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Ephesians 3:1-13 – The Church’s Mission (Paul’s Encouragement to the Church) 

Now that we have identified what this new administration is, that is the make-up of the church is both of 
believing Israelis and believing Gentiles, we can now move onto the mission of the church.  

Because this text is built from the difficult section of 2:11-22, the controversy has already been handled and 
we can progress a little more quickly than the previous sections.  

Ephesians 3:1-13 – Initial Observations 

Verses 1-13 is a paragraph in which Paul speaks in two veins.  

The first begins and ends this paragraph. Paul’s imprisonment is based upon the teaching of Jew and 
Gentile in one new entity. Because Paul was called to this task specifically and is a benefit to the 
Gentiles particularly, Paul says not to “lose heart” in this situation because it is “for their glory.” The 
mission was so important that Paul has no problem being mistreated for their benefit. Consequently, 
they should not diminish that sacrifice by giving up. 

The second is about the inclusion of the Gentiles and that this newly revealed administration is now the 
bearer of the manifold wisdom of God. This mission of the church is stated here. The benefits of being 
in the body of Christ are clear; here, we learn about the responsibility of the church. 

The content of this paragraph is mostly very easy, and if the first two chapters have been understood, then 
the content will be easily absorbed. The goal of this section is twofold: first to explain Paul’s mission, then 
to explain the church's mission. The anticipated outcome is that they do not lose heart. The reality of Paul’s 
arrest and possible death sentence is causing the church in Ephesus to become discouraged. 

Ephesians 3:1-13 – Textual Observations 

This section is one paragraph with three main sentences 
1-7 – “The mystery was made known to me by revelation.” 
8-12 – “This grace was given to me to preach and to bring to light.” 

Verses 10-12 is a subordinate clause that details the purpose, goal, or intended results. 
13 – I ask you not to be discouraged. 

Many phrases and clauses support these main sentences. 

Ephesians 3:1-7 – Review  

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed offensive to both Jew and Greek, but during this time, the preaching of 
Jesus was more tolerable being deemed a sect of Judaism. What was intolerable to the Jews was Gentiles 
being included in the promises and participating in the administration of God. It is for this reason that the 
Jews demanded Paul’s imprisonment and death; consequently, Paul is imprisoned. 

Paul expounds upon this new man, the body of Christ Jesus, the household of God by making known the 
mystery of Christ bringing in the Gentiles with the Jews into the administration of the grace of God. 

Paul provides his insight (how all the plans of God flow together) by exclaiming in many ways that unity is 
paramount in the function of the current administration called the church.  
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Ephesians 3:8-12 – The Mission of the Church 

The humility of Paul is forefront. Paul is perpetually emphasizing that he is not worthy of the honor given to 
him by God (1 Corinthians 15:9; 1 Timothy 1:15). 

Paul references grace in this passage (mercy in 1 Timothy) as the benefit of being an apostle with a 
specific mission to the Gentiles. This mission is a huge honor, but it also comes with a significant cost 
(Acts 9:15-16; Romans 8:35-36; 1 Corinthians 4:11-13; 2 Corinthians 11:21-29, 12:11). 

Paul gladly pays the price to be a partner with the Gospel because he began as an enemy. The other 
eleven were with Jesus from the beginning and are the witnesses of Jesus Christ having walked with 
Him. The grace of God is not only in His justification and salvation but also in the fact that he is 
permitted to participate. 

Paul was to preach and bring to light. The word preach is the same from verse 17 “εὐαγγελίζω euangelizō” 
and means to proclaim good news. The proclaiming of good news is regarding the unfathomable riches of 
Christ. 

Then Paul states that he will bring it light, “φωτίζω phōtizō” shine a light, illuminate. This word was used in 
Ephesians 1:18 and used as a foreshadowing of what Paul will illuminate now, the administration of the 
mystery. In both the reflection and anticipation of the church, Paul states that this is the unfathomable riches 
of Christ.  

ἀνεξιχνίαστος anexichniastos (an-ehk-eech-knee-ahs-tos) is rooted in the word for steps or footsteps. 
The alpha negative with an emphatic prefix indicates that one is not able to follow, this cannot be 
searched out, this cannot be comprehended. It is used in Romans 11:33 to emphasize the ways of God. 

Here, the word is connected to the riches of Christ which we have seen in this letter already (1:7, 18, 
2:7) and will see again (3:16). The riches of Christ include but are not limited to salvation, adoption, 
administration, and eternal blessings provided to the believer by grace through faith. 

Paul is shining a light upon the administration. Everything else in this verse is supportive of the 
administration: of the mystery, that which has been hidden, from eternity, in God who created everything. 
We have already covered this administration. The administration of the grace of God means that the rules 
have changed. In times past a person followed the law to be blessed, but now we are blessed. The proper 
response is to act in appreciation for what He has already provided. 

Being a part of this administration is not without responsibilities. This section is not about the individual 
responsibility but the responsibility of the whole. This administration was created so that the manifold 
wisdom of God would be made known….  

Verse 10 begins with “ἵνα hina” and is always followed by a subjunctive. In Greek, the subjunctive mood is 
normally the mood of possibility. This is why this is typically translated, “so that it might be made known.” 
The rule of “hina” clauses, however, is that the contingency is based upon the premise. If the premise is 
true, then the “hina” clause is true. If the premise is possible but uncertain, then the “hina” is possible but 
uncertain. If the premise is untrue, then the “hina” is untrue. 

The premise for verse 10 is verses 8-9. We know for certain that the premise is true and has been 
accomplished. Therefore the “hina” clause is also certain: “so that the manifold wisdom of God would 
be made known…” 
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This is where we come to a question? What does it mean that the church makes known the manifold wisdom 
of God to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places? 

Does the church make known the manifold wisdom of God to the angelic and demonic realm? 
The combination of these terms, rulers and authorities (ἀρχαῖς…ἐξουσίαις), is used 10 times in the Greek 
New Testament.  

Luke 12:11; 1 Corinthians 15:24; Ephesians 1:21, 6:12; Colossians 1:16, 2:15; Titus 3:1 
What we can determine from these uses: 

1. It indicates authority 
2. The context can be that of the spiritual realm 
3. Most of the contexts indicate an “everything” approach 

 

In reviewing the entire context of Ephesians 3:7-12, we have the phrase in verse 9, who created all things. 
That phrase immediately precedes the “hina” clause, so it should not be ignored.  
In that case, the idea would be that the “mystery” was long hidden indeed but hidden only in design. The 
church’s mission is to make known the manifold wisdom of God to the widest possible scale—to all 
creation, including the spiritual realm.  
The questions of when and how are not necessarily mentioned here. The church is the proclaimer of the 
truth, but it is also the object of the grace of God. Remember in Ephesians 2:7, we noted that we are used 
and will be used to demonstrate His grace in the ages to come.  
This does not mean that we proclaim directly to the angelic realm. There is not a command in Scripture to 
do this and there is no instruction on how to do this. But we do know that the spiritual realm looks upon 
man with wonder (1 Peter 1:12; 1 Timothy 3:16). 

The rest of the sentence is reiterated from previous sections in the letter. The eternal purpose is seen in 
Ephesians 1:3-11. The bold confidence in access to God is restated from 2:18. 

The emphasis of our access in 2:18 demonstrates the same access through one spirit. This promotes unity. 
In chapter 3, the emphasis is the connection with God through faith. 

Verse 13 completes the paragraph with the final sentence. The inferential conjunction “dio” could refer to 
verse 12, which would indicate that Paul’s efforts result in them having access. The issue I take with this is 
that it not Paul’s efforts that grant them access. 

Instead, this is better understood as the whole paragraph, especially since it begins with the reason he is in 
prison—his work on their behalf.  
The privilege of the office was graced to Paul and is significant for the Ephesians. Because of the will of 
God and the efforts of Paul, the Ephesian church benefits, and they should not be ashamed. The clause, 
therefore, gives the readers a reason or motive for not giving up. Paul’s afflictions were endured for them 
and were of great value. 
This is stated differently in 2 Timothy 1:8, 16.  

Lose heart is “ἐκκακέω ekkakeō” and is rooted in the word for evil but is consistently used for being 
discouraged, “to lose one’s motivation in continuing a desirable pattern of conduct or activity,” “to be afraid 
in the face of a great difficulty.” 
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Paul’s imprisonment is based upon the teaching of Jew and Gentile in one new entity. Because Paul was 
called to this task specifically and is a benefit to the Gentiles particularly, Paul says not to “lose heart” in this 
situation because it is “for their glory.” The mission was so important that Paul has no problem being 
mistreated for their benefit. Consequently, they should not diminish that sacrifice by giving up. 

The second is about the inclusion of the Gentiles and that this newly revealed administration is now the bearer 
of the manifold wisdom of God. This mission of the church is stated here. The benefits of being in the body of 
Christ are clear, here we learn about the responsibility of the church. 

Here is a question we have not asked yet. How does the church make known the manifold wisdom of God? 
It’s not discussed just yet and will be in 4:11-16. It is first communicated through apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, and pastor/teachers. The church must first become unified in doctrine. Then in 4:17 through the 
rest of the letter, the function of the church is demonstrated. 

 
 
 


