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Ephesians 3:1-13 – The Church’s Mission and Paul’s Encouragement to the Church 

Now that we have identified what this new administration is, that is the make-up of the church is both of 
believing Israelis and believing Gentiles, we can now move onto the mission of the church.  

Because this text is built from the difficult section of 2:11-22, the controversy has already been handled and 
we can progress a little more quickly than in the previous sections.  

Ephesians 3:1-13 – Initial Observations 

Verses 1-13 is one paragraph in which Paul speaks in two veins.  

The first begins and ends this paragraph. Paul’s imprisonment is based on his teaching that Jews and 
Gentiles make up one new entity. Because Paul was called to this task specifically and that it’s a benefit 
to the Gentiles, in particular, Paul says not to “lose heart” at this situation because it is “for their glory.” 
The mission was so important that Paul has no problem being mistreated for their benefit. Consequently, 
they should not diminish that sacrifice by giving up. 

The second is about the inclusion of the Gentiles and that this newly revealed administration is now the 
bearer of the manifold wisdom of God. This mission of the church is stated here. The benefits of being 
in the body of Christ are clear; here, we learn about the responsibility of the church. 

This mystery of this new entity was not known to previous generations but now has been revealed to this 
generation, beginning with the apostles and prophets of the apostolic period. 

The Gospel is more than the promise of life; it includes the teaching of this new entity.  

Verse 10 - The manifold wisdom of God will be made known through the church to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenlies.  

First, what does this mean? Retranslation and careful interpretation will enable us to understand the 
meaning and implications of this statement.  

Second, is this exclusive? Is the mission of the church contained only here? Proper cross-referencing 
will help us have a fully comprehensive understanding of the mission of the church. 

We also see that this administration and purpose were established eternally. This corresponds to chapter 1 
where being chosen, predestined, making known the mystery of His will, an administration suitable to the 
fulness of times is now understood in the revelation of the church. (1:5-11) 

Ephesians 3:1-13 – Textual Observations 

This section is one paragraph with three main sentences 
1-7 – “The mystery was made known to me by revelation.” 
8-12 – “This grace was given to me to preach and to bring to light.” 

Verses 10-12 is a subordinate clause that details the purpose, goal, or intended results. 
13 – I ask you not to be discouraged. 

There are many phrases and clauses that support these main sentences  
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Ephesians 3:1-13 – Vocabulary 

Stewardship –  
Revelation –  
Mystery – 
“Fellow” words – As in Ephesians 2:19-22, we have three “sun” words that emphasize the unity between the 
two groups. 
The manifold wisdom of God –  
“Made known to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places through the church” – Since this is 
dealing with our mission, we need to understand what this phrase means. 
Lose heart -  

Conclusion  

The content of this paragraph is mostly very easy, and if the first two chapters have been understood, then 
the content will be easily absorbed.  

The goal of this section is twofold: first to explain Paul’s mission, and then to explain the church's mission. 
The anticipated outcome is that they do not lose heart. Evidently, the reality of Paul’s arrest and possible 
death sentence is causing the church in Ephesus to become discouraged. 

Ephesians 3:1-7 - “The mystery was made known to me by revelation.”  

My translation: “On account of this, I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles, 
since you heeded the administration of the grace of God, that which was given to me for you. The 
mystery was made known to me according to revelation, just as I wrote previously in brief, 
whereby you would be able to understand having read my insight into the mystery of Christ which 
was not made known to the sons of man in other generations as it has now been revealed to His 
holy apostles and prophets in (the) Spirit; the Gentiles are fellow heirs and united in body and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel of which I became a servant according 
to the gift of the grace of God, that which was given to me according to the working of His power.” 

Ephesians 3:1 – The reason Paul is in prison 

The main sentence in these seven verses is not seen until verse 3. In the first verse, Paul explains the reason 
that he is imprisoned. It is because of his work on behalf of the Gentiles. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is offensive to both Jew and Greek. But Paul is especially offensive because of 
the revelation of the inclusive nature of the Gospel. 

The Gospel is not a single-issue message. 

Romans 1:15-16 – Paul is eager to proclaim the Gospel to saints, to those who have already believed in 
Jesus Christ. “The Gospel” is more than how to go to heaven. 

Galatians 1:6-9 – the Galatians were not adopting a different method of gaining eternal life but a 
different gospel of how to become complete after initial salvation. 

Ephesians 2:17 – Jesus proclaimed the good news of peace; this is about the reconciliation of Gentile 
and Israeli believers into one new man in Christ Jesus. 

2 Thessalonians 2:14 – the Gospel also includes the hope of eternity, resurrection, and future glory  
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2 Timothy 1:10 – the Gospel also contains the truth of immortality and the abolishment of death. 

Paul’s imprisonment and suffering were for all these reasons, but one of the primary causes was that the 
Jews were particularly offended at the prospect of Gentiles participating in the administration of God. 

Acts 11:1-3 
Acts 13:44-50 

Acts 14:1-2 
Acts 15:4-5 

Acts 17:5-9, 13 

For nearly three years, Paul experienced success and relative peace in western Asia and in Greece. Paul 
desired to go back to Jerusalem for Passover before going back out to head for Spain. While on the way 
back to Jerusalem, Paul was warned on two occasions that the Jews were going to arrest him and potentially 
put him to death. When in Jerusalem, James tells Paul what the Jews have been accusing Paul of saying. 

Acts 21:17-21, 27-29 

When Paul makes his defense in Chapter 22, he tells them that Jesus sent him to the Gentiles. 

Acts 22:21-22 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed offensive to both Jew and Greek. But during this time, the preaching of 
Jesus was more tolerable as it was deemed to be a sect of Judaism. But it was intolerable to the Jews that 
Gentiles were included in the promises and participation in the administration of God. It is for this reason 
that the Jews demanded Paul’s imprisonment and death. It is for this reason that Paul was taken into 
custody. If not for the fact that Paul was a Roman citizen, the Jews would have been permitted to kill him. 

  


