
Christology – Part 1	

BD	051	 BHC	KC	2021	

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY 

Christology – This is made up of two words, Christ and -ology. -Ology is defined as a “branch of knowledge.” 
To simplify, this is the study of Christ. 

Why study Christ? – The reason we are doing this study now is because of Ephesians 4:11-13. 
Shepherds/Teachers are to use the Word of God as delineated by the apostles and prophets to equip the saints. 
As we discovered in our study of Ephesians, the goal of this instruction is the unity of the faith. 

Unity of the faith – We, as a body of believers who have the Bible as the authority in all matters, must 
come to a unified position of the doctrines of God. If there is disagreement in the doctrines, then we must 
examine the Scriptures in order to let the Word of God determine what is truth. 

The faith contains all the doctrines of God as revealed in Scripture. This contains the literal creation, the 
fall of man and the curse upon this creation, sinful nature of man, Israel as God’s chosen nation, righteous 
judgment of God, Messianic promise, Jesus the son of God, eschatology, and many others. 

We arrive at the unity of the faith, but the more specific destination is the knowledge of the Son of God. 
This takes from 8-10 core doctrines in Scripture and focuses on the fulcrum of all the doctrines, the 
knowledge of the Son of God. The goal is epignosis, to grow into the full, complete, and precise 
knowledge of the Son of God. 

There are many other verses that signify that Jesus is the main doctrine to understand. 

• John 1:18 – Jesus personifies and explains the Father to us 
• Acts 2:36 – Jesus is both Lord and Messiah 
• Acts 4:12 – Jesus is the only One that can save 
• Acts 10:43 – Jesus is the One spoken of through the prophets  
• Acts 17:30-31 – Jesus is the Judge of the world 

This list of verses should cause us to ask the question the disciples did on the boat, “What kind of man is 
this?” (Matthew 8:27) 

• Philippians 3:7-11 – The greatest achievement in the world is to know Jesus Christ 
• Colossians 1:27-29 – The goal for all is to be complete in Christ 
• 1 Timothy 3:16 – The common confession is about Jesus 
• 2 Timothy 2:8 – Remember Jesus Christ 

The Gospel is a proclamation of good things about what God has done for you through Jesus Christ. The 
normal believing response to the Gospel is out of self-preservation. I want salvation; God offers it through 
Jesus Christ; I believed that Jesus is the One who imparts life; Jesus died for me paying for my sins; Jesus 
rose from the dead demonstrating proof of a once-for-all worthy sacrifice and ascended to the right hand 
of the Father promising to return. 

Afterward, we may read about Jesus, but the typical understanding is that Jesus’ life was simply in 
preparation to die on the cross. We value Jesus, but do we know Him? Can we answer the question? 
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Method – The entire Word of God is the source material. We cannot ignore any part of the text. However, not 
every word, theme, or account is about Jesus.  

There is a growing philosophical approach to Scripture that endeavors to find Jesus Christ in every text of 
Scripture. This is called a Christological Hermeneutic. Following their methodology forces Jesus Christ 
into every account, every sentence, every word, every letter of both the Hebrew and Greek Texts (Old and 
New Testaments). This is not an exaggeration.  

Albert Mohler in He Is Not Silent: Preaching in a Postmodern World wrote: 

Every single text of Scripture points to Christ. He is the Lord of all, and therefore He is the Lord of 
the Scriptures too. From Moses to the prophets, He is the focus of every single word of the Bible. 
Every verse of Scripture finds its fulfillment in Him, and every story in the Bible ends with Him. 

Hebrew Alphabet Christological study 

Noel R. Vincent – apologiaveritas.org (defending the truth) 

Christological Typology is a subset of Old Testament Christology and is primarily concerned with 
identifying and interpreting the parabolic representations of the person and work of Jesus Christ that 
are found in the people, things, and events of the Old Testament. 

Vincent does show restraint but uses more license to go beyond what’s biblically explained and comes up 
with his own interpretations of types. His rules contain the following: 

Types should be obvious once revealed 
The original audience/author need not have been aware 

Don’t press them too far 

Where does Vincent get these rules? “Biblical evidence and practical reason must be brought to the study 
of Old Testament types.” Here are two examples. 

Boaz – name means “in him is strength,” lived in Bethlehem, was the kinsman-redeemer, restored 
the land to Naomi (a type of Israel), married Ruth the Moabitess (a Gentile bride and type of the 
church), was introduced to his bride by an unnamed servant who was the lord of the harvest (a type 
of the Holy Spirit), was the great-grandfather of King David (upon whose throne Christ would sit). 

Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6-8) – was provided by God’s grace, was preached as the only way of escaping 
God’s judgment, man was invited to enter in, one had to be “in” the ark when the judgment came, it 
was covered in “pitch,” (which is the same Hebrew word – kippur – as in Yom Kippur, or Day of 
Atonement), which covers sin, was made of something alive (wood) that had to die in order to be 
able to save, it had only one door, it completed the work of salvation for all those who trusted in it, 
those carried by it emerged after the flood on the same calendar day as the resurrection of Christ. 

It sounds reasonable, it preaches well, but the Bible does not teach this. Nowhere in the text is Boaz used 
as a type of Christ, let alone having Ruth represent Gentiles and the church. This is error, not truth.  



Christology – Part 1	

BD	051	 BHC	KC	2021	

Keith Essex 

Although all Evangelicals agree that OT Narrative Literature has a definite theological intent, there 
is a division between those who relate all of that intent generally to God with only a few direct or 
indirect references to Christ (Theocentric) and those who would relate every passage to Christ 
(Christocentric). According to Christocentric exponents, there is a definite “Redemptive-Historical” 
view of hermeneutics built upon, but distinct from, a merely historical-grammatical-theocentric 
hermeneutic. 

Although I agree with Essex, I am also careful with a “theocentric” hermeneutic. Every account should be 
asked, what does this teach me about God (what is the theology)? However, not every passage expresses 
God, His nature, His intent, etc.  

The account of Judah and Tamar in Genesis 38 gives us the history of Israel, but there are no theological 
lessons. 

The biblical hermeneutic must remain in the Literal Grammatical Historical method. This is the only way 
to let Scripture speak for itself. Within the Hebrew Scripture, Jesus Christ is taught (Luke 24:27, 44-47; 
John 5:46). We must give the Word of God the utmost respect and demonstrate that if the text desires to 
teach about the Messiah then it will be clear or explained in later texts. 

Coupled with the primary source (the Bible and a proper hermeneutic), we also have some secondary 
sources. There have been many great men who have taken on the endeavor of writing and teaching 
Christology. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Charles C. Ryrie, John Walvoord, Oliver Green (underrated but with 
issues), and William and Richard McCarrell are among my favorites in the area of studying Jesus Christ. 

I am not going to try to recreate the study, but I will take the work of previous men, verify information 
against the Scriptures, recategorize the lessons, and teach all that I can about Jesus Christ. 

To recap our method: 

1. We rely upon the Scriptures using the Literal (Normative), Grammatical, Historical (Cultural) 
method 

2. We disavow the Christological Hermeneutical method 
3. We avoid typology except when expressed by Scripture 
4. We use, not rely upon, work that others have done in categorizing and teaching Christology 

Basic Outline – The study of Jesus Christ is, in my opinion, best done chronologically. 

I. Pre-incarnate Son 

a. Pre-Creation 

b. In Creation 

c. Christophanies 

d. The Angel of the Lord 



Christology – Part 1	

BD	051	 BHC	KC	2021	

 

II. Christ Incarnate (Jesus in the Flesh) 

a. Prophetic Overview 

b. Birth and Childhood 

c. Life of Christ - Gospel of Mark 

d. Doctrinal Concepts of the Life of Christ 

III. Christ – Death and Burial, Resurrection, and Ascension 

a. Detailed Review of the Final Week 

b. The Crucifixion 
i. Prophecy 

ii. Reality 
iii. Importance 
iv. Impact 

c. The Resurrection 
i. Prophecy 

ii. Reality 
iii. Importance 
iv. Impact 

d. The Ascension 
i. Prophecy 

ii. Reality 
iii. Importance 
iv. Impact 

IV. Christ Currently 

a. Current King? 

b. High Priesthood 

c. Head of the Church 

V. Christ’s Messianic Kingdom 

VI. Christ’s Forever Kingdom (Age of Ages) 

Where to begin? 

Next week, we begin our journey exploring the pre-incarnate Son. Where do you think we will begin? 

John 1  


