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THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENTS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

1. Jonah? 2. Obadiah? 3. Joel? 4. Amos  

5. Hosea  6. Isaiah 7. Micah 8. Nahum 

9. Jeremiah 10. Zephaniah 11. Habakkuk  12. Ezekiel 

13. Daniel 14. Haggai 15. Zechariah  16. Malachi  

THE PROPHETS SO FAR   
In this study, we will review the prophets, placing them historically within the narrative of the Old 
Testament, and our primary goal is to understand what they say about the Messiah, His Kingdom, or the 
events that will lead up to His arrival. 

As we have progressed through the prophets, we have seen that the Messianic predictions have been woven 
into the prophetic message to David, Israel, Judah, and the nations. The main content from the books of 
prophecy is judgment and a call to return to the Lord through the keeping of the Mosaic Covenant. 

Isaiah contains the most information about the identity and function of the coming Messiah and some of the 
most descriptive characteristics of how the Messiah will first come as a suffering servant and will sacrifice 
Himself for the redemption of all.   

MICAH – 735-710 BC 

Micah 1:1– Micah is a contemporary of Isaiah and has many parallels with the book of Isaiah. The book can 
be simplified into judgment and hope. There are six sections where judgment is followed up by hope: 

1:2-2:13, 3:1-4:8, 4:9-13, 5:1-9, 5:10-6:8, 6:9-7:20 

The prophecies of Micah deal primarily with the nation of Judah and Israel and warn of judgment that will 
soon come. But even in the immediate future of destruction and exile, hope remains. The promises of 
blessing for Israel are very extensive in Micah. 

1. 2:12-13 – Israel will be regathered and return from exile 

2. 4:1-8 – The Lord’s house will be built. The nations will come to Israel to learn about God and His 
Word. The oppressed will be restored. The oppressors will be destroyed. 

3. 5:2-9 – The Messiah King will be born in Bethlehem Ephrathah and will be the Eternal King. The 
remnant will be scattered but will be powerful. 

4. 6:6-9 – Tells of what God requires of man 

5. 7:14-20 – The Messiah will shepherd the people. Nations will see and be ashamed. There is no God 
like YHWH who pardons iniquity, passes over rebellious acts, does not retain His anger, and 
delights in unchanging love. He will have compassion for Israel, and the promises of Abraham will 
be realized. 
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NAHUM – 650-630 BC 

When you think of Nahum, think of Nineveh and Assyria. This written 100 years after Jonah. Nineveh had a 
period of time where YHWH was respected, and they turned away from their wickedness and cruelty. After 
that generation, Assyria once again began asserting dominance, built cities with the backs of the oppressed, 
and was exceedingly wicked. Nahum prophesied to captive Israelites about the destruction of their 
oppressors soon after they were taken captive by Assyria in 722. This is before the Babylonian armies killed 
Ashurbanipal in 626 and the fall of Nineveh in 612. 

Chapter 1 is about the power of God but is illustrated in very powerful poetic prose. Verses 9-15 pronounce 
judgment upon the wicked and oppressors.  

Assyria is not mentioned. The glory of God and His holiness is the basis for judgment. It indicates that it 
does not matter who is the oppressor, God will take His justice. 

In 2:2, the promise of the restoration of Israel is given. 

Chapters 2-3 describe and glory in the fall of Nineveh. They describe the siege of Nineveh and the glory of 
Assyria will be plundered (2:8-13). The poetic prose just keeps piling on the destruction and judgment of 
Nineveh (3:15-19). 

Messianism in Nahum is often dismissed, but it was already stated. There is a lack of specifics regarding the 
nations and judgment in the first half of Nahum. This indicates that any nation that exists in the same vein as 
Assyria and builds its power on oppression, lacks justice, and is cruel will be judged by the God of justice. 

HABAKKUK – 612-605 BC 

This short book was probably written shortly before the final captivity of Jerusalem (586 BC). Habakkuk 
prophesies during the ministry of Jeremiah. Jeremiah started before Habakkuk and continues past this 
conclusion of Habakkuk. 

Like Nahum, it is a very short book and limited in scope. The opening verses reveal that justice had 
essentially disappeared from the land of Judah; violence and wickedness are seemingly permitted to exist 
without any response from God.  

This book is written as a psalm, even with pauses and a declaration as a song in the last line. 

1:2–4 – The prophet cried out for God to respond.  

1:5–11 – The Lord responds that He was sending the Chaldeans (Babylon) for judgment.  

1:12–2:1 – The result is Habakkuk questions God: Why not just purge Israel and restore the righteous 
ones? Why would God use an unholy and ruthless people who are worse than Judah to judge Judah? 

2:2–20 – YHWH answers that He would judge the Chaldeans also. However, Habakkuk was not 
satisfied with this answer. He continues to question God and His wisdom for using an evil nation to 
judge the Chosen Nation of Israel.  
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3:1-19 – Habakkuk’s prayer in verse 2 results in God’s answer in verses 3-15. God simply tells the 
prophet that it is not about him. God will do what is right in His wisdom and man does not need to 
understand. Habakkuk returned to understanding and rejoiced in the Lord, trusting in His wisdom. 

Messianism in Habakkuk is also not about the Messiah directly but about the justice and sovereignty of 
YHWH. 

God’s justice will not only be upon His Chosen Nation but upon all nations. Although we cannot always 
see it and often accuse the Lord of not acting with justice, He is the Lord (1:12-13). 

God, through Habakkuk, tells the people how to avoid judgment and live (2:4-5). 

The Messianic promise of knowledge and peace can be seen in 2:12-14, 18-20. 

God will take His vengeance and will preserve Israel (3:12-13). 

3:16-19 – This is a remarkable realization by Habakkuk and is practical for all persons at all times. In 
this life, we are not dependent upon circumstances to have confidence in the Lord. 


