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Ephesians 2:4-7 – God’s response to our sin 

Two main points need to remain: 

1. The main point is to distinguish a contrast of walk “περιπατέω peripateō” 
2. This section is used to lead into Ephesians 2:11-22. Paul is using doctrine that they know well to 

support the next point. 

The sentence structure in this section is complex but not difficult to understand. The paragraph is easily 
broken up.  

I. And You – 1-3 
II. But God – 4-7 

III. Because by Grace – 8-9 
IV. Because We are His Work – 10  

Ephesians 2:1-7 Review 

When we think of Ephesians 2:1-3, three words should come to mind: 

1. Dead 
2. Unworthy 
3. Incapable 

When we think of Ephesians 2:4-7 the main thought is “but God.” Or we can render this to a sentence that 
includes the contrast. “In spite of our sin, God acted.”  

Three supportive phrases help the main sentence of the section. 

1. But God be being rich in mercy 
2. Because of the great love with which He loved us 
3. We, being dead in the trespasses 

The three main verbs in 4-7 are comprised in the main sentence: 

1. He made us alive together 
2. He raised us together  
3. He seated us together 

In the middle of the sentence, there is a parenthetical phrase that is a Perfect Periphrastic Phrase—by grace 
you are being ones who have been saved. When we discussed this last time, we learned that this is an 
overuse of words that is the strongest and most direct way of saying something important.  

A.T. Robertson describes this as a “participle that forms so close a connection with the principal verb that 
the idea of the speaker is incomplete without it.” The by grace you are ones who have been saved is directly 
tied to the three main verbs in this sentence.  

This tells us that the made alive, raised up, and seated are all tied to you are having been saved by grace. 
Saved is not a single emphasis idea. God’s entire plan is considered your salvation. This point becomes 
instrumental in discussing the question, “What is the means of salvation? Justification?” 
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Ephesians 2:4-7 Exposition 

We begin today’s lesson with an analysis of the main sentence in verses 4-7. The translations are very 
typical, and they do not have significant differences. 

NASB – But God…made us alive together with Christ and raised us up with Him and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  

KJV – But God…hath quickened us together with Christ and hath raised us up together 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus 

NIV - But…God…made us alive with Christ and God raised us up with Christ and seated 
us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. 

Likewise, my translation is not greatly different: 

But God, He made alive together with the Christ and raised up together with the Christ and seated 
together with the Christ in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.  

There is a question that needs to be answered from the grammar of this text. 

Who is included in these together statements?  

The sentence itself does not have a direct object, but, in the previous phrase, the pronoun “we” is in 
the accusative. Therefore, we must conclude that Paul and the audience (and all believers indirectly) 
are included in these together statements. This is why you have “us” in most translations.  

The “συν sun” words combine the direct object with an indirect object. The Christ in verse 5 is in the 
dative and is the indirect object. In conclusion, the “we” and “Christ” are combined into one entity 
by God. 

These verbs in this sentence have the prefix “συν sun,” but the root words for raised together with 
and seated together with are in Ephesians 1:20. God raised and seated Christ. In 2:5-6, we see that 
we have also been given the same status as Jesus. 

Jesus, in His humanity, has been exalted. We, also, are exalted because we are in Christ Jesus. We 
have also been made alive, raised up, and seated in the heavenlies. Jesus, in His humanity, was 
awarded this; we received it by grace.  

Colossians 2:9-14 – two of the same “συν sun” words are here and emphasize the connection 
between us and Jesus Christ. It is not simply what Christ has done for us and to us, it is what God 
has done to Christ and to us because we are in Him. 

What God expresses consistently in His Word is that believers are brought in and made sons of the 
Father and kin with Jesus Christ by means of His grace and obtained by faith. 

Each verb is in the Aorist Indicative. Typically, this is a single event in the past. Do not focus upon timing, 
rather focus on reality. This is what is. The problem with focusing on timing is that the raised up and seated 
are both our current reality and future reality. 

This is reality from God’s point of view, and we are being informed of it. It is reality, even if we are not 
experiencing it yet. To say that we are currently resurrected and seated confuses what is and what will 
be. 
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συζωοποιέω suzōopoieō – This is a tri-compound word that combines the word for “with,” “live,” and “do.” 
If we take the prefix “συν sun” away, it leaves us with “ζῳοποιέω zōopoieō” this word is used 12 times. 

John 5:21, 6:63; Romans 4:17, 8:11; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 36, 45; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Galatians 3:21; 1 
Timothy 6:13; 1 Peter 3:18. The common bond is God is the one who “makes alive.” Notice how all of them 
revolve around either initial life or resurrection life. Is it a coincidence that the words concerning spiritual 
life and resurrection life are so similar? Is it possible that to God both concepts are identical?  

This is my proposal, that these three verbs have a current implication (position with Christ), but the 
ultimate reality is in the resurrected life.     

συνεγείρω sunegeirō – adds a suffix to raise up. “ἐγείρω egeirō” means to rise or to wake up. It is the 
preferred word used of the act of the resurrection in the New Testament, and Paul uses this word nearly 
exclusively for the resurrection from the dead. 1 Corinthians 15, the resurrection chapter, uses this word 19 
times. Other references very clearly show that Paul uses this word for the resurrection from the dead 
(Galatians 1:1; Colossians 2:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 2 Timothy 2:8).  

The immediate context of Ephesians 1:20 cannot be missed. If Jesus was raised from the dead, what 
does it mean that we are raised together with the Christ? The typical answer is this represents 
identification in the resurrected One and we are alive because Jesus is alive.  

But the language is not like other identification passages. It says He raised us up together with the 
Christ. This indicates that we ourselves have been raised up from the dead. One could contend that this 
is only spiritual, in that we were dead and now we have been raised to life. But I am convinced that this 
language is in reference to our own reality of being raised from the dead. 

συγκαθίζω sunkathizō – the suffix “συν sun” with the word for seated (καθίζω kathizō). This word is used 
many times in the literal sense – to sit, set. Most of the time this word is used to sit in a seat, a throne, a 
place of authority. The word, then, came to be understood as a position of authority from which judgment 
and wisdom were given.  

Our identification is, indeed, in Him where God made us sharers with Him in dignity and dominion so 
that, even now, our life is in Him who currently reigns in heaven. It is not that we have authority 
currently, but our identity is such that we are unified to the Christ who has all authority and is in His seat 
in heaven at the right hand of the Father (Ephesians 1:20). 

After looking at made alive together with the Christ and raised up together with the Christ, it is easy to 
see that this being seated with the Christ is in reference to the life in the Millennial Reign as well as the 
eternal state. 

Do we still not understand that our destiny is that of co-heirs and we will rule and reign creation with 
Him? (Romans 8:14-17; 1 Corinthians 6:1-3; 2 Timothy 2:11-13). 

The fact that this is a current identification is clear in the previous context, but the fact that this is also 
clearly in reference to the future is found in verse 7. There is an eschatological reality to us being saved. The 
aorist indicative does not necessitate that the reality of what God has determined to be fully our reality.  

This is why we can understand that what we have, including the Holy Spirit, is simply a down payment to 
what we will have and enjoy when we come into His glory (Romans 8:18-25). 


