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Ephesians 2:4-7 – God’s response to our sin 

In Ephesians 2:1-10, two main points need to remain: 

1. The main point is to distinguish and contrast the two different types of walk “περιπατέω peripateō.” 
2. This section is used to lead into Ephesians 2:11-22. Paul is using doctrine they know well to support 

his next point. 

The sentence structure in this section is complex but not difficult to understand. The paragraph is easily 
broken up.  

I. And You – 1-3 
II. But God – 4-7 

III. Because by Grace – 8-9 
IV. Because We are His Work – 10  

Ephesians 2:1-3 Review 

When we think of Ephesians 2:1-3 there are three words that should come to mind: 

1. Dead 
2. Unworthy 
3. Incapable 

Dead indicates a separation from God spiritually. We are dead because we are born in Adam. Even though 
we have our own trespasses, it is important to remember that our deadness is because we are born of Adam, 
born in the flesh, born dead.  

We are unworthy because we all are sinners and judged to be just as guilty as the worst person we can think 
of. We all walked in accordance with this fallen world. When we state that all are unworthy, we must not 
diminish the severity of the sins of the evil, reprobate, ungodly, and murderous population. We must realize 
the severity of our sins, our evil, our ungodliness, and our offense to God.  

We are incapable because of our nature. Without faith it is impossible to please God; we are born apart from 
faith, and only when we believe in Jesus Christ are we capable of pleasing God. Furthermore, we know that 
our good, righteous deeds (according to our own evaluation) do not establish righteousness before God, and 
we have no ability to save ourselves from condemnation and hell. 

I encourage everyone to continue to seek this one out. It is vital to understand that every person is unworthy 
of God, grace, and salvation. We must never speak or think that anyone who has done too many bad things 
or has too much evil in their hearts is unworthy of the Good News. Because everyone is unworthy, everyone 
is undeserving, we must not look at one’s activity to evaluate a person. All sins (overt and covert) add to the 
original trespass of Adam and we were all originally in the same predicament. 

Ephesians 2:4-7 Exposition 

Most religious systems, regardless of what or who they call god, state that the solution to the sin problem is 
reform, absolution from offenses, an abundance of good works, and a lessening of immoral activity. The 
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Bible has a different solution. The first thought conveyed in verse 4 is “but God.” In the Bible, a study of the 
“but God” statements is fascinating and tells an amazing story. 

Genesis 8:1 – In chapter 7, the great flood came upon the earth and the water prevailed upon the earth. 
All flesh that moved upon the land died, birds and cattle and beasts and four-footed creatures of every 
kind, and all mankind was destroyed completely.  

But God remembered Noah. The remembrance of the Lord means that He is taking active 
participation in His promise. The waters subsided, the earth became habitable, and Noah and his 
family were saved. 

Genesis 50:20 – Joseph’s statement to his brothers after they came and pledged their lives to him shows 
he was amazingly aware of the sovereignty and plan of God.  

His brothers intended evil, but regardless of their action, God did what was good. Why? For the 
benefit of many people. 

Psalm 73:25-28 – The psalmist declares that, if not for God, there is nothing in heaven but God, and he 
cannot even trust himself.   

Acts 2:22-24, 13:27-30 – One of the most important exceptions of God is the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. This is what establishes salvation and the very nature of the Son. 

Romans 5:6-8 – This is similar to Ephesians but with more descriptors. We were helpless, ungodly 
sinners. We were completely needy, but God demonstrates His love. 

The activity of God in dealing with humanity is not because of man, it is in spite of his failure and 
sin. God’s activity is not an antithesis to man’s actions. Rather, His actions are seen in contrast to 
man’s inability and worthlessness. 

Breaking this portion down, the main sentence is in verse 5, “He made us alive together.” But the main 
sentence continues into verse 6 as a compound sentence. “He made us alive together with and raised us 
together with and seated us together with the Christ in Christ Jesus.” The subject is God in the first few 
words of this section. The entire sentence is verse 4 through verse 7, and the text continues to support the 
main sentence. 

The first phrase is (God) being rich in mercy. The contrast could not be clearer. The same God that must 
be just in accordance with sin is also a God of mercy. Mercy is the noun “ἔλεος eleos.” As opposed to 
some, this is not the emotion (pity) but that which demonstrates help in a time of need. It is not the act of 
giving help, but that which helps. In this situation, it is the forbearance of sin and rebellion and coming 
to earth that provides what we need. 

He is rich in mercy. Rich is a word that indicates having more than what is needed, an abundance. 
More than what would satisfy (Lamentations 3:22-23). 

He made us alive together with and raised us together with and seated us together with the Christ in 
Christ Jesus, being rich in mercy. 

The next phrase is “because of the great love with which He loved us.” Both love and He loved are 
forms of “ἀγάπη agape,” both the noun and the verb “ἀγαπάω agapaō.” Both words indicate a desire and 
an act of goodwill toward the one loved. By nature, this is unidirectional. Although reciprocation may be 
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desired, it is not required. This love also normally involves a great cost paid by the one loving for the 
benefit of the one loved.  

The adjective “πολύς polus” is used to signify either quantity or quality. This can mean many or it 
can be used to indicate a great size, degree, or intensity. The noun love is in the singular, so, this is 
not many loves. Rather this is a degree or intensity. This combination is unique although the 
reference is well known.  

John 3:16 
Romans 5:6-8, 8:35-39 
1 Timothy 1:14-15 
1 John 4:9-10 

What do these have in common? The love of God with which He loved us is that Jesus came to 
earth and died in the place of sinners. There are many ways that we could word this to capture all 
the nuances of the idea. But I prefer to leave it in the ways that God has stated. This needs to be 
pondered for the believer to appreciate the immensity of this act of God; it must be given intense 
and repetitive thought - Ephesians 3:14-19. 

He made us alive together with and raised us together with and seated us together with the Christ in 
Christ Jesus, because of His great love with which He loved us. 

The final phrase that supports the main sentence here is “even when we were dead in our 
transgressions,” This is a repeat of the text from verse 1 – “ὑμᾶς ὄντας νεκροὺς τοῖς παραπτώμασιν” and 
verse 5 – “ὄντας ἡμᾶς νεκροὺς τοῖς παραπτώμασιν” – We, being dead in the trespasses.  

As a reminder of the past two weeks, this is referring to the inherited trespasses from Adam, and the 
deadness is due to position, not activity. 

We will review the sentence next lesson, but for now, let us skip to the parenthetical phrase “by grace 
you have been saved.” This is considered to be parenthetical because it breaks up the sentence with a 
perfect paraphrastic construction.  

χάριτί ἐστε σεσῳσμένοι – this has a form of “eimi” with a participle in the perfect tense.  

(You are) (being ones who have been saved) (by grace) 

The point is that, in the Greek language, this is unnecessary. One does not need to use the “eimi” in 
this construction for it to make sense. What we are left with is an overuse of words, but that does not 
mean that a point is not being made.  

When Greek writers use a periphrastic construction with the “eimi” being in the present tense and 
the main idea being a perfect participle, it is the strongest and most direct way of saying something 
important. 

A.T. Robertson describes this as a “participle that forms so close a connection with the principal 
verb that the idea of the speaker is incomplete without it.” The “by grace you are ones who have 
been saved” is directly tied to the three main verbs in this sentence.  

This tells us that the “made alive,” “raised up,” and “seated” are all tied to “you are having been 
saved by grace.” Saved is not a single emphasis idea. God’s entire plan is considered your salvation.   


