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THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
 

1. Jonah? 2. Obadiah? 3. Joel? 4. Amos 

5. Hosea 6. Isaiah 7. Micah 8. Nahum 

9. Jeremiah 10. Zephaniah 11. Habakkuk 12. Ezekiel 

13. Daniel 14. Haggai 15. Zechariah 16. Malachi 

 
THE PROPHETS SO FAR 

The main goal of our study is to review the prophets placing them historically within the narrative of the 
Old Testament and to understand what they say about the Messiah, His Kingdom, or the events that will 
lead up to His arrival. 

As we have progressed through the prophets, we have seen that the Messianic predictions have been woven 
into the prophetic message to David, Israel, Judah, and the nations. The main content of the books of 
prophecy is judgment and a call to return to the Lord through the keeping of the Mosaic Covenant. 

Isaiah contains the most information about the identity and function of the coming Messiah and some of the 
most descriptive characteristics of how the Messiah will first come as a suffering servant and will sacrifice 
Himself for the redemption of all. 

Moving forward from Isaiah, the prophecies against Judah begin ramping up with the sin of Manasseh 
found in 2 Kings 21:1-18 (695-642 BC). After Manasseh, only King Josiah did what was right in the sight 
of the Lord, but the rest of the kings bring nearly 100 years of tremendous wickedness, injustice, idolatry, 
and murder. God’s justice is manifested in the judgment against Judah in the Babylonian Captivity 
recorded in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles and foretold by Jeremiah.  

The captivity was not all at once. In 605, BC Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah after defeating the Assyrian 
Empire and taking over Nineveh. It was during this first invasion that Daniel was taken, along with many 
of the prominent Jews, into Babylon. 

From 605 to 586 BC, Babylon, under Nebuchadnezzar, pressed against Judah to control Judah.  When 
Jehoiachin rebels against Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC, Jerusalem was sieged, and Nebuchadnezzar 
replaced Jehoiachin with his uncle Mattaniah (Zedekiah).  

Zedekiah also rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and in 586 BC, Jerusalem and the Temple of YHWH 
are destroyed as was prophesied by Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The rest of the land and the people of 
Jerusalem were taken away into exile. 

Jeremiah writes what the Lord declares—that Judah will be in exile seventy years (Jeremiah 25:11-12, 
29:10). Daniel reads Jeremiah’s prophecy in Daniel 9 and begins to prepare himself and the exiles for 
a return to Judah. In Ezra 1, God moves Cyrus to restore the Jews and to return the temple artifacts to 
Israel (Ezra 1:1-4,7). In the process of building the Temple, adversaries come against the Jews and 
cause them to cease building the temple (Ezra 4:4-7). But through Haggai and Zechariah, the building 
of the Temple was restarted, and God protected them (Ezra 5:1-2, 6:14-15). Next week, we will read 
the prophecy and encouragement of Haggai; today, we will read about Zechariah.  
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Timeline  

606 – Babylon presses against Judah – captivity begins 
586 – Jerusalem is destroyed 
537 – The exiles return 

520 – Temple work resumes (Haggai and Zechariah) 
515 – Temple completed 
450 – Jerusalem repopulated 
444 – Jerusalem fully rebuilt with its walls and security 

432 – Nehemiah restores the Law and the end of the Old Testament narrative (Nehemiah 13) 
430 – Malachi – The last of the prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures (the next prophet is John) 

Zechariah – 520-480 BC 
If we were going strictly in order of timing, Haggai would come before Zechariah, even though they are 
contemporaries. The main reason is that Zechariah continues to prophesy (7:1) and Haggai stops after the 
encouragement of 520 BC. 
Zechariah was born into the priesthood (Nehemiah 12:12–16). He was born in Babylon and joined his 
grandfather, Iddo, in the group of exiles who first returned to Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel 
and Joshua the High-Priest (Nehemiah 12:4). It is not unusual to be named after the grandfather if the father 
is not prominent.  
Debate ensues concerning the nature of Chapters 9-14, and it is commonly held that Zechariah wrote this 
about 40 years after the events of the first half of the book. This book is similar to Daniel in that much of 
the book is recording dreams and visions. Some theologians believe this to be more related to Revelation 
than Daniel. 

Outline 

1. Return to Me (1:1–6) 
2. Eight Night Visions of Zechariah (1:7–6:15) in a Chiasm 

a. Four Riders Patrolling (1:7–17) 
b. Four Horns and Four Craftsmen (1:18–21) 

c. Man with Measuring Line (2:1–13) 
d. Cleansing of High-Priest (3:1–10) 
d. Gold Lampstand and Two Olive Trees (4:1–14) 

c. Flying Scroll (5:1–4) 
b. Woman in Basket (5:5–11) 

a. Four Chariots (6:1–8) 
3. Vision of the Coronation of Joshua the High-Priest (6:9–15) 
4. Four Messages of Zechariah (7:1–8:23) 

a. Question about Fasting (7:1–3) 
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b. Four Responses (7:4–8:23) 
i. Improper Fasting (7:4–7) 

ii. Justice, Kindness, and Compassion (7:8–14) 
iii. Restoration of Israel and Jerusalem (8:1–17) 
iv. Fasts become Feasts (8:18–23) 

5. Two Oracles of Word of the Lord (9:1–14:21) 
a. Messiah’s Entrance and Rejection (9:1–11:17) 
b. Messiah’s Entrance and Acceptance (12:1–14:21) 

Overview of the Visions 

Zechariah 1:7-17 – A cry out for justice against the nations which trample Jerusalem underfoot and are at 
ease. This leads to a proclamation that YHWH will restore Jerusalem (1:16-17). 

Zechariah 2:1-13 – Measuring of Jerusalem indicating that Jerusalem will be rebuilt, and the glory of 
Jerusalem will be restored (2:10-12). 

Zechariah 3:1-10 – Restoration of Joshua the High Priest (3:1-10). The Messiah will come and remove 
iniquity. 

Zechariah 4:1-14 – The golden lampstand guarded by the olive trees. The olive trees are the two anointed 
ones (Zerubbabel and Joshua) guarding the lampstand (the Nation). 

Zechariah 5:1-4 – Flying scroll (15x30 Feet). A measured scroll that will consume the unrighteous. 

Zechariah 5:5-11 – An angelic escort for the woman who is Wickedness and is dropped off in Shinar 
(Babylon) to become a temple of wickedness. 

Zechariah 6:1-8 – Four horsemen on four horses that are going out to bring wrath upon the earth. 

Zechariah 6:10-15 – Joshua is commissioned but the Branch will build the temple (6:12-13) 

The Messages of Zechariah 

Message 1 – 7:4-7 – The actions that have been done were not in response to who God is, but they try to 
establish who they are (self-righteous). 

Message 2 – 7:8-14 – Return to a proper understanding of Law and Ordinance, the weightier things 
(Matthew 23:23). Return to what the Law intends. 

Message 3 – 8:1-17 – Contrasting wrath with redemption; God will restore Israel through many judgments. 

Message 4 – 8:18-23 – Fasting will become feasting. The restoration promise will be accomplished 
regardless of how Israel responds. 

Two Oracles of Word of the Lord - These two prophetic utterances portray two different views of Messiah 

Oracle 1 – Chapters 9-11 

Chapter 9 – There are five characters on display – Syria, Philistines, Messiah, Jerusalem will be 
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protected (9:9-11), Greece 

Chapter 10 – encouragement about the Messianic restoration of Israel as a Kingdom (6-12) 

Chapter 11 – the doom and the judgment for those of Israel who are the unrighteous flock (10-17). They 
have rejected their Shepherd. As a result, the restoration will be transferred to another generation. 

 Oracle 2 – Chapters 12-14 

Chapter 12 – “In that day” / “It will come about” 

Chapter 12 — The final siege of Jerusalem and the lifting of the siege. “Jerusalem” is mentioned 10 
times. “In that day” is mentioned seven times and is a reference to the day of the LORD, 
specifically the Great Tribulation Period. 

1-3 — Jerusalem is to be a constant problem to all the nations that it. God warns the nations to keep 
their hands off of Israel. All the nations “in that day” will march against Jerusalem and will be 
destroyed. 

4-9 — Jerusalem will be delivered in the final siege by the coming of the Lord personally. 

10-14 — They will know Him by the print of the nails in His hands. This is the One they rejected 
and delivered to be crucified. They will mourn over whom they have pierced. 

Chapter 13 – The return of Christ 

1 – The fountain of purity – all of the remnant will be saved. 

2-5 – Idolatry and false prophets will be destroyed. 

6-9 – The remnant will call upon the Lord and He will deliver them through the fire. 

Chapter 14 – The events surrounding the Day of the Lord (Wrath and Salvation) 

1-7 – This is the consummation of the campaign of Armageddon and the return of Christ. 

When Christ returns to this earth, He will touch down on the Mount of Olives (4). There will be 
great physical changes in the topography of the land. There will be a great earthquake at His coming 
(5). There will be changes in the heavens (6, 7). 

8 – There will be a new waterway through Jerusalem, making it a seaport city. 

9 – The Lord Jesus Christ will reign over the earth. 

10, 11 – The land will become the land of milk and honey. 

12 – This is a living death against the enemies of God. 

16-21 – The people of the earth, both Jew and Gentile, will go to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of 
Booths. This feast will mean that every man is dwelling safely under the true King. 


