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Ephesians 1:15-23 - Paul’s Purpose for the Saints at Ephesus 

As you remember, my translation varies very little from the NASB. In reviewing the NIV, KJV, and 
YLT, there are very few differences in these translations. The minor translational differences do not lend 
to any major theological differences; it is the interpretation of theses texts that can cause error.  

Observations 

Paul expresses his desire for the target audience by expressing the content of his prayer. 

The identification of this audience goes beyond the initial readership, “toward us who believe.” This 
includes all believers, not just the saints at Ephesus. 

In verses 19-23, Paul reminds the readers that the same God who raised and exalted Christ is the same 
God who provides for us. 

Paul’s telling of the content of his prayer, being inspired by the Holy Spirit to write these words, 
demonstrates that his desire is also God’s desire. This section tells us some important truths about the 
Triune God. 

1. After believing (Ephesians 1:13-14), God also wants believers to be informed. God does not 
desire for us to be left ignorant and He informs us of what we need to know. 

2. This information is not tailored to an individual (subjective), but the information is available 
to all (objective). 

3. In verse 19, there are six words that speak to the “power of God” (surpassing, greatness, 
power, working, strength, might). This is the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. 

4. The exultation of Jesus is not only to bring to light His truth, but it is also designed to bring 
us to victory. God shares in the victory, even though He is the one who secures the victory. 

Paul’s content is described as knowledge, wisdom, and revelation. These words are not internal, spiritual 
endowments. If this knowledge and enlightenment were individualistic and an internal spiritual 
endowment, Paul would have no need to write another word. We need to understand that the means to 
knowledge, wisdom, and revelation is the Word of God. It was true back then; it is true today. 

Paul’s specific content gives us an outline for what we should look for. In the content of the Letter to the 
Ephesians saints: 

1. Spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowledge of Him 
2. Having the eyes of your heart enlightened  
3. To know what is the hope of His calling 
4. To know what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints  
5. To know what is the surpassing greatness of His ability toward us 

Review 

Verses 15-16 – Paul is motivated by the awesomeness of God and the fact that the Ephesian church have 
the basics down. Now Paul is free to move forward into the deeper things of God in Christ Jesus. Paul 
thanks God for them as he is “making mention.” This is literally “doing remembrance.” Remembrance is 
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not a passive; it is an activity of the mind. Paul is informing the saints at Ephesus that he purposefully 
and intentionally brings them to his mind while praying. 

Verses 17-18a – This first purpose statement begins with a “hina,” meaning that the following 
information is the intended result of the prayer. Notice that verse 18 “I pray that” is in italics. They take 
a participle and treat it as a new sentence. In reality, the first phrase of verse 18 is directly connected to 
the content of verse 17. The rest of verse 18 and 19 give additional results of what God gives. 

“…so that God would give a spirit of wisdom and revelation.” This is not a reference to the Holy 
Spirit. It lacks an article or any indicators that this is the Holy Spirit.  

Paul regularly uses “a spirit of” in references where the Holy Spirit is not inferred (Romans 8:15; 
11:8; 1 Corinthians 2:11-13; Galatians 6:1; 2 Timothy 1:7). 

In these references, the idea of “a disposition of” is better understood. This would mean that Paul 
is praying with the purpose of God granting the believers a disposition of wisdom and of 
revelation. Paul’s desire and God’s desire is that the believers are prepared to receive 
information that is God’s wisdom and revelation and may be difficult to receive. It is important 
now as it was then to put aside our reason and thoughts and allow God to speak. 

Colossians 1:9 – Similar content of Paul’s prayer with words that have an easier explanation. 

Furthermore, the context of Ephesians 1:17 must be taken into consideration. In this verse, what 
is the means for this “giving a disposition of wisdom and revelation…?” Answer, “by means of 
knowledge of Him.” Knowledge is “ἐπίγνωσις epignōsis,” a full or complete knowledge of Him 
(quantity and quality). We must conclude that the phrase “spirit of wisdom and revelation” is not 
a personal ability, rather it is an objective reality. What Paul desires is that they receive the 
information that is about to be delineated in the letter. We see this further in verse 18.  

Exposition 

The first phrase in verse 18 is literally “having enlightened the eyes of our heart.” “Having enlightened” 
is in the grammatical of a perfect participle. This is adverbial and occurred prior to the “giving” in verse 
17. The eyes of your heart have already been enlightened. Now move on to more wisdom and revelation. 

As a believer, you have a new ability to understand spiritual things, because your spirit has been 
made alive. And now, we have the ability to perceive things that are impossible for unbelievers to 
understand (1 Corinthians 2:14-16).  

This is not an ability for only a few believers; all believers have this. This is an ability for all 
believers because the hard part has already been done. Once someone is convinced that God 
exists, that this Bible is the Word of God, that Jesus Christ is God in the flesh who died for us, 
and that His promise is eternal life as a free gift, after that, believing any doctrine of God should 
be easy.  

The problem for believers is not the wisdom of God, it is the stubbornness and resistance of man, 
including believers. As believers, if we are resistant to the knowledge, wisdom, and revelation of 
God, it is not that we lack ability, it is that we are not receptive to truth. 
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Paul has a desire for the church at Ephesus. He wants them to understand the deeper things of God. 
What he has revealed previously has not been fully integrated into their fellowship. Therefore, he prays 
that they are open to wisdom and revelation, since they have had their eyes opened already. The use of 
the words in verses 17-18a cannot be understated. Wisdom (σοφία sophia), revelation (apokalupsis), 
enlightened (φωτίζω phōtizō), knowledge (ἐπίγνωσις epignōsis) are only used a couple of times in 
Ephesians, but at very strategic locations. 

Wisdom (σοφία sophia) is found one other time in Ephesians other than here and 1:8 (3:10) – The 
church is what God is using to make known the manifold wisdom of God. Israel was chosen for this 
purpose, but this responsibility has been passed over to the church, this new entity which is made up 
of both Jew and Gentile believers. 

Revelation is used one other time in Ephesians (3:3) – God revealed to Paul what he is now revealing 
to saints in Ephesus, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body and fellow 
partakers of the promise in Jesus Christ thorough the Gospel. This revelation is about the 
administration of the “ekklesia.” 

Enlighten is used one other time in Ephesians (3:9) – To bring to light the administration of the 
mystery.  

Knowledge is used one other time in Ephesians (4:13) – The revelation and wisdom of God 
concerning the church is contained in the knowledge of the Son of God (character, purpose, and 
plan). The more we understand Jesus the better we will understand His plan for us for now and in the 
end times. 

Paul’s desire is first stated in general, and then he provides the details as he composes the letter. He 
desires them to be prepared to hear some difficult doctrines. Today, we need to prepare our minds to be 
challenged so that we, too, can receive some doctrines that may make us uncomfortable, challenge the 
way that we think, or contradict some previous teaching. We must all be humble in approaching the 
Word of God so that we change our minds to conform to His truth, His wisdom. 

The result of this is found in verses 18b-19a – The text at this time does not explain what these things are. 
Much like the previous four words, we have a shadow of what is to come. 

1. To know what the hope of His calling is 

This is stated again in Ephesians 4:1-4 and we will deal with that once we get to that section. 

2. To know what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints 
This doctrine is taught in two different locations: 

a. Ephesians 2:4-7 
b. Ephesians 3:6-8 

3. To know what the surpassing greatness of His ability toward us is 

When we look at this phrase, we can look at three words  

Surpassing is “ὑπερβάλλω huperballō” and literally means to cast above, to overshoot, exceed, 
beyond what is needed. 
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Greatness is “μέγεθος megethos.” This is pretty obvious as to the meaning; the greatness 
normally refers to size or quantity. 

Paul wanted the Ephesians saints to know the “exceeding greatness….” This comnbines the 
strength of “ὑπερβάλλω huperballō” – surpass, go beyond,” and “μέγεθος megethos” to 
emphasize the immeasurably, outstanding, surpassing greatness of the God’s “δύναμις 
dunamis.” 

Power is “δύναμις dunamis.” I believe this word has been misunderstood. Normally, this word is 
translated power or mighty works. 17 times, it is translated into miracles. The context determines 
usage, but the basic meaning of this word is “ability.” If the ability is seen in human form doing 
the ability of God, it is called a miracle. 

Acts 2:22; Acts 6:8 – “δύναμις dunamis” – Stephen demonstrated great ability in verses 9-10. 
The ability was in the words that he spoke. 2 Timothy 1:7 

“δύναμις dunamis” can refer to miracles, but the content must bear this out. It is because of 
the miraculous sections that this word is often translated power. Ability is a better translation 
and then if the ability is something supernatural then we can conclude that the ability is a 
supernatural power.  

If we translate this “the surpassing greatness of His ability,” then we can find out what Paul is 
referring to without jumping to and on-earth supernatural function. As stated with the other two, 
this text does not tell us what the ability of God is. We’ll look in the letter for the full description. 

Ephesians 3:7 – Paul was made a minster to the Gentles in accordance with the working of 
God’s ability. When we get there, we will look at what this means. 

Ephesians 3:16-20 – This is the main section that we will cross reference for the doctrine that 
Paul wants the saints at Ephesus to know. 

Conclusion  

Next week, we will conclude chapter 1 with a look at the Christological/theological section in verses 
19b-23. This section also mentions the “ekklesia” in an important role with Christ. 

This desire of God communicated through Paul in this opening statement is the content for the doctrinal 
section of the letter. This is what we can expect to learn as we progress through the text. 

God’s wisdom 
God’s revelation 
God’s knowledge 
The hope of His calling 
The riches of His inheritance 
Surpassing greatness of His ability 

Notice that all of the information is given prior to the hortatory section of Ephesians (4:17-6:20). All the 
information that Paul covers is the reality of God or the reality of the believers in Him.  


