesus. The Father’s testimony 

“This is my beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.” 
c. Transfiguration – Seen in His glory 
d. John 20:19-29, 21:1-17 – Accounts of Jesus’ resurrection 
e. Ascension of Jesus 
f. Other appearances – Paul  

In all these instances and more, Jesus perfectly provided the perfect image of the invisible to those who 
were there and to us who read about the accounts. Jesus explains the un-seeable God to the world, and when 
we see Jesus, we see the Father. 


