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Ephesians 2:11-22 – The Church United Under Jesus Christ 

What is the basis for this unity between Israel and Gentiles? The answer is in Ephesians 1:1-2:10 and is also 
fully expounded in Romans 2:1-3:30 

1. All are equally guilty of sin 

2. Every person needs to have forgiveness and justification before God 

3. Everyone is saved by grace through faith 

4. Since we are all guilty and all saved the same way, then there is no division in the church. 

5. For the church to be functional, the distinction of nationality needs to be dismissed. 

There are five sentences in this paragraph 

11-12 –  You Gentiles remember that you were separate from Christ. 

13 –  But now you have been brought near. 

14-16 –  For He Himself is our peace. 

17-18 –  We have our access to the Father in one Spirit through Him. 

19-22 –  You are no longer strangers and aliens but you are citizens together with the saints and 
household of God. 

This section is not about the reconciliation between God and a person; it is about the separation between 
Israel and the Gentile nations. 

Ephesians 2:11-13 – Review 

The Gentile nations were excluded from the revelation of the promises. Israel was supposed to have been 
the light to the nations but failed and refused. Likewise, the nations did not believe and refused to consider 
the truth of YHWH. 

The message is no longer isolated to Israel but has been sent out to all the world. Also, those who are in 
Christ, regardless of Israeli or Gentile, are in the administration of God. 

In the last lesson, we looked into the temple and the Old Testament to find out the history of this reference 
to the division of Israel and the Gentile nations.  

What is the barrier of the dividing wall? 

Paul may have had in mind the barrier of the court of the Gentiles, but that is simply a visual 
representation of the reality of the separation between Israel and the Nations contained in the Law. 

What is in the Law and Commandments that cause this enmity?  

Whenever there is exclusivity, people want to be included. The Law was set up by the Lord and created 
this exclusive nation for worship and as a light to the Gentiles.  
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What is the enmity? 

This is the word “ἔχθρα echthra.” This means to be hostile or hated, at odds, warring with one another. 
What Paul really expresses, then, is the fact that the legal system that was meant primarily to protect the 
Jewish people against the corruption of idolatry became the bitter root of Jewish exclusiveness in 
relation to the Gentiles. 

Is enmity the desired result of God when creating this exclusivity? As previously established, God’s 
objective was for Israel to be a light to the Gentiles. The Jews hating the Gentiles was not part of the 
plan, even though that’s what happened. Likewise, the Gentiles hating the Jews was not intended but is 
the reality for the nations who hate God and His Chosen Nation. 

Ephesians 2:14-16 – The Reconciliation of Israel and the Gentiles through the Peace of Jesus Christ 

In verses 14-16, we have an easy step-by-step analysis of the activity of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 14 is what Jesus did 

Verse 15a is how Jesus did it 

Verses 15b-16 are the results of Jesus’ actions 

For He Himself is our peace 

αὐτὸς γάρ ἐστιν ἡ εἰρήνη ἡμῶν 

The verb “ἐστιν estin” is in the Third Person Singular. The verb contains the subject “He,” and when 
combined with an “αὐτὸς autos,” the translation “He Himself” is both accurate and necessary. 

The point is often made that “He alone” is our peace, but that is not what is emphasized here. This is 
“He in His own person.”  

It is not only that the peace was made by Christ and is what He did, but that it is also identified with 
Him—that without Christ and His sacrifice, peace would fail. The Israel and Gentile division would 
remain on in perpetuity unless Christ Himself dealt with the problem. 

“εἰρήνη eirēnē” is in in the Nominative making this a reidentification of Jesus Christ. There is also an 
article modifying peace.  

For He Himself is for us the peace. What peace? The peace that breaks down the barrier between Israel 
and the Gentile nations by abolishing the Law that mandates the separation. The sacrifice of Jesus 
removes this barrier. 

Romans 7:6, 10:4; Galatians 3:13; Colossians 2:14 

The One who made both one  

ὁ ποιήσας τὰ ἀμφότερα ἓν 

The articular participle is an adjective referring back to Christ Jesus. “ποιέω poieō” is a common word 
that means to do, make, produce, to act upon. 

It is the direct object that is of interest. “ἀμφότεροι amphoteroi (ahm-fah-te-roi)” combines the parties of 
interest. The parties of interest in Ephesians are Israel and the nations. “The both are now one.” 
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Jesus Christ is the one who is enacting this upon “the both.” This is the reason why we understand that 
this passage is not about our individual reconciliation to God but how He reconciles the nations into one 
new entity unto Himself. 

This word for both is not technical, but it is concentrated here in Ephesians 2:14, 16, 18. Paul is driving 
home the point that the two groups have been made into one. 

By abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances 

τὸν νόμον τῶν ἐντολῶν ἐν δόγμασιν καταργήσας  

Notice the number of italics. There is a lot of filler to help with the translation. This literal translation is 
“the law of the commandments in ordinances having abolished.” With that literal translation, one can 
see why the translators helped out a bit, and the translation is acceptable. 

Last week, we saw how the Law of the commandments in ordinances had the unintended consequence 
of Israel and the nations separating because of sin. 

The participle is the key to this phrase. The word for abolish is “καταργέω katargeō.” The compound 
word adds the preposition “kata” to “argos.” “Argos” means to be idle or inactive. The preposition 
emphasizes this idleness, inactivity, non-functionality. 

This word is used several times in Paul’s letters.  

2 Corinthians 3:11-14; Galatians 3:17; Galatians 5:4, 11; 2 Thessalonians 2:8;  

1 Timothy 5:13; 2 Timothy 1:10; *Hebrews 2:14     

We have to be careful about using this word from various contexts, but abolishing is not the right 
connotation in these contexts. The law is not annulled, canceled, or invalidated (1 Timothy 1:8). But the 
law is powerless, set aside. Also, the idea of being released from obligation (discharged) is included. 

What did Jesus do? - He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, who has broken down the wall of 
separation. The law of commandments in ordinances are made useless to this new entity. 

How did Jesus do it? Through His sacrifice. The death on the cross is effectual in creating this new entity—
believers in both Israel and the Gentile nations. 

What are the results of what Jesus did? These are contained in the “so that:” 

• He would make both into one new man 
• He would establish peace 
• He would reconcile them 
• He would put to death the enmity 

The new creation is grounded and principled in Christ. What was accomplished was not making them into 
one man, but the making of a new (καινὸν) man. The two do not lose their identity, they enter into a new 
administration establishing peace. 

Colossians 1:20-22 – Reconciliation is a bringing back to a former harmonious state. God and man need 
reconciliation. But now, this is not done through a nation; it is accomplished through Jesus Christ.  

The reconciliation of this new man to God now has an effect to be used by God in His administration.   


