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Ephesians 2:11-22 – The Church United Under Jesus Christ 

What is the basis for this unity between Israel and the Gentiles? The answer is in Ephesians 1:1-2:10 and 
this is also fully expounded in Romans 2:1-3:30. 

1. Both are equally guilty of sin 

2. Every person needs to have forgiveness and justification before God 

3. Everyone is saved by grace through faith 

4. Since we are all guilty and all saved the same way, then there is no division in the Church. 

5. For the church to be functional, the distinction of nationality needs to be dismissed. 

There are five sentences in this paragraph 

11-12 –  You Gentiles remember that you were separate from Christ. 
13 –  But now you have been brought near. 

14-16 –  For He Himself is our peace. 
17-18 –  We have our access to the Father in one Spirit through Him. 
19-22 –  You are no longer strangers and aliens but you are citizens together with the saints and 

household of God. 

This section is not about the reconciliation between God and a person, it is about the separation between 
Israel and the Gentile Nations. 

Ephesians 2:11-12 – The previous condition of the Gentiles (Review) 

Most people take the text in Ephesians 2:11-12 as identification before believing in Christ. Personal 
identification prior to believing in Jesus is located in Ephesians 2:1-3. This section is about the national 
identity prior to the coming and proclamation of Christ. 

In what way were the nations separated from Christ, Israel, and without hope? They were excluded from 
the revelation of the promises. Israel was supposed to be the light to the nations but failed and refused. 
Likewise, the nations did not believe and refused to consider the truth of YHWH. 

Ephesians 2:13 – The Effect of the Sacrifice of Jesus upon the Nations 

The translation of this text is very straightforward and has no translational errors. 

The first word is “νῡνί nuni” now, at this moment, in the present. This indicates that this status of being near 
is not a future expectation but a current reality. 

In Greek, the word order allows us to see the emphasis. Although the sentence is “Now you have been 
brought near,” the emphasis is on the person and work of Christ Jesus.  

There is a very good wordplay with the “to be verbs.”  

νυνὶ δὲ ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ ὑμεῖς οἵ ποτε ὄντες μακρὰν ἐγενήθητε ἐγγὺς ἐν τῷ αἵματι τοῦ Χριστοῦ. 
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The subject of this sentence is found in the articular participle “the ones being at one time far away.” The 
verb “γίγνομαι ginomai” means to become. This shows a transformation from one thing to another. The 
verb is in the Aorist Passive Indicative. The ones being far away, who are in Christ Jesus, have become 
near. 

The means in this text is “in the blood of Christ,” or “by the blood of Christ.” 

The literal physical substance of the blood of Jesus is neither magical, mystical, nor spiritual. The word 
blood is used as “the what” and constitutes the life of an individual (spilled blood, shed blood).  

Hebrews 9:6-14, 21-28 – The blood of Jesus Christ is the sacrifice He made and perfected in the temple, 
not made with hands, and completes the shadow which was initiated in the Old Testament. 

This sacrifice of Jesus Christ accomplishes much: 

1. Romans 3:25 – Satisfies the justice of God for sins 
2. Romans 5:9 – Declared right before God 
3. 1 Corinthians 11:25 (Hebrews 9:15) – Seals the New Covenant with Israel and Judah 
4. Ephesians 1:7 – Redemption 
5. Colossians 1:20 – All His creation has been reconciled to Himself 

Now we can add a sixth: those in other nations are no longer far off in Christ Jesus but have been 
brought near. Although we can see that the reality is for believers (in Christ Jesus), the fact that the 
nations have been brought near is clearly seen in two ways: 

First, the Gospel has gone out purposefully and successfully to all the nations. Just like Israel, the 
acceptance of the truth is not necessarily the question. Israel had the truth, and many of them 
throughout history did not believe in YHWH, turning to other gods; and currently, only a small 
percentage believe in Jesus as the Messiah. 

Second, the greatest propagation of the gospel after the First Century has been accomplished by 
Gentiles. This is not to diminish Israel, and Jewish believers have had major contributions to both 
evangelism and clarity. This is to realize the honor and privilege that it is to be included in the 
administration of God; we do not replace, we are included. 

Conclusion 

Once again, we must understand this text in regard to the whole and not the individual. The understanding 
of the idea of the nations being brought near is not yet complete; we will continue the history and the 
resolution will be addressed in verses 14-22.   

What did the sacrifice of Jesus accomplish in regard to unity between the nations and Israel?  

The message is no longer isolated to Israel but has been sent out to all the world. Also, those who are in 
Christ, regardless of Israeli or Gentile, are in the administration of God. 

Questions  

What is the enmity in verses 15 and 16?  

In our time frame, we typically do not have a question concerning Israel and the nations, so what is the 
theological impact upon the current church and our body in particular? 


