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Deuteronomy 28:15, 32-36, 45-47 – But it shall come about, if you do not obey the 
LORD your God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes with which 
I charge you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:     
Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, while your eyes look 
on and yearn for them continually; but there will be nothing you can do. A people 
whom you do not know shall eat up the produce of your ground and all your labors, 
and you will never be anything but oppressed and crushed continually. You shall be 
driven mad by the sight of what you see. The LORD will strike you on the knees and 
legs with sore boils, from which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to 
the crown of your head. The LORD will bring you and your king, whom you set 
over you, to a nation which neither you nor your fathers have known, and there you 
shall serve other gods, wood and stone. 
So all these curses shall come on you and pursue you and overtake you until you are 
destroyed, because you would not obey the LORD your God by keeping His 
commandments and His statutes which He commanded you. They shall become a 
sign and a wonder on you and your descendants forever. Because you did not serve 
the LORD your God with joy and a glad heart, for the abundance of all things. 

ISRAEL IN EXILE –  

The passage in Deuteronomy was written around 1406 BC. The exiles of Israel began in 606 and culminated 
in 586 with the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. The entire exile period is from 606 – 537 BC. The 
books that deal with the exile are 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, Psalms, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel. 

Following are some dates that provide a helpful chronological orientation for this era: 

930 BC — The kingdom was divided into the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and Southern Kingdom (Judah). 

722 BC — The Northern Kingdom was taken into exile by the Assyrians. 

627 BC — Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry to Judah began. 

605 BC — Deportation 1 in Judah’s Babylonian captivity took place. Daniel and his friends were among the 
captives. 

597 BC — Deportation 2 in Judah’s Babylonian captivity took place. Ezekiel was among the captives. 

586 BC — Deportation 3 in Judah’s Babylonian captivity took place; Jerusalem’s temple was destroyed; 
Jeremiah wrote Lamentations as he mourned for his people. 
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Jeremiah 52:1-16, 28-34; Lamentations 1:1-3 – Over 20 years, Judah is nearly wiped out except for those 
who were poor and unskilled laborers. They were left in the land and oppressed by the surrounding nations. 
The young, the royalty, the skilled laborers, the priests, and artisans were taken captive and became servants 
in Babylon. 

The period set for the time in exile was 70 years (Jeremiah 25:11-12, 29:10; 2 Chronicles 36:21; Ezra 1:1). 
Daniel 9:1-6, 19 – Daniel, moved by the reading of the prophet Jeremiah, prays to invoke the promise of 
God and have Judah be released from captivity. 

If we read the books in order, we see a lot of repetition. 2 Kings 25 and 2 Chronicles 36 detail the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the culmination of the exile. The end of 2 Chronicles and the beginning of Ezra 
match up and demonstrate continuity in the historical account. However, the Hebrew Bible places Ezra and 
Nehemiah after Daniel, and the Chronicles are placed last in the Hebrew Bible as an encapsulation of the 
Davidic line and a beginning of the wait for the final king of Israel, the Messiah. 

Our English Bibles place the books in order based upon types of literature. The historical narrative is placed 
in order of occurrence with Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles running concurrently. The next thing to take 
place historically is recorded in Ezekiel and Daniel, but since they are highly prophetic, they are placed with 
the Prophets. The narrative portions of the text are not concerned with the exile; they only recognize that it 
happens but skip any meaningful events in Babylon and move directly to the return from Babylon.     

OVERVIEW OF EZRA 

The Medes and Persians conquered Babylon in 539 BC. King Cyrus of Persia then issued a decree that allowed 
the Jews to go back to their homeland. 

The Jewish people did not return to their homeland all at once. They went in waves. Under Zerubbabel’s 
leadership, the first remnant of Jewish captives left Babylon for Jerusalem in 538 BC, just a year after the 
Medes and Persians conquered Babylon. Upon arriving in their homeland, they built an altar, offered sacrifices 
to God, and celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles. They then laid the foundation of the temple and established 
themselves in the land. 
The first six chapters happen before Ezra and the last four chapters involve Ezra. After the end of the book, Ezra 
is mentioned in Nehemiah 8 and again in Nehemiah 12. The first six chapters are really about Zerubbabel. He is 
the governor of Judah and responsible for the initiating and building of the temple and the city of Jerusalem. He 
is of the line of David, being from both the line of Solomon and Nathan. The lines come to convergence at 
Zerubbabel. Then his line spits again to the line of Mary through Abihud and the line of Joseph through Rhesa.   

In the first two chapters, the decree from Cyrus is restated, and the Jews are in an uproar about going back to 
Jerusalem, but not all of them (Ezra 1:5). Evidently, some became comfortable in Babylon and were not moved. 
The number of those who returned were 42,360 plus another 7,000+ servants. 

There is also a selection process. A person who claimed to be a Levite had to prove their ancestral pedigree 
or they were excluded. Furthermore, when it was found out that some had taken foreign wives, they had to 
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put them away with any children they may have had with the foreign wives (Ezra 10). This was a protective 
measure so that they would not forsake the Lord again and follow the idols of their wives as Solomon did. 

In Ezra 3-6, we see the building of the temple is met with opposition. They are confronted by enemies and 
letters are sent to Babylonian princes and kings and construction is halted and restarted and finally completed 
from 537-516 BC. Darius is the king, probably with influence from Daniel, that finds the decree from Cyrus and 
commands that the temple is completed, and the enemies of Judah are to supplement the building with tribute. 
Once the temple is rebuilt, it is dedicated, and offerings are sacrificed (6:13-18); then they held the Passover. 

After some 47, years Ezra was commissioned to go back to Jerusalem to establish the Law of God (Ezra 7:8-
14). Furthermore, they are to buy what is required to perform the sacrifices with money from the treasury, and 
the nations that are surrounding Israel are to be taxed so that the temple can be maintained and that the 
sacrifices never cease.   

With Ezra, we are given the purpose of the exile and return from exile. The reason is that God can use and does 
use Gentile nations to bring about judgment and blessing upon the nation of Israel. 

OVERVIEW OF NEHEMIAH 

Thirteen years later, Nehemiah is the cupbearer to Artaxerxes. He hears that Jerusalem has not been rebuilt, the 
wall is still broken down and the gates are still in ashes (1:1-3). Nehemiah is given leave to go to Jerusalem and 
complete the building of the wall. 

In Chapter 3, we see a list of those who helped support the building of the wall of Jerusalem and also what 
gates were built with some details. 

The wall and the gates were built under heavy opposition (4:1-23).  

Chapter 5 deals with fairness among the Jews, and Nehemiah puts an end to unfair taxation.  

In Chapter 6, the opposition comes again because the wall was close to being complete. In verses 15-19, the 
wall is completed. It took 52 days to build the wall with its gates. However, this is 12 years after Nehemiah 
arrives in Jerusalem (5:14). It took over 11 years for Nehemiah to survey, prepare, and get the support 
needed to build the wall of Jerusalem. The census from Ezra 2 is repeated in Nehemiah 8. 

In Nehemiah 8, Ezra comes back on the scene and reads the Law to the people (8:1-8). That day, a great 
celebration ensues, and on the second day, the Feast of Booths is restored. 

Nehemiah 9 is a poem of remembrance, praise, confession, and covenant restoration. There is a covenant that is 
made, and the priests sign the covenant with Nehemiah and the other leaders at Jerusalem (Nehemiah 10). The 
rest of the book is dedicated to the history of the inhabitants of Judah and how people began to re-populate their 
own hometowns and the Levitical linage. The wall is dedicated, and the temple is established completely. 

In Chapter 13, they excluded foreigners from Jerusalem. Improper worship or decorations were forbidden. The 
tithes are restored, and the Sabbath is restored.   
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More dates: 

536 BC — Construction on the temple begins. 

530-520 BC — Work on the temple ceases; Haggai and Zechariah intervene. 

516 BC — The temple is completed. 

469 BC — Ezra and Levites travel to Jerusalem. 

456 BC — Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem. 

444 BC — The wall is completed, and Jerusalem is established. Judah soon is also reestablished and under 
the rule of Babylon/Persia and Greek/Romans, Israel remains a nation until 70 AD. 

 


