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CHARACTERIZATION OF DAVID 

David is the King that God chose; He looked at the inner man. David not only to be proved to be a 
successful king but the manner in which he ruled also became the standard for all other kings to follow. 
David was successful in the following areas: 

1. He never turned to follow other gods. 
2. He never participated in idol worship. 
3. He consulted with God and followed His instructions concerning warring with foreign enemies. 
4. He demonstrated mercy and compassion to his fellow Israelites. 
5. He executed justice for fellow Israelites. 
6. He honored God by bringing the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem. 
7. He established the worship of YHWH in a central location in accordance with the Law.  

1 Chronicles 16:1-4, 7, 37-43 
8. He honored covenants he had made with Johnathan. 
9. He demonstrated humility with God. 
10. He prepared Solomon to build the Temple as the Lord instructed. 

These accomplishments would make David sound nearly perfect, and indeed his accomplishments were 
great, but David is far from perfect and some of his errors were very costly.  

1. David performed a census that brought about a three-day plague. 
2. David took many wives and had many children with those wives. Although no blame is placed at 

David’s feet for this act, it appears to have caused very negative conflicts within the family. 
3. David sinned against Uriah with Bathsheba. This is the only sin that the Bible says God had an issue 

with David (1 Kings 15:1-5).  

I question why David’s taking of a census is not mentioned as one of his failures in this section. 
It is also interesting that the census sin is recounted in Chronicles where David’s sin against 
Uriah is not.  

I have one possible answer. Even though this was a sin (God never claimed that David was 
sinless), the responsibility that David took for his actions is seen as a positive. A king needs to 
take responsibility for national mistakes and be willing to stand as an intercessor for the people.  

DAVID’S GREAT SIN   

Read 2 Samuel 11 

Verse 1 correlates with 1 Chronicles 20:1, but then we see that Chronicles skips the entire account of what 
happened during the time that David was in Jerusalem. 1 Chronicles 20:2-3 correlates with 2 Samuel 12:26-
31. Verse 1 is chronologically connected to 2 Samuel 10:14. After the battles of 10:15-19, David sends Joab 
to besiege Rabbah. David stayed in Jerusalem. 
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The account is very straight-forward in its content. David commits an immoral act with another man’s wife, 
and she becomes pregnant. David tries to have Uriah come home to sleep with his wife, but he refuses. With 
that plan a failure, David then tells Joab to have Uriah killed in battle. David’s plan comes to fruition and 
David takes Bathsheba to become his wife to cover up the illicit affair. Eventually, Bathsheba gave birth to a 
son. “But the thing that David has done was evil in the sight of the Lord.” 

Read 2 Samuel 12:1-14 
The wisdom of God on display through Nathan is phenomenal. Nathan does not come out and expose 
David’s sin directly. Instead, he lets David become irate over the actions of a hypothetical man. This is great 
Sunday School fodder for teaching the evils of selfishness. 
After David demands that the man in the story was guilty, Nathan reveals who that man is. Then, as a 
prophet of the Lord, Nathan expresses the Word of the Lord, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel….” The 
Lord reminds David of all that YHWH has done for him. 

1. Anointed him king 
2. Saved his life from Saul 

3. All that Saul had, David now possesses 
4. Israel and Judah are united under David’s rule 

5. If that would have been too little, I would have done more. 
Several judgments are being declared to David: 

1. The sword will not depart from David – no peace in his lifetime 
2. Evil will rise up in his household – Amnon, Absalom, and Tamar 
3. “…he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.” This indicates that the punishment will be seen by 

all and not be a private matter – the rape of Tamar, the murder of Amnon, the revolt of Absalom, and 
the death of Absalom were known events in all Israel. 

4. The child born of an illicit nature will also die 

Read 2 Samuel 12:15-25 

David’s understanding of the nature of life and death is amazing. His actions even confused the servants, so 
David had to explain his actions. 

The result of this entire mess was the birth of Solomon, whom YHWH loved, and God gave him his own 
name, Jedidiah.  

 OBSERVATIONS 

Number 1 – Is David sinning by not going out to war? 

The language about David staying in Jerusalem is often thought to be David’s first mistake. But neither is 
this repeated nor is David condemned for staying in Jerusalem while the army went out. This verse does, 
however, establish the setting of the account and foreshadows the method of Uriah’s murder.  
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Number 2 – Who is Uriah? 

Uriah had to be a man of very good standing. First, he married an Israelite woman (daughter of Eliam – a 
Hebrew name) and his house was in Jerusalem near the King's house. This all points to the fact that Uriah 
was a proselyte and a man of good moral character. He came under the banner of the Lord and loved the 
people as David loved the people. 

Number 3 – What is the nature of David and Bathsheba’s relationship? 

Some suspect that David raped Bathsheba; the text does not say this directly. The rape may have been 
statutory because there is no way that she could deny the King. The implication at the end is that Bathsheba 
entered into a willful relationship. “David comforted his wife.” Later, Bathsheba becomes a confidant for 
David in his old age (1 Kings 1:28-31). Also, Bathsheba becomes very honored and esteemed in Solomon’s 
kingdom (1 Kings 2:19). It is suspected that Bathsheba is the mother figure in Proverbs 31. 

Number 4 – Who is the sin against? 

David says the sin perpetrated against Uriah was an afront to God. It is the death of Uriah that is the afront 
to God. This doesn’t excuse the immoral act, but the sin for which God holds David accountable is the 
murder (1 Kings 15:5)  

Number 5 – The justice and mercy of YHWH 

The judgment against David is harsh but does not cost David his life. The death of the child demonstrates 
the justice of God to David and Israel. The child does not take the place of David (as an atonement) but is a 
demonstration of justice. The reason that David’s sin results in the death of others and not himself is 
twofold: 

1. The actions of a king have consequences upon the nation. 

2. God had mercy upon David because of the covenant made previously. David had to survive to 
accomplish all that God had for the nation of Israel. The kingship of David is not about David but so 
that David may bless the people. 

Notice that Nathan does not consult with the Lord, but his instructions and announcement of forgiveness 
were foreknown. God’s forgiveness came before David’s contrition. 

Number 6 – David’s Psalm in light of sin and forgiveness 

Psalm 51 – This psalm of contrition is not written to procure forgiveness; it is because David was forgiven. 
When I fail, I should be contrite, agree with God about my sin, talk to God about my sin; but not to be 
forgiven, rather because I am forgiven. 


