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REVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL IN SAMUEL 

Samuel is commissioned as Judge and leads Israel to many years of peace until he is about to retire from 
being Judge and Israel finds his sons unjust.  Instead of petitioning YHWH for a fix, the tribes of Israel 
demand a king, but not one after God’s design but after their own. God will permit a king of their design as 
an object lesson for Israel. 

Saul, though desiring to do what is right, acts presumptuously, makes silly oaths, acts as a priest in giving a 
sacrifice, and defies the Lord by not utterly destroying the Amalekites. In the end, God rejects Saul as king 
and Samuel grieved over Saul all the rest of life. 

The Lord instructs Samuel to anoint David, son of Jesse, great-grandson of Boaz and Ruth of the line of 
Perez son of Judah, son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham. The history of David begins with him 
helping Saul as he is going through a difficult time of despair and depression by playing music on a harp. As 
he travels back and forth to help his brothers and Saul, he hears a challenge from Goliath and accepts the 
challenge, defeating Goliath and cutting off his head. 

As David increases in popularity and favor having the Holy Spirit greatly upon him, Saul becomes 
increasingly jealous and chases David all over the country. David avoids conflict with Saul, sparing his life 
two times when God gave David the opportunity to kill Saul. 

In the end, Saul and his three most prominent sons die in battle, Saul’s reign comes to an end, and David is 
free to take the throne.    

2 SAMUEL 1-6; 1 CHRONICLES 11-16 – DAVID’S DIFFICULT RISE TO RULE A UNIFIED ISRAEL  

Attempting to complete a harmony of two accounts of a historical narrative is a difficult task. The accounts 
in 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles are not always in the same order. The reason for this is that each of the 
accounts is written to highlight different points. 

The authors of Samuel simply give the accounts as they came about, showing both the good and bad of 
Israel from Saul to David. At the end of 2nd Samuel (21-24), there is a poetic review of the life of David. 
The authors of Kings (probably the same) do the same thing with Solomon and the other kings of Israel and 
Judah as they struggle and eventually fall because of rebellion and sin. 

Chronicles was written many years later, after 1 and 2 Kings, perhaps by Ezra and after the return to 
Jerusalem. It may have been written even after the events of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

The author of Chronicles focuses on the history of Israel, emphasizing the Messianic Hope and the 
stable priestly line. Chronicles begins with Adam (first word) and concludes with the decree of Cyrus to 
return. 

… Chronicles never mentions the Exodus from Egypt. The period of the wandering 
in the desert and the giving of the Torah also do not figure prominently. Chronicles 
also does not focus on the Babylonian exile: All periods when the Israelites did not 
live in the land of Israel are de-emphasized.  

Chronicles very clearly emphasizes the two dynastic political institutions of Judea, 
the Davidic kingdom and the Temple. It highlights the covenant that God made 
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with David, and describes David and his descendants as sitting “on the throne of 
the Lord” (I Chronicles 29:23). David and Solomon are idealized, and the period of 
their reign is described in glorious terms. The story of Solomon’s succession 
highlights this idealization: David is described as announcing to all of Israel that 
God has chosen Solomon as David’s successor (I Chronicles 28:5).  

~ Shawn Aster of Yeshiva University 

In Chronicles, David is the focal point and his character and actions are told with little to no negative 
light. He is cast as the ideal king and a picture of the Messiah of the future (A king of David). This is 
also why the Davidic Messiah (Messiah ben David) picture is prominent in the minds of the Israelites in 
the Gospels.  

The writer ignores nearly all detail about the northern kingdom and focuses on the line of David 
which continues to be traced in Judah.  

The writer highlights the good kings of the Davidic line and includes more information than the 
accounts in Kings, emphasizing how their faithfulness to YHWH leads to blessing and peace. In 
contrast, the bad kings of Judah have new content as well, emphasizing that rebellion and sin lead to 
turmoil and destruction. 

After David, the focus is on the temple and the and the priesthood. After the temple review, Chronicles 
reviews the kings of Judah. 

When we tackle the history of Israel, we may jump around the book of Chronicles as we go through the 
books of Samuel and Kings.  

In the first 10 chapters of 2 Samuel, Chronicles quotes or nearly quotes the accounts in several areas: 

2 Samuel 3:2-5  –  1 Chronicles 3:1-4 

2 Samuel 5:1-10 –  1 Chronicles 11:1-9 

2 Samuel 5:17 –  1 Chronicles 14:8 

2 Samuel 6:1-11 – 1 Chronicles 13:1-14 

2 Samuel 6:12-19 – 1 Chronicles 15:1-16:3 (extra detail in verses 2-25) 

2 Samuel 7:1-29 – 1 Chronicles 17:1-27 

2 Samuel 8:1-18 – 1 Chronicles 18:1-17 

2 Samuel 10:1-19 – 1 Chronicles 19:1-19 

2 Samuel 11:1 – 1 Chronicles 20:1 

2 Samuel 1-4 concerns the immediate aftermath following the death of Saul. 

Chapter 1 – David learns of the death of Saul from an Amalekite who tells an interesting story (read 1-16). 
Then the rest of the chapter is the mourning of David over the death of Saul and Jonathan. 

Chapter 2 – This chapter contrasts two men who were crowned king.  First is David who is crowned king of 
Judah by the men of Judah, the second, the son of Saul, “Ish-bosheth” (Eshbaal), who was crowned king by 
Abner and David taunted in 1 Samuel. 
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In verses 12-32, the civil war that ensues is accounted, and in Chapter 3:1, the house of David was 
growing stronger while the house of Saul was decreasing. 

Chapter 3 – David’s six sons by six different women are accounted; this is repeated in 1 Chronicles 3. 

The rest of the chapter is about Abner, the commander of Saul’s armies turns against Ish-bosheth and 
joins David (read 6-12). 

David agrees as long as Michal, Saul’s daughter, is brought to David (13-16). 

Abner receives counsel from the elders of Israel, and they all agree to recognize David as King (17-21).  

Joab, commander of David’s army, was not too happy with David letting Abner go, thinking it was a 
trap, so Joab sent for Abner and Abner killed him. 

Chapter 4 – Ish-bosheth was slain in his bed by unprincipled men and, thinking they would get favor from 
David, they brought Ish-bosheth’s head to David, but David had some bad news for them (9-12). 

2 Samuel 5-9 is about the nation of Israel under David in its full strength and glory. 

Chapter 5 – The civil war is over, and the nation is unified under David the King. This is where Chronicles 
picks up after the death of Saul. 1 Chronicles 11:1-9. 

David takes Jerusalem and it becomes the capital of Israel.  

Then, the King of Tyre pays tribute by bringing wood, stone, and workers and builds a house for David. 

At this point, David realized that he is being established as King over all Israel for the sake of the people 
of Israel. 

The rest of chapter 5 is about the Philistines challenging David. David inquires of the Lord, and God 
tells him to go and defeat the Philistines (17-25). 

Chapter 6 – David brings the Ark of Testimony from Baale-judah, also known as Kiriath-jearim (Joshua 
15:9; 1 Samuel 7:1). But David learns a valuable lesson (vs. 3-11). 

After seeing that Obed was blessed, David finishes the journey and brings the Ark into Jerusalem. David 
was dancing with all his might before the Lord, but Michal despised David, not understanding what 
David was doing. 

Chapter 7 – This is the most important chapter in the narrative of Samuel, Kings, or Chronicles. We will 
leave it for next week.  

 OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS 

When we read the Bible, we must be careful to read it as the author intended the readers to understand, as it 
was inspired by the Holy Spirit to record the events. This is a historical narrative. The activity of David that 
is suspect to us is neither condemned nor condoned.  

In all the life of David, there is one sin that God condemns outright (1 Kings 15:5). Now, this does not mean 
that David was right before the Lord prior to Bathsheba and Uriah, but that David lived his life in respect for 
God and inquired of the Lord all of his days. He was the apple of God’s eye. 
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So how do you explain these indiscretions? We do not try to. These are events recorded during a time that is 
foreign to us, in a culture that is foreign to us, and in a place that is foreign to us. We do not try to explain 
these away; we simply let them be part of history. 

We do not take the events of the life of David as a prescription. In fact, we must be very careful to take any 
instruction from any part of David’s life as a principle. We must understand the intent of the author here as a 
lesson to Israel and the Kings who would later read this. 

1. Understand the contrast between Saul’s line and David 
2. Understand the overt right actions of David as he respected Saul’s line, not taking vengeance for 

himself but letting God deal with them. David does not rejoice at his kinsman dying but laments 
them and avenges those who kill his enemies. 

3. Understand the unrighteous actions of Saul’s line and how they did not understand that it is not 
about them. 

4. God blesses David on behalf of Israel 

THEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 

YHWH is the focus of history. David understands that this story is not about him but YHWH. David 
recognizes that YHWH has established him as King over Israel for the benefit of Israel.  

David was concerned about the covenant and finishing the work of Moses and Joshua in driving out their 
enemies and establishing the Nation that would be a light to all nations.  

David understands the importance of worship and intends to bring the center of worship into Jerusalem, but 
he appears to underestimate the importance of the Ark of Testimony. Eventually, David honors YHWH by 
bringing the Ark into Jerusalem, which appears to be his high point. 

Read Chapter 7:1 – David has kept the covenant and God gave David rest from all his enemies. 


