
Isaiah 53 – The Suffering Servant 

BD SP 3   BHC KC 2021 

Isaiah 

Isaiah lived during the rapid decline of Israel (Northern Kingdom). God prophesied and handed them over 
to judgment as they are taken into captivity by Assyria. If you read the text, you will see the Messianic 
promises are sprinkled throughout the entire text, but there are also large sections that are clearly Messianic 
as well.  

The book is directly quoted over 65 times, with allusions totaling over 200 times, in the New Testament. 
One of the most important phrases in Isaiah is “Holy One of Israel” and is used 28 times. One cannot 
separate YHWH from Israel. God is God, and if Israel is ever completely wiped out, then YHWH is not 
God. 

In Isaiah 1:1, he gives “the days” that he ministered. It was during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah. In light of God’s judgment upon the northern tribes and through the prophets of 
God, Isaiah being one of the foremost, Judah makes spiritual renovations under King Uzziah and Hezekiah. 

Isaiah 1-5 is a vast poetic prophetic utterance against Israel and Judah.  

Isaiah 6 records the personal call and commission of Isaiah. Why not lead with this? I look at chapters 1-5 
as a prelude and then chapter 6 as the beginning of the story. 

Isaiah 7-12 confronts Ahaz, Judah, and Israel for their reliance on foreign kings and unfaithfulness to God. 

Isaiah 13-23 – There are 10 foreign nations on which the Lord, through Isaiah, pronounces judgment. 
Babylon gets particular attention, being addressed twice (13:1-14:23 and 21:1-10). As discussed before, 
Isaiah 13:1-14:23 is about the destruction of Babylon in the day of the Lord, not its destruction in the 6th 
Century. 

Isaiah 24-27 – The Lord will take His vengeance upon the nations of the earth and will restore Israel. 

Isaiah 28-35 – Warnings of judgment against Judah for disregarding the Lord and relying on Egypt for their 
safety. 

Isaiah 36-39 is a historical section where the text records the crisis when the Assyrian army encompassed 
Jerusalem. Hezekiah’s lament, prayers, praises, and mistakes are demonstrated. This section is the prophecy 
that is most directly about the captivity of Judah by Babylon. 

Isaiah 40-66 is often referred to as the hope (or salvation) section of Isaiah. It begins (40-48) with the hope 
of Israel’s restoration to those who would be taken captive and the promise that Israel will once again be the 
great and powerful nation on the earth. 

The Suffering Servant – Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

The passage begins with the Servant being exalted, but who is this Servant? In Isaiah, the context must 
determine the identity of the Servant. Sometimes it is Israel (Isaiah 41:8-9), other instances demand that it is 
one individual. Reading Isaiah 52:13-53:12 must result in identifying the Servant as an individual and not 
Israel. There is one in Israel’s prophecies that would be able to do what is described in Isaiah 53, the 
Messiah. 
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The text begins with the identity of the Servant who is highly exalted but is not admired for His outward 
characteristics (Isaiah 53:2). If we remember Saul and how he was chosen, this is in direct contrast to the 
way men pick their leaders. 

The Servant is hated and despised (Isaiah 53:3).  

The Servant demonstrates selflessness and grace even to those who reject Him. The Servant takes on the 
guilt of sinners and the ungodly (Isaiah 53:4-6).  

The Servant did not resist and did not speak out against His oppressors (Isaiah 53:7). 

The Servant takes all the consequences of sin. He takes the punishment for all; He receives the judgment 
due to man for their sinfulness (Isaiah 53:8). 

“Because He was rejected, we are accepted by God. Because He was alienated from God, we are 
drawn near to our heavenly father. Because He endured the guilt of moral failure, we are 
forgiven. Because He experienced intolerable pain, we can be healed. Because He bore our 
punishment, we will not be judged.” - Mitch Glaser  

Atonement is one of the most difficult concepts in the Bible. Atonement was possibly first demonstrated in 
Genesis 3:21. After laying out the consequences for Adam’s rebellion, God makes them garments of skin. It 
is later fully explained in Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy. The sacrifice of an innocent unblemished 
animal takes the sin of the one who sacrifices. The promises to Israel are incomplete without atonement and 
the shedding of blood (Leviticus 17:11). Without the concept of atonement, the meaning of Isaiah 53 is lost. 
The idea of one who is innocent dying for the guilty is essential. His sacrificial atoning death is the essence 
of the Servant (Isaiah 53:8-10). 

In reading this section, we must conclude that there is one, or one predicted, that would sacrifice Himself as 
an atonement for the sin of Israel and mankind. We have come to understand that this person is Jesus the 
Messiah (whom we call Christ). Isaiah indicates that the Servant will die as a substitute for us; through His 
death, our sins are forgiven, and we are granted the provision of atonement. 

But the news is not grim, even though He, the Servant, would die. Isaiah 53 ends with gladness and hope 
(Isaiah 53:12). Due to the sacrifice of the Servant, He will be greatly rewarded. How can this be true if the 
Servant dies as an atonement? Because the Servant will be resurrected (Philippians 2:5-11). 

Isaiah 53 is a section that was written to Israel. As Gentiles, we can understand it and see both the plan of 
God and the beauty in God’s provision in Jesus Christ. 


