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Who is Man?  - The Destiny of Man 

 

THE REAL QUESTION 

As stated previously, the question of a doctrine of God is really a question of worldview. Who is man? In other 
words, what is your view of man? In this lesson, we will quickly contrast what secularism says about man and 
what the Bible says about man.  

The precedence is found in Acts 17:22-31. In this text, we see that Paul addresses origins, nature, morality, and 
destiny to a group of pagans, contrasting their worldview with the truth. 

WHO IS MAN? – DESTINY (SECULAR) 

According to atheist.org, one of their goals is to “Develop and propagate a social philosophy in which 
humankind is central and must itself be the source of strength, progress, and ideals for the wellbeing and 
happiness of humanity.” Their goal is human legacy, human improvement, changing the world to their vision. 

“My afterlife will be in the memories of those I knew, those who loved me, those who carry me on in their 
hearts. I, myself, cease to exist. 

“This gives me a beautiful, shockingly beautiful sense of the Now. Being in the present, the here and now, is 
the ultimate reward of life. I am constantly gobsmacked by the minutiae of life; I stand in awe of the things 
around me right now. There's no reward, no judgment, no heaven, no hell. I live right now.” 

To what end? Physical death is the end; there is no hope; there is nothing to look forward to. Death is self-
manipulated into a good thing. 

“I think that when I die I’ll cease to exist, and in some ways I’m happy about that.  Life is hard work.  Life 
is good, worthy work that I’m proud of and that makes me feel good, for the most part, but even though I’ll 
probably be sad to die (and I’d hate to think I was about to die any time soon), I’m still glad, in principle, 
that some day life will cease, and my burdens will dissolve with my joys.  I don't want to live forever.” 

“…what we think happens when we die is that we die, only our contributions to the world we are departing 
will live on, and that's all there is to it.” 

Answers in Genesis sums up this worldview:  

“According to evolutionary ideas, the universe will continue expanding forever, all the usable energy in the 
universe will be converted into a useless form, and life will be impossible. Not only is each individual 
human rushing headlong toward the grave, so is our very universe. Our species, just like every other species, 
is destined for extinction. None of our accomplishments, advancements, breakthroughs, triumphs, or 
heartbreaks will ultimately matter as we face extinction along with our universe. This is certainly a bleak 
and hopeless perspective.” 

Secularists and atheists may try to reason their way out of this perspective, but in the end, an honest atheist must 
face it. An atheist wrote some time ago an article titled “Yes life without God can be bleak, Atheism is about 
facing up to that.”  

What is the source of authority for this worldview? It is man. Man is able to know; man is complete in their 
reasoning; man is the answer. However, all man can do is evaluate this universe from a very narrow and myopic 
point of view, and they claim that theory and hypothesis are the same as truth. 
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WHO IS MAN? – DESTINY (BIBLICAL) 

As believers in Jesus Christ, our source of authority is the Bible. What does the Bible say is the destiny 
of man? What is the destiny of both the believer and natural man? 

Apart from God, the destiny of man is to die (Romans 6:23). This is not only caused by the sin nature 
but also by personal sin and rebellion (Ephesians 2:1-3). The death of man is not only physical but 
spiritual (Hebrews 9:27). Without intervention from God, man will end up in everlasting judgment 
(Revelation 20:11-15). 

However, those who have the payment for sin applied and the righteousness of God given to them as a 
gift have a different destiny. 

John 11:25-26 - Though a man may die, he shall live. In fact, even in physical death, the believer’s 
euphemism is sleep, because to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthians 
5:8). 

Believers who are alive at the return of the Lord for the church will never die (1 Thessalonians 4:16; 
1 Corinthians 15:50-54). 

Once we are with Him, we will never die (Revelation 21:4). 

We will live eternally in a place designed by God to be eternal and joyous (John 14:1-3; Romans 
8:18; 2 Corinthians 5:4). But more than the glory, we will also have an eternal purpose. 

Revelation 21:1-22:5 - In the age of ages there is: 

1. Restoration 
2. City 
3. God and man dwelling together 
4. No death, no mourning, no crying, no pain 
5. Drinking from the spring of the water of life 
6. Inheritance 
7. Nations will walk by the light of God (the Lamb) 
8. Nations will bring honor into New Jerusalem 
9. Tree of life for food and leaves yield healing 
10. No longer any curse or night 

 


