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Ephesians 3:1-13 – The Church’s Mission (Paul’s Encouragement to the Church) 

Now that we have identified what this new administration is, that the church is both believing Israelis and 
believing Gentiles, we can now move onto the mission of the church.  

Because this text is built from the difficult section of 2:11-22, the controversy has already been handled and 
we can progress a little more quickly than the previous sections.  

Ephesians 3:1-13 – Initial Observations 

Verses 1-13 is a paragraph in which Paul speaks in two veins.  

The first begins and ends this paragraph. Paul’s imprisonment is because of his teaching that Jews and 
Gentiles make up one new entity. Because Paul was called to this task specifically and it benefits the 
Gentiles in particular, Paul says not to “lose heart” at this situation because it is “for their glory.” The 
mission was so important that Paul has no problem being mistreated for their benefit. Consequently, 
they should not diminish that sacrifice by giving up. 

The second is about the inclusion of the Gentiles and that this newly revealed administration is now the 
bearer of the manifold wisdom of God. This mission of the church is stated here. The benefits of being 
in the body of Christ are clear; here we learn about the responsibility of the church. 

The content of this paragraph is mostly very easy, and if the first two chapters have been understood, then 
the content will be easily absorbed. The goal of this section is twofold: the first is to explain Paul’s mission, 
then to explain the church's mission. The anticipated outcome is that they do not lose heart. Evidently, the 
reality of Paul’s arrest and possible death sentence is causing the church in Ephesus to become discouraged. 

Ephesians 3:1-7 - “The mystery was made known to me by revelation.”  

“On account of this, I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles, since you 
heeded the administration of the grace of God, that which was given to me for you. The mystery 
was made known to me according to revelation, just as I wrote previously in brief, whereby you 
would be able to understand having read my insight into the mystery of Christ which was not made 
known to the sons of man in other generations as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and 
prophets in (the) Spirit; the Gentiles are fellow heirs and united in body and partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel of which I became a servant according to the gift of 
grace of God, that which was given to me according to the working of His power.” 

Ephesians 3:1-2 – Review  

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed offensive to both Jew and Greek, but during this time, the preaching of 
Jesus was more tolerable as it was deemed a sect of Judaism. What was intolerable to the Jews was when 
Gentiles were included in the promises and participation in the administration of God. It is for this reason 
that the Jews demanded Paul’s imprisonment and death, and consequently, Paul is in prison for this.  

Verse 2 introduces the fact that the Ephesus saints had heeded the administration of the grace of God. The 
administration of the grace of God means that the rules have changed. In times past a person followed the 
law to be blessed, but now we are blessed. The proper response is to act in appreciation for what He has 
already provided. 
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Ephesians 3:3-7 – Paul’s Mission – Making Known the Mystery 

This passage is not difficult to translate, but the content is fantastical. In this text, we have how the message was 
transmitted, then the content of the message. 

Verse 3 contains the sentence for verses 1-7. “The mystery was made known to me by revelation.” The subject 
is “the mystery” followed by the verb “was made known” and “to me” is the indirect object. Even though “by 
revelation” is in the accusative it is a prepositional phrase and is not part of the main sentence. I add it because 
of the emphasis placed upon this prepositional phrase. Prior to the sentence, this prepositional phrase is used: 
“by revelation.” 

Revelation is “ἀποκάλυψις apokalypsis;” the verb “ἀποκαλύπτω apokalyptō” is also used in verse 5, “has 
been revealed.” Revelation is one of those words that we look at and acknowledge but do not appreciate. 

The word means “making fully known (especially of divine mysteries); uncovering (of the head);” 

Normally when we are taught anything it is communicated through a teacher. Timothy and Titus were 
taught by Paul. What does it mean that it was “made known according to revelation?” There are a few points 
that need to be made: 

1. The word “apokalypsis” is used 18 times in the Greek New Testament (GNT). The usage is either a 
revelation of God to man or a revealing about eschatological events (return of Jesus, glorification of 
the saints). Putting aside the verses concerning eschatology (and one in Luke) we have the 
following verses about revelation: 

a. Romans 16:25 – In the benediction of Paul’s letter, Paul refers to them being established by 
means of “his Gospel…according to the revelation of the mystery…has been made known to 
all the nations.” Establishment of a new entity in Rome, not Jewish exclusively but now 
made up of believers from both Jews and Gentiles. God is establishing this church by means 
of the revelation of the mystery.  

b. 1 Corinthians 14:6, 26 – The manifestation of the Holy Spirit has many methods. Paul is 
giving guidelines and the proper mental attitude toward the Manifestations of the Spirit. It is 
important to note that Paul is not telling them how to do it right but giving guidelines so that 
manifestations cannot be faked.  

i. Revelation is superior to tongues 
ii. Revelation stands apart from teaching 

iii. In this context revelation is information not previously made known to the church 
from God, teaching is expounding about previously revealed information. 

c. 2 Corinthians 12:1, 7 – In chapter 11 Paul had to out-brag his false teaching competitors. 
Paul beings this section by moving on to revelation, which is a special situation/information 
that God showed him. Having this type of revelation makes it easy for one to boast in 
himself but God gave him an (unknown) thorn in the flesh to keep Paul humble.  

d. Galatians 1:12; 2:2 – Paul is specific that the information he received is from Jesus Christ. In 
context, this is opposed to being taught by the Apostles. 

e. Ephesians 1:17 – In our previous lessons, we have concluded that this verse is not a desire 
for the church to have revelations but to receive wisdom and revelation from Paul.  

f. Revelation 1:1 – This is Jesus’ Revelation to John  
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2. Revelation is in opposition to being taught by men.  
3. The verb “apokalyptō” used in verse 5 also provides details that we need. It is used in 26 verses in 

the GNT and  
a. Every use of this word speaks of God revealing to man the identity, message, actions, 

recompense, etc. of various previously hidden material 
b. The revelation is made known through God (Jesus, Holy Spirit) 
c. The communication of the information from Apostles and prophets is not called 

“apokalyptō” 
4. The revelation of this mystery is what God uses to establish the church. With the complete written 

Scripture, the universal church is established. Locally there are enough mature believers in this body 
to state that this local church is established. Being established is not mystical it is a group coming to 
terms with the content of God’s truth. 

5. Revelation is not to everybody but is a trademark of the apostolic age. Revelation was primarily 
through the apostles, but the prophets of the apostolic era also received some revelation. 

6. Paul uses the truth about what was revealed to Him by Jesus Christ as a credential for being an 
apostle. Every apostle was given revelation from Jesus Christ to provide to the church. 

7. Revelation means that this is something that cannot be understood or learned through reason or 
evidence looking inside the box.  

a. This is in contrast with the previous revelation to Israel being the administration apart from 
the Gentiles, and a call to Gentiles to come into Israel. 

b. A new entity concept to be the voice of truth is not something man would or could invent. 
c. Look at all other religions and pseudo-Christian religions, who is responsible for the 

doctrine and information? An individual or an exclusive small group. 
d. Biblical Christianity communicates the truth using an objective standard. 
e. Everyone has access to this standard, the Bible. 
f. Even those who use the Bible as the source of truth must be careful not to claim exclusive 

ability or authority. Interpretation of Scripture is not a gift, nor can we claim spiritual gifting 
or illumination over the content. 

The message is called the mystery. μυστήριον mustērion – something that is or has been hidden. Every 
mystery in the New Testament has been revealed. This does not mean that everything we would consider 
mysterious has been revealed, but when this word is employed, the revelation is provided. There is no need 
to go through all the details now, but we can state what is revealed: 

1. The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 13:11) 
2. The mystery of Christ’s cross-work mission (1 Corinthians 2:6-8) 
3. The mystery of wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 2:6-16) 
4. The mystery of the resurrection of those who are alive—the rapture (1 Corinthians 15:51) 
5. The mystery of lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2:7) 
6. The mystery of godliness (1 Timothy 3:16) 
7. The mysteries of revelation (Revelation 1:20, 10:7, 17:5, 7) 
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Every other mystery in the GNT is about the mystery of the ekklesia (the church). We could reference other 
scriptures (Romans 16:25; 1 Corinthians 4:1; Colossians 1:26-2:2, 4:3; 1 Timothy 3:9). But Ephesians uses 
this word six times. All six times refer to some information about the church. 

Ephesians 1:9 – introduces the fact that God has made know a mystery 

Ephesians 3:1-13 – our current passage where the mystery is further explained as to the content, 
message, and mission 

Ephesians 5:25-33 – The church is compared to the marriage relationship, where Christ died for and 
provided for her, and we are His body. 

Ephesians 6:19 – Paul desires to expand and proclaim this mystery 

Ephesians 3:1-13 – Reread 

Concluding with our sentence, we see that Paul writes about this mystery, also called the mystery of 
Christ in this context.  

Paul already referred to this mystery in Chapters 1-2 of this letter. 

The fact that this mystery was not made known to sons of men is well established. The church was not 
revealed or prophesied prior to Christ. 

Paul mentions that the mystery has been revealed to the apostles and prophets. This is important because 
Paul is not the only one to reveal this information. 

1. Acts 10:1-11:18 – This is the account of Peter and Cornelius. The report of Peter is particularly 
important (Acts 11:11-18) 

2. Acts 11:19-22 – Preaching to the Gentiles happens sometime later  
3. Acts 13 – Paul and Barnabas go to the Gentiles 
4. Acts 15:32-41 – Silas, a prophet, encourages the brethren and then travels with Paul. 
5. Acts 18:1-4 – Aquila and Pricilla were Jews who helped Paul in Corinth and Ephesus and served 

in Rome in lieu of apostolic leadership (Romans 1; 16) 
6. Acts 18:24-28 – Apollos, a Jew, helped the believers in grace  

Paul’s insight into this mystery is a fascinating phrase. The word insight is “σύνεσις sunesis” 
 γνῶσις gnosis- knowledge 
σοφία Sophia - wisdom 
φρόνησις phronesis – Thinking it through 
συνίημι suniēmi – Verb; mental word meaning bringing it all together 
σύνεσις sunesis – Noun; how everything flows or fits together 

Understanding this paragraph allows the reader to bring all the information together to see how God has 
been working, is working, and will be working in humanity to bring about His truth to a world in need.  
When we complete this paragraph, we will summarize the plan of God. For now, we will say that having a 
body of believers with an objective source is the most effective method for transmitting the will of God. 


