
Vision and Mission 2021	

BD	019	 BHC	KC	2020	

2020 has certainly been a year that has been wrought with difficulty. From COVID to politics, there is a great 
amount of angst both in the secular world as well as in Christendom. The culture is shifting, and society is going 
from bad to worse. What we see as immoral steps to destruction, others call progress and desire to suppress any 
conversations about Jesus Christ and the Gospel. 

I do not perceive that these issues will lessen any in 2021, and, in many cases, the difficulties will become 
worse. I have seen many levelheaded people lash out as they see unfairness take control of our media and in the 
public square. The challenges to come are not in the secular world only, these always spill over into the 
churches. And just as we have seen in the past few years, the theological muck will get muddier and more 
difficult for the untrained believer. 

CHALLENGES 

Cultural – How do you respond to a culture that seems to be changing so rapidly and becoming less tolerant 
for believers in God, the Bible, and Jesus Christ? 

Political – For most of our lives, most believers regard political involvement highly. As we see the political 
system become more volatile and at all levels, it seems that it brings nothing but confrontation and 
difficulty.  

Biblical – The Bible is under attack from without and within. Many have tried to undermine or minimalize 
the truth that it is God’s revelation to mankind. More and more “Christian” academic groups are denying the 
inerrancy and reliability of Scripture. 

There is also a persistent effort to change how we understand Scripture, away from a literal, 
grammatical, historical hermeneutic to an allegorical subjective meaning. Even if one takes the Bible as 
a special revelation, if the understanding of that text is not objective, then the words lose all meaning. 

There are even some that demand that we stop using the Bible as an authority and rely upon Jesus only, 
which oddly sounds good until you realize that His word is captured in the Bible, and no one can believe 
in Jesus without the Bible. They say that a relationship, mystical and experiential, is preferred over a 
study of the words. This leads only to subjective truth and speculations which lead to disagreements.   

Theological – Apart from the biblical challenges, there are increasing theological challenges. Some are a 
result of the biblical challenges that we face, but some are from within the evangelical community as well. 
Some who teach falsely do so from a very academic and scholarly front. 

Some of the attacks come from an attempt to redefine words so that it matches their theological 
preconceptions. Others are still more traditional in their errors, pulling verses and phrases out of context.  

There is even an effort among grace-based churches and pastors to accept all who say they believe in 
Jesus and to stop distinguishing between various gospels and doctrines. They claim that those who do 
are divisive and say that we need to stand with our brothers from all spectrums within Christendom.   

It appears to me that much of the evangelical community has become stagnant. They have become 
complacent since they have stopped growing, learning, and becoming stronger in the doctrines of God 
and more precise in the truth of God.  
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Is this overwhelming? How do we combat this? Here is the good news. What we are facing now is no 
different than in previous generations. They are the same problems rehashed under different names. Do 
we think that previous generations had it easier? Would the apostles be grateful that they did not live 
during our day? 

The system of this world is the same as it has always been. The good news is that the solution is also not 
new. It is well known to us. And it is not difficult. 

THE SOLUTION 

As elders and teachers, we have choices to make. Where do we focus? What books do we teach? What 
classes do we offer? This morning we want to tell you what is on the menu for 2021. We want to tell you 
how these lessons will help with the difficulties we face, and we want to issue a challenge to all believers, 
both in this body and anyone who hears this message. 

Sundays at 9 AM – Luther will continue with Revelation and will eventually move on to Isaiah (keeping 
with the prophecy theme). Why study prophecy? Of all the disciplines in Scripture, no other study provides 
the confidence and assurance that the God of the Bible is the God of creation. 

Isaiah 45:21; 46:9-10 – If the weight of those who cast doubt upon biblical truth is taking its toll, 
prophecy gives us confidence and assurance that the Lord is God and there is none other. We can be 
confident because He tells us the end from the beginning. We are privileged to see all of God’s plan in 
His Word. We do not need to live in uncertainty; we can, and should, know how the story ends. 

Sundays at 10 AM – We have taken some basic doctrines that we did in 2019-Summer 2020 and expounded 
upon them and added some new studies. In 2021, we will continue these studies. For the new believer or 
those lacking training, this will provide a larger chunk of information so that you can see a bigger picture of 
God’s Word and understand some doctrines (teachings) on the whole rather than what one section states. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 – It is vital that we continue to teach the entire body of Scripture and use the entire 
text to understand the truth of God. 

2 Peter 1:12-15 - For those who have heard these lessons or the like before, we all need regular 
reminders, lessons that help us stay focused. Remember, it is not only learning doctrine that is important, 
but also effectively using the doctrine of God in daily living. Has the truth of His Word made an impact 
upon our thinking or our evaluation of this world? Do the promises of God overcome our 
circumstances? 

The first lessons of 2021 are going to begin with level 1 discernment. There is a need within the body of 
Christ to understand the Gospel and be able to determine what is right, what is wrong, and why it 
matters. There are many “versions” in Christendom of what it means to be saved, justified, or be right 
before God. Some aspects are semantics; most have great differences in presentations and in theological 
implication. We will see discernment come up again as we proceed through 2021. 
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Sundays at 11 AM – We will finish Ephesians and move toward Galatians with a quick look at Jude. In 
Ephesians, we will learn some valuable lessons in regard to our responsibility as believers. 

1. Who/What is the church, what is her responsibility, how is the task of the church accomplished? 

2. Growth to Maturity – What is a mature believer, a mature church, and how does one get there? 

3. The walk of the believer – What does God expect of believers, what is the basis for our walk, 
what does it mean to be an imitator of God, how is this accomplished? 

4. What are the specific and practical instructions for believers who desire to please God? 

5. How can we defend ourselves from a hostile world, from a world that desires us to be ineffective 
and fail in our mission? What are our tools and how do we use them? 

In Galatians, we will return for some basics and see how the Gospel is more than how someone can 
avoid hell and go to heaven. The Gospel is the good news of God that tells us everything we are being in 
Christ Jesus. It is vital that we do not fail in the basics. We need to see that our growth is accomplished 
in the same manner by which we became alive. 

Wednesdays, we will continue our study in our foundations. Over the past few years, we have gone from 
Genesis through Nehemiah in understanding the narrative of history as told by the God of history. 

Beginning Wednesday, January 6, we will begin an overview of the Prophets and line them up in the 
historical narrative. This will help us understand what each prophet’s mission was and how it impacted 
the readers’ understanding of the Messiah to come. 

When that is concluded, we will reveal the hope of the Old Testament and do a verse-by-verse study of 
Matthew. Matthew was written to Israel about the Messiah and the offer of the Messianic Reign, which 
was sadly rejected.  

These lessons (much like those on prophecy) provide the necessary backdrop for who we are today and 
help us understand the nature and mission of Jesus the Messiah. These lessons provide the confidence 
and assurance that who we have believed in is, in fact, the one and only God and there is no other name 
given to men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:10-12). 

Tuesday and Saturday studies will start up again in March/April. The goal will be practical theology, taking 
what we know from God’s Word and applying it to our lives. The lessons are less doctrinal in nature, but 
each lesson will be based on the doctrines we have learned. 

My first thought concerns lessons on discernment level 2. We will go beyond the gospel and review 
articles and lessons to see if what is being presented is accurate with the Scripture. 

I want you all to know what I am doing this year. I am working on enhancing my ability in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, becoming more skilled in the language and learning more about the Hebrew Scriptures. 

I am also continuing to teach individuals in keeping with 2 Timothy 2:1-2. My desire is that we continue to 
train others so that they can learn to teach themselves and teach others. If this is something you want to 
accomplish this year, let me know and we can discuss an appropriate schedule.   


