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THE REAL QUESTION 

Why talk about rewards? The short answer is because the Bible does. Why does the Bible address rewards?  

Matthew 19:27-30 – In this text, we see a very man-centered question followed by a divine response. The 
twelve (eleven) had sacrificed a lot—real sacrifice. Their families had depended upon them, and they left 
all that behind. What was in it for them? Two answers: they will sit upon thrones, judging (ruling) the 
twelve tribes of Israel, and whoever will sacrifice will inherit many times as much. 

For those who think that the question was audacious as I do, Jesus did not answer Peter in that way. He 
used the myopic view of Peter to address a truth. God will not be out given. 

THE REALITY OF THE ETERNAL SECURITY 

Having been freely saved by His grace, there is an expectation placed upon the believer. To those who do not 
meet expectations, there is no condemnation (Romans 8:1). Jesus paid the penalty for all sin including the sin 
in the life of the believer. Every believer must remain eternally secure as a child of God since salvation relies 
upon the promise and faithfulness of Jesus Christ and not upon the believer’s works. 

MOTIVATIONS FOR THE BELIEVER 

If eternal life is secure, why should a believer seek and do the will of God? Scripture provides four clear 
motivations for the believer. 

Grace – We must begin here. We are saved by grace. Grace is unmerited favor. What we receive by grace 
cannot be earned; otherwise, it is no longer grace. Consequently, what is received by grace cannot be 
kept by works. Everything we have by grace cannot be detailed at this time. But the simple act of 
salvation is a good starting point. If salvation (from hell and eternal damnation to heaven and eternal 
life) were the only thing that God provided us, then it would be enough to simply appreciate that gift 
with the dedication of our lives (Titus 2:11-14). 

Natural Consequences – This should go without saying, but often believers mistake the grace of God as a 
“get out of jail free” card. 1 Peter 4:15 – There is suffering from authority if one does evil. We also see 
this in Romans 13:3-4. Nowhere in Scripture does God indicate that He will save us from the earthly 
natural consequences of sin, abuse, and rebellion. 
Many of the instructions of God in the epistles give information that had not been revealed to the 
Gentile population. God is simply expressing His understanding of human behavior, telling us what 
will make us satisfied and happy in this life. When believers chase the world’s idea of what will make 
us satisfied and happy, we often become frustrated and bitter. 

Discipline – Discipline is not punitive but instructive and most often presents itself in the form of 
confrontation and instruction of God’s word through pastors, teachers, and mentors (Heb. 12:10-13). 

Evaluation – For the believer, there is no condemnation, but there will be an evaluation. This evaluation is 
to determine suitable rewards for those who have served Him.  
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THE REALITY OF THE EVALUATION OF THE BELIEVER’S WORKS 

The doctrine of rewards is an essential companion to the understanding of salvation by grace. Since the 
believer cannot contribute to his acceptance by God, no one must attribute service as beneficial to salvation.  

Genesis 15:1 – Abraham had already received the promises by faith, but due to his faithfulness to YHWH, 
he also derived great benefits. 

Proverbs 25:22 – The intended audience of Proverbs are those who already believe in YHWH. Once 
again, a proper response from the believer concerning his enemies will be rewarded by God. 

Isaiah 40:10-11 – For the remnant of Israel, this is comforting; for the enemies of God, this is terrifying.  

There are a few common terms for reward in the Greek New Testament:  

μισθός (misthos) – This noun refers to something earned due to a particular action or attitude.  

ἀποδίδωμι (apodidōmi) – This verb is used to describe giving payment in return for something. 

Matthew 6:1-6: “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise 
you have no (misthos) with your Father who is in heaven. So when you give to the poor, do not sound 
a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 
honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their (misthos) in full. But when you give to the poor, 
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and 
your Father who sees what is done in secret will (apodidōmi) you. When you pray, you are not to be 
like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that 
they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their (misthos) in full. But you, when you 
pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your 
Father who sees what is done in secret will (apodidōmi) you.  

ἀνταποδίδωμι (antapodidōmi) verb –   

ἀνταπόδοσις (antapodosis) noun –  

These words are used to mean repay, sometimes for the wicked but also for the reward promised to 
believers who do what is right (Luke 14:14; Colossians 3:23-24). 

μισθαποδοσία (misthapodosia) - The writer of Hebrews takes both of these words and makes a compound 
word that also expresses an emphatic understanding of reward. 

Hebrews 10:32-39 – In verse 35, confidence or boldness of doing right in the face of tremendous 
pressure has great reward. 

κομίζω (komizō) – This verb means to obtain, receive back, or regain what was lost or spent. 

Ephesians 6:5-8 – There is a reality that most of us do not understand. Believing slaves were to do 
what was right, working as unto the Lord. Most slaves of the day would not benefit from this in the 
world they lived in. Instead, they looked forward to being paid back as a reward from God. 

 


