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Ephesians 2:4-7 – God’s response to our sin 

Two main points need to remain: 

1. The main point is to distinguish a contrast of walk “περιπατέω peripateō” 
2. This section is used to lead into Ephesians 2:11-22. Paul is using doctrine that they know well to 

support the next point. 

The sentence structure in this section is complex but not difficult to understand. The paragraph is easily 
broken up.  

I. And You – 1-3 
II. But God – 4-7 

III. Because by Grace – 8-9 
IV. Because We are His Work – 10  

Ephesians 2:1-7 Review 

When we think of Ephesians 2:1-3, there are three words that should come to mind: 

1. Dead 
2. Unworthy 
3. Incapable 

The main thought of Ephesians 2:4-7 is “but God.” Or we can render this to a sentence that includes the 
contrast: “In spite of our sin, God acted.”  

There are three supportive phrases that help the main sentence of the section. 

1. But God be being rich in mercy 
2. Because of the great love with which He loved us 
3. We being dead in the trespasses 

The three main verbs in 4-7 are comprised in the main sentence are: 

1. He made us alive together 
2. He raised us together  
3. He seated us together 

In the middle of the sentence, there is a parenthetical phrase that is a “Perfect Periphrastic Phrase.” “By 
grace you are being ones who have been saved.” When we discussed this last time, we learned that this is a 
purposeful overuse of words that is the strongest and most direct way of saying something important.  

A.T. Robertson describes this as a “participle that forms so close a connection with the principal verb that 
the idea of the speaker is incomplete without it.” The “by grace you are ones who have been saved” is 
directly tied to the three main verbs in this sentence.  

This tells us that the “made alive,” “raised up,” and “seated” are all tied to “you are having been saved by 
grace.” Being saved is not a single emphasis idea. God’s entire plan is considered your salvation.  
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Ephesians 2:7 Exposition 

NASB – so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

NIV – in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

My Translation: 

So that he would demonstrate, in the impending ages, the exceeding abundance of His grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.  

The passage states that there is a result of God’s activity toward us in spite of our sin. God’s grace 
demonstrates or shows something in the ages to come. 

The word show, which I translated demonstrate, is “ἐνδείκνυμι endeiknumi (en-dāk’-noo-mē).” This 
means to direct attention to or cause something to become known, to display conduct that affects 
another.  

This verb is in the middle voice. This indicates that the subject of the verb is also the party of 
interest. The showing is outward, but the benefit goes to the subject. In this clause, God is the 
subject. He demonstrates grace to demonstrate His grace in kindness. What He does magnifies the 
acts and goodness of Himself.   

This is not meaningless self-glorification. Remember that without knowledge of Him, no one can be 
saved. He must glorify Himself so that His creation can be saved. 

The timing of this demonstration is unique. The age (αἰών aiōn) can refer to the age that is (this present 
age) or the age that is to come. The participle “ἐπέρχομαι eperchomai” indicates something coming or 
approaching. This age is the age to come (coming, impending).  

I do not believe this to be the eternal age (αἰῶνες τῶν αἰώνων) but the next age to come, the 
Millennial Reign, the 1,000-year reign of the Christ. 

Revelation 20:1-9 – In short, here are some characteristics of this age: 

1. There will be humans who enter in and are born during that age. 
2. Sin is not fully dealt with and will come to a head after the 1,000 years are complete. 
3. Jesus will be ruling and reigning on earth from Jerusalem, Israel, with Israel fully 

restored and the central location for human government. 
4. Nations must honor Israel and Jesus; otherwise, famine and plagues will come upon the 

nation that does not honor Israel and Jesus. 
5. We will rule with Christ, possibly as emissaries to these nations, and communicate the 

desires and instruction from Jesus as glorified humans. 

I believe that we, in this age, will become evidence of His grace to those humans who live in the 
age to come. We will bring glory to Jesus and the Father so that they would believe and be 
justified in believing in Jesus and be motivated to follow the rules so as to survive the end of the 
1,000-year reign of Christ. 
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In Christ Jesus - Paul is careful to remind his readers that all this grace and what we are destined for is 
based upon and found only in Christ Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 Exposition 

NASB – For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

NIV – For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. 

KJV – For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

My Translation: 

Because you are having been saved by the grace through faith, and this not of yourselves, the gift of 
God, not of deeds so that not anyone would boast. 

This is nearly identical to verse 5: 

Verse 5 - χάριτί ἐστε σεσῳσμένοι 

Verse 8 - τῇ γὰρ χάριτί ἐστε σεσῳσμένοι 

The definite article, τῇ, points to a particular grace. In Ephesians, grace is used to refer to a couple of 
different provisions.  

Ephesians 3:2, 7-8 – What grace is this? This is the grace given to Paul to be a minister even though 
he was a persecutor of the Church. 

What grace is highlighted in Ephesians 2:8? We could broaden the scope to include verses 1:7 and 
2:5. But I am persuaded that the immediate context of verse 7 makes the most sense as to why the 
phrase is restated from verse 5. 

We are the recipients of His grace, and we also will become the object lesson for those in the next 
age to teach those in the Millennial Reign about the grace of God, because it is by that grace we are 
ones having been saved. 

The word by is interpretive. The article is in the dative in this context and is normally thought of as 
means. “By means of that grace you are having been saved.” 

The next words, through faith, are the preposition “dia” with the genitive of “pistis.” The word through 
is normally translated as a marker of instrumentality or circumstance whereby something is 
accomplished or effected. 

Romans 3:22 

Romans 5:1 (ek pistis; dia LJC) 

Galatians 2:16 

Philippians 3:9 
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Is faith the instrument? Did our belief cause righteousness and salvation? No, it is what God uses to 
affect the gift. One grammar suggests that faith may be the agent of justification or salvation. 

Faith is a noun – that which is believed, the doctrines that are believed (or intended to be believed). The 
faith is the body of doctrines that are passed down from one person to another for them to believe. 

The grace of God provides the offer of salvation to all mankind. The doctrines of Jesus Christ and 
His gospel are how He and His message are delineated to the world. When we believe in Jesus 
Christ, the faith becomes our faith and now we are credited with the righteousness of God in 
accordance with Abraham the believer. 

Romans 4:1-5 

Galatians 3:6-9 

What is the means of salvation, grace or faith? Both are fundamental. But grace is more of the means. 
Faith is the condition or the agency by which the grace of God is applied. 

 


