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WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

Gospel means good news. The facts about a man being in sin, lost, and bound for judgment and hell are not 
part of the Gospel. The Gospel is in response to the predicament that each individual man, woman, and child 
is in.  

There are various “gospels” found in the Bible. All of them present God’s good news to a group or an 
individual in response to difficulty, being lost (physically or spiritually), under oppression, etc. 

Matthew 4:23 – The Gospel of the Kingdom 

Acts 20:24 – The Gospel of the Grace of God 

Romans 10:16; Isaiah 53:1 – the Gospel of the Coming Messiah (The Suffering Servant) 

Galatians 2:7-14 – The Gospel of Freedom in Jesus Christ 

Ephesians 1:13 – The Gospel of Salvation (the Message of Truth) 

Normally when we say Gospel, we meant this last one—the good news of how someone is saved from 
eternal hell to eternal life. This good news is centered around the person of Jesus Christ, what He did and 
what He promises. 

He is God in the flesh, born of a woman but not of a man, come to Earth to bring life and save (John 1:1-
5, 9-18, 3:17; Philippians 2:5-8; Colossians 1:15-20; 1 Timothy 1:15). 

Jesus died on the cross for sins. Jesus had no sin of His own and was the perfect sacrifice for all sins of 
all time for all people (John 19; Luke 24:25-27; Acts 10:24-48, 13:26-41; Romans 5:6-10; 1 Corinthians 
15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:20-21; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 2:13-14; Hebrews 9:13-14, 24-28, 10:1-4, 8-
10, 14-18; 1 John 2:2). 

Jesus’ promise concerning eternal life, being righteous before God, is that it is a free gift. Once received, 
it will not and cannot be rescinded or taken away. The cost is free to the one who received it but costly 
for the One who provided it (refer to hand out). 

The method of reception is to take God/Jesus at His word, believe the good news. For one to say that 
works, sacraments, turning from sin, baptism, promises to do better, or any activity secures this 
benefit in any way is saying “I do not believe that Jesus promises eternal life for free.” 

This is where the evangelicals separate. Most evangelicals have no issue or disbelief with the first 
two points. But many, most, or a vast majority of evangelical preachers add a stipulation to the free 
gift of eternal life. Is salvation free or is it not free? This is the question that divides. 

The mode and method by which salvation is delivered to mankind is by grace through faith. To add 
any effort or activity of man to receive, keep, prove, or have assurance is to add works to grace, 
nullifying grace, and thus nullifying the means by which a person has eternal life (Romans 4:13-16, 
11:6; Galatians 2:21).        
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WHAT IS THEIR GOSPEL?  

Remember, in this evaluation of the message; we do not determine their position before God, their salvation, 
their intents, or their motivation. We do evaluate their message against the true gospel. 

D. A. Carson – As the founder of “The Gospel Coalition,” along with Tim Keller, they have an extensive 
statement on “what the gospel is and how it impacts every part of our lives.” Their preamble is very 
attractive and engaging. What is their gospel? 

“We believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by grace have faith in Jesus, and that he will one 
day glorify them—all to the praise of his glorious grace. In love God commands and implores all 
people to repent and believe, having set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained 
Christ to be their Redeemer.” 

“Repentance is a turning from sin, and—along with faith—is a constitutive part of Christian 
conversion.” 

“It is best to see in repentance a complete and utter turning of the person away from sin.” 

“It is important to grasp that one cannot have repentance or faith without the other. We might 
say that they are two sides of the same coin. In conversion one turns from sin (repentance) and to 
Christ (faith). They are co-terminus.” * 12 signs of genuine repentance… 

“The gospel is… intensely personal (where it is received, believed, and held firmly, individual 
persons are saved).” 

“Inasmuch as Christ was given by the Father for us, and his obedience and punishment were accepted in 
place of our own, freely and not for anything in us, this justification is solely of free grace, in order that 
both the exact justice and the rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners. We 
believe that a zeal for personal and public obedience flows from this free justification.” 

John F. MacArthur – Pastor at Grace Community Church and has the organization “Grace to You.” 

“We teach that regeneration is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit by which the divine nature and 
divine life are given. It is instantaneous and is accomplished solely by the power of the Holy Spirit 
through the instrumentality of the Word of God when the repentant sinner, as enabled by the 
Holy Spirit, responds in faith to the divine provision of salvation. Genuine regeneration is 
manifested by fruits worthy of repentance as demonstrated in righteous attitudes and conduct. 
Good works are the proper evidence and fruit of regeneration, and will be experienced to the extent 
that the believer submits to the control of the Holy Spirit in his life through faithful obedience to the 
Word of God. This obedience causes the believer to be increasingly conformed to the image of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

“We teach that justification before God is an act of God by which He declares righteous those 
who, through faith in Christ, repent of their sins and confess Him as sovereign Lord.” 

“The gospel call to the sinner throughout Scripture is a simple, succinct command—repent and 
believe.” 
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“The Greek word for “repentance” is metanoia . . . Literally it means “afterthought” or “change of 
mind,” but biblically its meaning does not stop there. As metanoia is used in the New Testament, it 
always speaks of a change of purpose, and specifically a turning from sin. In the sense Jesus 
used it, repentance calls for a repudiation of the old life and a turning to God for salvation.” 

“Clearly, the biblical concept of faith must lead to obedience. Obedience is the inevitable 
manifestation of true faith…true faith always produces righteous works. As the Reformers were 
fond of saying, we are justified by faith alone, but justifying faith is never alone” 

John Piper - chancellor of Bethlehem College & Seminary, pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church. Founder of 
Desiring God. 

In an article titled, “Does God Really Save Us by Faith Alone?” here’s how John Piper answers the 
question.  

“In final salvation at the last judgment, faith is confirmed by the sanctifying fruit it has borne, and 
we are saved through that fruit and that faith.” 

“These works of faith, and this obedience of faith, these fruits of the Spirit that come by faith, are 
necessary for our final salvation. No holiness, no heaven. So, we should not speak of getting to heaven 
by faith alone in the same way we are justified by faith alone.” 

“Essential to the Christian life and necessary for final salvation is the killing of sin and the pursuit of 
holiness. Mortification of sin, sanctification in holiness. But what makes that possible and pleasing to 
God? We put sin to death and we pursue holiness from a justified position where God is one 
hundred percent for us — already — by faith alone.” 

“So faith alone doesn’t mean the same thing when applied to justification, sanctification, and final 
salvation.” 

“Justification, as we ordinarily use the term (as Paul ordinarily uses the term), refers not to a 
process, but salvation sometimes does refer to a process.” 

“We won’t see the Lord Jesus — that is, we won’t be finally saved — without this “striving for 
holiness.” 

“We are not justified through sanctification. Let me say it again: we are not justified through 
sanctification. But we are finally saved through sanctification — that is, through a real change in 
our hearts and minds and lives without which we will not see the Lord.” 

Wayne Grudem – Theologian and seminary professor. He was the general editor of the English Standard 
Version (ESV) Study Bible and author of the most popular Systematic Theology Book. 

“Conversion (faith and repentance) is our willing response to the gospel call, in which we sincerely 
repent of sins and place our trust in Christ for salvation. Both faith and repentance continue throughout 
life.” 
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“Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it 
and walk in obedience to Christ.” 

Dr. David Jeremiah - Turning Point, Pastor of Shadow Mountain Community Church in California 

“If we repent of our sin, then confess and trust Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we will be saved 
from our sins. You can pray right now, telling God you’re ready to trust Christ as your Savior and 
confess Him as Lord.  By the time you get to the final “Amen,” you’ll be a new person in Christ.” 

CONCLUSION 

This expose is not an indictment on these commentators or the people that follow them. This is an 
evaluation of their message, and Christendom has an unfortunate pandemic of a lack of clarity. I pray that 
the truth of the grace of God gains traction, that these men and many others come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 

I do not believe that they are nefarious, but sincerity is not a substitute for truth. They probably are sincerely 
wrong. Their message is not consistent with the truth of the Gospel of salvation and that is both frustrating 
and sad. 

As we continue in the study of discernment, we will turn to Scripture and review several passages that are 
misinterpreted to reinforce their false gospel. 

Next week, we will begin with Matthew 7:15-23 – Are we fruit inspectors? 


