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DEFINITION 

The word in English is defined primarily in Christian terms as “the preaching or promulgation of the gospel; 
missionary zeal, purpose, or activity.” 

In the Greek scriptures, the root word is “εὐαγγελίζω euangelizō.” This is a compound word that 
means “good announcement.” It is a verb and means to “announce good news.” The noun is 
“εὐαγγέλιον euangelion” and means “good news,” and used technically, “to euangelion” the good 
news and is often translated “Gospel.” The term evangelist, “εὐαγγελιστής euangelistēs,” means one 
who announces the Good News. The word evangelist is only used three times and is set apart from 
other teachers (Ephesians 4:11).  

THE BELIEVER’S MOTIVATION REGARDING EVANGELISM 

Last lesson we concluded that there is a godly summons to be involved with the Gospel, and there are some 
things that the church (and subsequently each believer) is to do. These instructions demonstrate God’s desire 
and what He wants us to do and what He wants for us. 

1. Pray for and support those actively spreading the Word so that the truth may be known.   

2. Be prepared and capable to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

3. Show compassion for those who are deciding on the truth. 

4. Love those who oppose the truth.   

5. Teach others about the Gospel when opportunities are presented. 

Since being active as an evangelist or a missionary is not commanded to each person, what is the biblical 
motivation for those who desire to spread the Gospel? 

For this, we turn to 1 Corinthians 9:16-23. 

There are certain expectations that we covered for us as individuals, and we should perform them even if 
our motivation is not correct. But there is a better way. We should seek to change our desire and come into 
partnership with the Gospel. 

For Paul, he was given a job. According to this passage, Paul indicates that there are three responses and 
two motivations. We must be careful. Paul is unique, but we can see Paul’s motivation and seek to 
understand the principle.   

Response #1 – Disobedience – Paul says that if he does not preach the Gospel, woe to him. This word is 
“οὐαί ouai” and has a negative connotation and means to howl in pain or despair. Woes are found in 
Matthew 11:21, 23:13-33. There are also three woes in Revelation, a time of despair on the Earth where 
people will seek death.  Paul is saying that if he disobeyed, the mental anguish that he would suffer would 
be very powerful.   

Response #2 – Stewardship Entrusted – The word for against my will in verse 17 is “ἄκων akōn,” the alpha 
negative for the word translated voluntarily.  The translation is not difficult, but the use of these words is 
unique.  This is a word that is very prevalent in classical Greek and meant simply unwillingly. Paul, writing 
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to the Corinthian church, uses this word to communicate a thought that was well known to them to explain 
his motivation. Paul states that if unwilling but still complying he is doing what he is supposed to do—
stewardship entrusted.           

Stewardship is “οἰκονομία oikonomia.” This is a compound word that means “house dealings” or “house 
functions.” Paul is relating that, even though he has a choice to obey or not, he has a specific 
responsibility to God to preach the good news. 

Response #3 – Willful partaker of the Gospel – Paul concludes the entire section with 9:23. I do all things 
for the sake of the Gospel so that I become a fellow partaker of it. Paul desires to show that his motivation is 
not in response to a command but rather a desire to participate in the plan of God, the good news of God for 
man. His fulfillment in this function is not in question, but Paul considers his motivation. 

The first motivation that we can see here is for the glory of God and participation with God. 

The second is found in 9:19-22.  Paul is simply not proclaiming the good news to various groups the same 
way; he modifies the message to the group with whom he is dealing.  This indicates a desire for 
effectiveness.  This desire is stemmed from “agape” love that he desires the best for those who are hearing 
the message. 

In verse 22, the adverb “πάντως pantōs” is used in describing the purpose. This means that he desires to 
“save” by any means necessary. You see the same level of desire for Israel in Romans 9:1-5.   

Philippians 2:5-8 – Paul desires the Philippian church to have the mindset of Jesus’ sacrifice.   

If we are to be like Christ and mirror God’s desire, then we must understand God’s demonstration of love.  
Romans 5:6-8 – Do we see people like God does or are they just a conquest, just a job, just another 
unbeliever? The heart of the evangelist must demonstrate God’s love to not only be effective but also to 
function as intended. If we desire to be rewarded by God for our service, then we need to make sure our 
motivation is correct (1 Corinthians 4:3-5). 

 


