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THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
 

1. Jonah? 2. Obadiah? 3. Joel? 4. Amos 

5. Hosea 6. Isaiah 7. Micah 8. Nahum 

9. Jeremiah 10. Zephaniah 11. Habakkuk 12. Ezekiel 

13. Daniel 14. Haggai 15. Zechariah 16. Malachi 

 
THE PROPHETS SO FAR 

The main goal of our study is to review the prophets placing them historically within the narrative of the 
Old Testament and to understand what they say about the Messiah, His Kingdom, or the events that will 
lead up to His arrival. 

As we have progressed through the prophets, we have seen that the Messianic predictions have been woven 
into the prophetic message to David, Israel, Judah, and the nations. The main content of the books of 
prophecy is judgment and a call to return to the Lord through the keeping of the Mosaic Covenant. 

Isaiah contains the most information about the identity and function of the coming Messiah and some of the 
most descriptive characteristics of how the Messiah will first come as a suffering servant and will sacrifice 
Himself for the redemption of all. 

Moving forward from Isaiah, the prophecies against Judah begin ramping up with the sin of Manasseh 
found in 2 Kings 21:1-18 (695-642 BC). After Manasseh, only King Josiah did what was right in the sight 
of the Lord, but the rest of the kings bring nearly 100 years of tremendous wickedness, injustice, idolatry, 
and murder. 

God’s justice is manifested in the judgment against Judah in the Babylonian Captivity recorded in 2 
Kings and 2 Chronicles foretold by Jeremiah. 

Zephaniah – 635-625 BC 

Zephaniah served King Josiah during the early stages of Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry. Jeremiah’s warnings 
are primarily after Josiah during the life of Hezekiah. Zephaniah was a cousin of Josiah and was in the line of 
King David.  

It would appear that the prophetic words of Zephaniah contributed to the reforms of Josiah in repairing the 
temple of the Lord and the reinstitution of the Law.  

Zephaniah’s primary message was about the Day of the Lord and warned Judah that the final days were near 
(1:4–13). This judgment refers to both the current and imminent judgment but is primarily about the time of 
Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:5-7; Zephaniah 1:14-18, 3:8). The phrase “day of the Lord” is used in this book 
more often than in any other book and is described as a day of wrath, trouble, distress, devastation, desolation, 
darkness, gloominess, clouds, thick darkness, trumpet, and alarm. This proclamation of judgment does not end 
in defeat but victory for the believing remnant (2:3, 7, 3:12-20). 
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Ezekiel – 592-570 BC 

Ezekiel is an exiled Levite from Judah in the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin. This first exile 
occurred in 597 and is recorded in 2 Kings 24. As a reminder, the final exile and the destruction of 
Jerusalem happened in 586 BC. 

The author received his call to prophesy in 592 BC (1:2) in the land of the Chaldeans during the fifth 
year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity, which began in 597 BC. Ezekiel frequently dates his prophecies 
from the year 597 BC (8:1, 20:1, 24:1, 26:1, 29:1, 30:20, 31:1, 32:1, 17, 33:21, 40:1). He also dates the 
message in 40:1 as 572 BC, the 14th year after 586 BC, i.e., Jerusalem’s final fall. The book is not fully 
in chronological order, as in 29:17, the date is recorded as 570 BC. 

Ezekiel was a contemporary of Jeremiah. Although there is no indication that they had met, their 
ministries have a few obvious similarities and contrasts. While Jeremiah was prophesying in Jerusalem, 
Ezekiel was prophesying in Babylon to the exiles. They are both called upon to do some strange 
activities to draw a picture of God’s message. Ezekiel is also a contemporary of Daniel, and they also 
have similarities in that they both see some visions which have some cryptic imagery. 

When people think about the fantastical nature of Scripture, they are normally referring to the imagery in 
Ezekiel and Revelation. 

Visions of Ezekiel 
1. Vision of the glory of God (chapter 1) 
2. Ezekiel eats the scroll (2:8-3:3) 
3. Vision of the abominations of Israel (8) 
4. Vision of the Jews in Jerusalem (9) 
5. Vision of the Shekinah leaving the temple (10) 
6. Vision of the dry bones (37) 
7. Vision of the new temple (40-48) 

Activities of Ezekiel 
1. Sign of the brick (4:1-3) 
2. Posture for the siege (4:1-8) 
3. During the siege period, Ezekiel was to eat strange bread baked over dung (4:9-17) 
4. Sign of the sword and the razor (5:1-4) 
5. Ezekiel prepares for exile (12:1-16) 
6. Ezekiel eats with trembling and quaking (12:17-25) 
7. Speaks in parables (15:1-8; 16; 17; 22:17-22; 23; 24; 27; 34)  
8. Ezekiel’s wife dies without mourning (24:15-27) 
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Outline 
1. Preparation and Commission of Ezekiel (1-3) 
2. Prophecies of Judgment (4-39) 
3. Prophecies of Restoration (40-48) 

a. New Temple (40-42) 
b. Shekinah Returns and Worship Restored (43–46) 
c. Redistribution of the Land in Israel (47-48) 

Key Words and Phrases in Ezekiel 

Says/Declares the Lord – over 200 times 

Son of Man – 93 times 

Know that I am the Lord – 63 

Word of the Lord – 60 times 

Messianism in Ezekiel 
Is Ezekiel a type of Christ?  

Son of Man – There are a lot of questions about the use of the Son of Man in reference to Jesus and 
also for Ezekiel. My research on this is ongoing. 
Jesus is referred to as the Son of Man 29 times in Matthew (Mark 15x; Luke 26x; John 13x as well 
as three times in Acts and twice in Revelation). 
Some say that the Old Testament use of Son of Man is not necessarily in reference to Messiah 
(Numbers 23:19) and the New Testament use may refer to Daniel 7:13. Daniel is also called the son 
of man one time (Daniel 8:17). 
Others say that the term is used to indicate a representative of God to man. 

Restoration is the primary Messianic message. 
Ezekiel 34:24 
Ezekiel 36:1-38 – The New Covenant language from Jeremiah 31-33 is also in this text 
Dry Bones – 37:1-14 
Israel and Judah restored as one nation – 37:15-28  
Ezekiel 40-48 

The filling of the Temple is a sign of the reality of God’s presence in the Temple (43:1-5) 
The Prince (44:1-3, 45:7-9) 
Water Source from the Temple (47:1-2) 
Restoration of the Land and all the Tribes of Israel will have an Inheritance (48) 
 

 


