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Ephesians 2:4-7 – God’s response to our sin 

Two main points need to remain: 

1. The main point is to distinguish a contrast of walk “περιπατέω peripateō” 
2. This section is used to lead into Ephesians 2:11-22. Paul is using doctrine that they know well to 

support the next point. 

The sentence structure in this section is complex but not difficult to understand. The paragraph is easily 
broken up.  

I. And You – 1-3 
II. But God – 4-7 

III. Because by Grace – 8-9 
IV. Because We are His Work – 10  

Ephesians 2:1-8a Review 

When we think of Ephesians 2:1-3 there are three words that should come to mind. We were: 

1. Dead 
2. Unworthy 
3. Incapable 

When we think of Ephesians 2:4-7, the main thought is “but God.” Or we can render this to a sentence that 
includes the contrast— “In spite of our sin, God acted.”  

There are three supportive phrases that help the main sentence of the section. 

1. But God be being rich in mercy 
2. Because of the great love with which He loved us 
3. We being dead in the trespasses 

The three main verbs in 4-7 are comprised in the main sentence are: 

1. He made us alive together 
2. He raised us together  
3. He seated us together 

The salvation that is presented in this text is not only justification, but this also speaks to the future 
promises, our eventual salvation from this flesh, this world, the sin and the death that plagues us.  

The demonstration of grace will be in the next age, the Millennial Reign. We will be an object lesson of His 
grace in the next age. 

“By that grace you are ones who have been saved.” This is a Perfect Periphrastic, an overuse of words that 
is the strongest and most direct way of saying something important. It is a “participle that forms so close a 
connection with the principal verb that the idea of the speaker is incomplete without it.” This phrase is the 
second main point of this paragraph. It is God’s response to our previous walk and is the reason for how we 
should walk.  
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What is the means of salvation? Grace or faith? Both are fundamental. But grace is more of the means. 
Faith is the agency by which the grace of God is applied. 

Ephesians 2:8b-9 Exposition 

NASB – For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

NIV – For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. 

KJV – For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

My Translation: 

Because you are ones who have been saved by the grace through faith, and this not of yourselves, the 
gift of God, not of deeds so that not anyone would boast. 

In our last lesson, we left off with “Because you are ones who have been saved by that grace through faith.” 
Next, we will look at the next four clauses that support and further explain the Perfect Periphrastic Phrase 
“Because you are ones who have been saved by that grace through faith.” 

1. and this not of yourselves 
2. the gift of God 
3. not of deeds 
4. so that not anyone would boast 

Before we deal with each of these clauses, we are going to discuss the pronoun this. The pronoun is “οὗτος 
houtos.” It is translated, THAT not of yourselves, in the NASB. In my translation, THIS not of yourselves.  

“οὗτος houtos” is a demonstrative pronoun that refers to something near and is contrasted to “ἐκεῖνος 
ekeinos” which is a demonstrative pronoun that refers to something far from or dissociated from the 
speaker. 

“οὗτος houtos” – this, these 

“ἐκεῖνος ekeinos” – that, those 

As a pronoun, this refers to something, an antecedent. In Greek, we match up pronouns and antecedents 
with the grammatical form (gender and number). The pronoun is Singular Neuter. Here is the problem, 
in the previous sentence, “Because you are ones who have been saved by that grace through faith,” there 
is nothing that matches the pronoun.  

The neuter form of “οὗτος houtos” when there is no direct antecedent normally refers to a concept rather 
than a word in the previous context. According to MHT (Moulton/Howard/Turner), “οὗτος houtos” 
often refers to the noun which is most vividly in the writer’s mind. 

Also, Baur, Wallace, and Moulton also state that the construction “καὶ οὗτος” (which is what is present 
in our text) can have adverbial force, “and at that,” “especially,” or “and indeed.” 

What we know for sure – The pronoun does not refer to nouns in the text (grace, faith) 

What is possible – Adverbial force “and especially” or “οὗτος houtos” refers to the previous concept 
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Of the 22 times that Paul uses a “καὶ οὗτος” construction, in at least half of them, it is proper to 
translate them with adverbial force, the others have antecedents that match the previous text. 

I am convinced this text should be understood as adverbial and I am altering my translation to that 
effect.     

“Because you are ones who have been saved by that grace through faith, especially not of 
yourselves, the gift of God, not of deeds, so that not anyone would boast. 

Why was this an important distinction? 

There are some modern Calvinists and classic Calvinists that try to prove through a variety of texts that 
God is the one who chooses who would believe. This is normally referred to as predestination. Their 
claim is that not only does God know who would believe, but that He enables the ones He chooses to 
believe. 

This is one of the texts they use. They claim that “faith is not of yourselves,” “faith is a gift of God.” 

Luke 17:3-5 

Luke 22:32-33 

1 Corinthians 12:8-11 

In Luke 17, how does Jesus respond to the request? The question is in response to the doctrine of 
forgiveness to your brother regardless of the number of offenses. This is antithetical to the Pharisees and 
Sadducees of that day who teach that after three offenses you no longer have to forgive. The response to 
the question, Jesus tells them in verses 7-10 that if you only do what you are instructed, then there is no 
honor in that. Jesus is telling them to understand the intent of God’s character in dealing with your 
brother and not do the minimum but the extraordinary. 

Jesus increased their faith by giving them more doctrine to ponder and believe. 

In Luke 22, Jesus informs Simon (Peter) that Satan has requested to test Peter. The exact content of how 
and why is not given. Jesus does not say that Satan’s request is permitted. What Jesus does say is that 
Jesus requested Peter. The term pray here is “didomain,” a request, want, or to tie to oneself. 

The purpose is so that “the faith of yours would not fail.” We’re told that the doctrines Peter believes 
would be relied upon in the time of trial. 

Interestingly, Peter initially does fail. Later, Peter is a pillar but still needs help and correction from 
Paul in what is true. 

Finally, 1 Corinthians 12 – In verse 1, the word gifts is not present. It concerns the things that are 
characterized as spiritual. In verse 4, there are varieties of gifts (graces), but the same spirit. The 
emphasis of 1 Corinthians 12 is not to list gifts but to inform the highly divided Corinthian Church that 
everything they have is from the same Spirit. Then, in verses 7-8, we have the manifestations of the 
Spirit. The word of wisdom or the word of knowledge refers to the supernatural information from God 
so that the church is edified.  

If everything here is for the edification of the church, how does faith fit? Faith here is NOT an 
individual’s ability to believe but is in the same vein as words of wisdom and knowledge. 
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Faith is a noun. Faith is “that which is believed.” In the biblical context, it is the “doctrines, truth, 
message of God that is believed or is intended to be believed.” 1 Corinthians gives the doctrines of 
God to be communicated to the church to be believed. The result is an increased faith or a more 
precise faith. 

This is the source of the error; faith is not believing. When the apostles asked Jesus to help their faith or 
increase their faith, they desired more information. They are not asking Jesus to help them believe. 

Ephesians 2:8 – Even if faith is not of yourselves, which it is not in this text, it still does not indicate that 
God gives someone the ability to believe or to have confidence. 

Conclusion 

Today we did not advance the text that far. We dealt with the question and the controversy from the text and 
permitted the text to speak for itself so that we can have confidence in what we believe. 

The question that we proposed 7 lessons ago is: 

What is the gift of God? Is it grace, saved, or faith? Is faith a gift? Our conclusion, after looking at the 
pronoun, is that the terms grace, faith, saved are not referred to at this time. The gift, we will see next week, 
is Jesus Christ and consequently the provision of salvation. 

When referring to Ephesians 2:1-10, nothing is of yourselves.   

The bigger picture – The gospel is a proclamation, a proposition of the truth of God. The necessary response for 
a person to have the benefits of the provision is to take God at His word, to be convinced that God, through 
Jesus Christ, gives eternal life as a gift. 

 


