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Ephesians 2:11-22 – The Church United Under Jesus Christ 

What is the basis for this unity between Israel and Gentiles? The answer to this is in Ephesians 1:1-2:10 and 
is also fully expounded in Romans 2:1-3:30. 

1. Equally guilty of sin 

2. Every person needs to have forgiveness and justification before God 

3. Everyone is saved by grace through faith 

4. Since we are all guilty and all saved the same way, then there is no division in the church. 

5. For the church to be functional, the distinction of nationality needs to be dismissed. 

There are five sentences in this paragraph 

11-12 –  You Gentiles remember that you were separate from Christ. 

13      –  But now you have been brought near. 

14-16 –  For He Himself is our peace. 

17-18 –  We have our access to the Father in one Spirit through Him. 

19-22 –  You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens together with the saints and 
household of God. 

This section is not about reconciliation between God and individuals, it addresses the separation between 
Israel and the Gentile nations. 

Ephesians 2:11-13 – Review 

The Gentile nations were excluded from the revelation of the promises. Israel was supposed to be the light 
to the nations but failed and refused. Likewise, the nations did not believe and refused to consider the truth 
of YHWH. 

The message is no longer isolated to Israel but has been sent out to all the world. Also, those who are in 
Christ, regardless of Israeli or Gentile, are in the administration of God. 

Ephesians 2:14-16 – The reconciliation of Israel and the Gentiles through the peace of Jesus Christ 

In order to appreciate this passage, it is important to understand the previous condition. To do this, we ask 
some questions from this text: 

What is the barrier of the dividing wall? 

What is the enmity? 

What is in the Law and commandments that causes this enmity? 

One possible idea is very general, that the entire Law chooses, out of the nations, one nation—Israel. 
Because one nation is chosen, all other nations are left out of God’s revelation, the covenants, and the 
promises of the Old Testament. 



Beth Haven Church, Kansas City, Missouri Ephesians 027 

Are there specifics in the Law that speak to this separation? When this letter was penned, the temple was 
still standing (destroyed in 70 AD). It had a division where Gentiles and unclean Jews could not cross under 
the penalty of death.  

Herod’s temple contained four separate “courts,” separated from one another and each designed for a 
different purpose: the Court of the Gentiles, the Court of the Women, the Court of Israel (or the Court of 
Men), and the Court of Priests. 

The Court of the Gentiles was accessible to Gentiles, foreigners, and those who were considered impure. 
It would have been at this location where informal actions would occur, exchanging money, and buying 
animals for sacrifices. It was most likely from this outer court that Jesus drove out the money changers 
(John 2:13-16). 

Non-Jews were allowed to enter the Court of the Gentiles, but they were forbidden to go any farther than 
the outer court. The inner temple courtyards were enclosed by a balustrade, and at the entrances to it, 
notices were posted in both Greek and Latin, warning foreigners and uncircumcised persons that 
crossing into one of the other courtyards was punishable by death. One of those ancient notices is now 
on display in a museum in Istanbul (picture). “No stranger is to enter within the balustrade round the 
temple and enclosure. Whoever is caught will be himself responsible for his ensuing death.” 

Acts 21:27-29 - On Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem, some Jews stirred up a crowd and grabbed Paul in the 
temple, alleging that he had taken Trophimus, a Gentile, into one of the forbidden courtyards. 

Now, it is important to note that this court is not mentioned in the Hebrew text. This was a made-up 
court to keep foreigners out of the temple grounds but close enough that they could profit from the 
attraction. 

In the Mosaic Law, there were warning about foreign involvement with the worship and temple services. 

Exodus 12:42-45 

Exodus 34:11-16 (cf. Deuteronomy 7:1-6) 

Leviticus 22:21, 25 

Ezekiel 44:6-9 

Ezra 9:1-4, 10:16-17 – The men listed were not able to serve in the temple unless they divorced their 
foreign wives and sent their foreign children away. 

We see that there was a divine institution in the temple services that eliminated Gentile participation. The 
Levites had to be pure from foreign influence. There was no provision for a proselyte to participate in the 
temple services. They could not even give a seemingly acceptable animal for sacrifice; their involvement 
meant the animal was unclean. 

All this was to prevent Israel from being influenced by the nations and involving idolatry with the worship 
and service to YHWH. This was not to exclude the Gentiles but to demonstrate that approaching the God of 
Creation was determined by God and not by man. This was to demonstrate the exclusivity of YHWH and to 
differentiate Him from false gods made by man.  

God has not spoken to the other nations, so if they desired to understand YHWH, they had to come to Israel.    
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What is the barrier of the dividing wall? 

Paul may have had in mind the barrier of the court of the Gentiles, but that is simply a visual 
representation of the reality of the separation between Israel and the nations contained in the Law. 

What is in the Law and commandments that cause this enmity?  

Whenever there is exclusivity, people want to be included. The Law was set up by the Lord and created 
this exclusive nation for worship to be a light to the Gentiles.  

What is the enmity? 

This is the word “ἔχθρα echthra.” This means to be hostile or hated, at odds, warring with one another. 
Some think that what Paul really expresses, then, is the fact that the legal system, which was meant 
primarily to protect the Jewish people against the corruption of idolatry, became the bitter root of Jewish 
exclusiveness in relation to the Gentiles. 

Is enmity God’s desired result when creating this exclusivity? As previously established, God’s 
objective was for Israel to be a light to the Gentiles. The Jews hating the Gentiles was not part of the 
plan, even if it was what happened. Likewise, the Gentiles hating the Jews was not intended but is the 
reality of the nations who hate God and His Chosen Nation. 

 


