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PURPOSE AND GOAL   
Over the last two and one-half years (May 31, 2017 – December 16, 2020), we have learned the narrative of 
the Hebrew Scriptures. We have gone from creation through the last event in the Hebrew Scriptures (but not 
the last words). 

Now we are going to go back and learn about God’s communication to man through His chosen vessels, the 
prophets. Some prophets have a long and eventful history; others we know very little about their life, their 
actions, their mission, and their message. 

This study will introduce the prophets and we will find out, to the extent Scripture tells us, what we can 
know about them, what their message was, and to whom it was to be delivered. 

In the end, we will see if there is a consistent message from the prophets in what they say about the future 
from Israel’s perspective prior to the coming of the Messiah.   

DEFINITION OF PROPHET  

A prophet is someone who speaks on behalf of the Lord and informs others of His will. Prophets often 
rebuked the actions of their audience and are well known for predicting events. By the time Moses and 
Israel came around, prophets were well known, and there are rules established for prophets. 

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 – If someone claimed to speak for YHWH and they said something untrue or 
prophesied something that did not come true, they spoke for themselves and they had to die.   

Deuteronomy 13:1-3 – Even if prophets were accurate, their message had to be consistent with what is 
known about the true God, YHWH. 

When we review the prophets, we will only call someone a prophet if Scripture does or it is obvious that he 
speaks for YHWH. 

PROPHETS OF THE PENTATEUCH  

Abel – Luke 11:51; Hebrews 11:4, 12:24 – There is debate as to how Abel speaks. Is it his blood or is it the 
fact that he is the first recorded person to make a blood sacrifice? Regardless of which, God spoke to Abel 
and gave him instruction as to what was an acceptable sacrifice. His message was to his generation and 
probably to his brother, Cain. The instruction is presumed to have been that an acceptable sacrifice to God 
had to be a blood sacrifice.  

Abraham – Genesis 20:7 – This is the first time in the Hebrew Scriptures the word prophet is used. 
Abraham’s ministry was to Canaan, and both his message and actions were directed toward his family and 
to those with whom he had interaction. The main impact was upon his descendants who understood that the 
Seed promise would come from his line through Isaac. 

Moses – Numbers 12:6-8; Deuteronomy 34:10 – Moses is the main prophet. God communicated with him 
when he was 80 years old in Median and told him to give a message to Israel and Pharaoh. After the 
Exodus, God spoke directly to Israel and gave the 10 sayings, but because of fear, they told Moses to speak 
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to God for them and Moses communicated the Word of the Lord to the children of Israel (Deuteronomy 
18:15-16). Aaron was called Moses’ prophet but never a prophet of the Lord. 

Miriam – Exodus 15:20-21 – This is the only reference to Miriam as a prophetess. Her ministry was to Israel 
and she led Israel in song, declaring the wondrous works of the Lord in saving them from Egypt through the 
sea. 

PROPHETS OF EARLY ISRAEL 

Deborah – Judges 4:4-5:31 – Deborah and Barak worked together as prophet, judge, and deliverer. Deborah, 
as a prophet, judged Israel, settling disputes and communicating the wisdom of God. She sends for Barak to 
lead Israel in battle as her general. Judges 5 retells the account of the Israelites’ victory over Sisera in poetic 
form. The account begins by ascribing the “song” to Deborah and Barak, but the subsequent pronouns 
referring to the singer are the first-person, singular case. In this song, Deborah is clearly identified as the 
one God uses to be the judge and deliverer of Israel. 

Samuel – 1 Samuel 3:19-21 – Samuel is a prophet/judge of Israel and leads the nation into the Monarchy, 
although the first king was a lesson in who chooses the kings for Israel and the consequences for not 
following the will of YHWH. After Saul disobeyed God’s instruction to destroy the Amalekites, God 
rejected Saul and instructed Samuel to anoint David as the successor to the throne of Israel. Samuel obeyed 
and then returned to his hometown of Ramah. Samuel is attested to have written 1 Samuel and a portion of 2 
Samuel. He served the entire nation of Israel as their leader and communicated the will of God to Saul and 
David as His mouthpiece, and the kings were to carry out the instructions of the Lord. 

Gad – 1 Samuel 22:5 – Gad was a prophet of God who served under David. Like Samuel, he was the 
mouthpiece of God, and David was to carry out the instructions of the Lord. Gad’s most interesting ministry 
came in the discipline of David after he took a census of the people (2 Samuel 24:10-19). Gad instructs 
David to build an altar after the sin, and then Gad is not mentioned again. 

Nathan – 2 Samuel 7:2 – Nathan was the most prolific prophet under David. This is the prophet that 
prophesies to David the Covenant that God would make with him (2 Samuel 7:8-17). Nathan was there for 
the birth of Solomon (2 Samuel 12:24-25) and was instrumental in Solomon becoming king in spite of 
insurrection from Adonijah. He is also credited with writing the rest of Samuel and part of 1 and 2 Kings. 

Ahijah – 1 Kings 11:27-39 – The ministry of Ahijah was brief in Scripture. The most important thing he did 
was to announce the divided kingdom and appoint Jeroboam to be king over the ten northern tribes of Israel. 
He later prophesied that Jeroboam’s family would all die because of Jeroboam’s idolatry (1 Kings 14:2-18). 
His ministry seems to be to Jeroboam only, and we can say that he was the first prophet of the divided 
kingdom. 


