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Review of the Purpose of the Letter 

The purpose of the letter is to enlighten the Ephesian church as to the plan of God, to have them understand 
the blessing of God to believers (1:3) so that they would not be isolated from Jewish believers and even 
though they used to be far from Christ they have now been brought near (2:11-15) so that they would 
understand their purpose on earth in being the new administrators during this time under the title “ekklesia” 
(3:9-10). Furthermore, they must not conclude that this “ekklesia” is an afterthought or that Jews were more 
complete or better in some way. This new administration is in accordance with His eternal purpose even 
though it was not revealed previously (3:4-5,11). 

Ephesians 1:3-14 – This passage makes a clear statement concerning the spiritual blessing or literally, the 
proclamation of a spiritual nature (εὐλογίᾳ πνευματικῇ). Remember that this proclamation can be something 
that is received by means of a royal decree or it can be a truth about the person that is revealed by a royal 
decree. 

Paul lists five proclamations of a spiritual nature that are spoken to the saints (1:3–14). 

He wants his readers to understand and rejoice in all that God has done for believers through Jesus Christ. Each 
section could be translated with “praise”:  

1. “Praise God for predestining us” (1:4–6) 
2. “Praise God for redeeming us” (1:7-8a)  
3. “Praise God for the mystery of His will” (1:8b-10) 
4. “Praise God for His inheritance” (1:11-12) 
5. “Praise God for the sealing of the Holy Spirit” (1:13-14) 

Ephesians 1:8b-10 

Literal translation: 

In all wisdom and understanding having made known, known to us the mystery of His will according to His 
good intentions which He purposed in Him for an administration of the fullness of times, to bring together 
all things under one authority in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth in Him. 

Replace the pronouns with their antecedents: 

In all wisdom and understanding having made known, known to believers the mystery of God’s will 
according to God’s good intentions which God purposed in Jesus Christ for the administration of the 
fullness of times, to bring together all things under one authority in Christ, the things in the heavens and the 
things upon the earth in Jesus Christ. 

English Sentence Order: 

(He chose us) having made known the mystery of His will to us for an administration of the fullness of 
times to bring together the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth under one authority in Christ, 
in all wisdom and understanding, according to His good intentions which He purposed in Him.  
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Opening remarks: 

The grace of God that provides redemption and forgiveness which He lavished upon us also has an ultimate 
end. What is God’s intention for us or why does He permit us to participate. 

Analysis: To understand this section, we must start with the primary verb, “He chose us.” Verses 8b-10 help us 
understand God’s intention for the function of believers. The information is brief here in Chapter 1 but is 
expounded in Ephesians 2:11-3:21.  

At the end of verse 8, we have the means for His choosing us and making known to us the mystery of His 
will, “in all wisdom and understanding.” 

Wisdom is the application of knowledge and “φρόνησις phronēsis” deals with thought, the frame of 
mind, and, perhaps, the action associated with thought. This does not refer to our wisdom and insight but 
to God’s wisdom and thoughtful action. The result is not an unintended result but a carefully crafted 
plan and execution of that plan. This simple phrase reinforces the fact that we (the ekklesia) are not an 
afterthought. This was His plan from the foundation of the world. 

Having made known is “γνωρίζω gnōrizō” and means to reveal or make known. This is not a teaching word 
but a revelatory word. This works perfectly with mystery (μυστήριον mustērion), which means a hidden fact 
that is now being brought to light. 

To participate with God’s plan in the Old Testament, a Gentile had to commit himself to God’s people, 
Israel. A Gentile could believe God’s truth and be reconciled to God through the promise of Messiah 
and forgiveness of sins. This was not simply religious; it was a new national identity. They did not 
become Israel; they were nationalized, spiritual immigrants. They could not participate in everything, 
but they were still under the banner of Israel. 

In Ephesians, nationality does not matter. Jew or Gentile believers are now part of a new administration 
since Israel is being disciplined and is set aside for a time. The mystery will of God is not the Gospel; it 
is the new entity, the ekklesia (Ephesians 3:1-6). 

This mysterious will of God is in accordance with His kind intention, “εὐδοκία eudokia.” This is a 
compound word “good” and “thought.” This word is defined as “state or condition of being kindly 
disposed” or “desire, usually directed toward something that causes satisfaction.” 

The emphasis is clear in the Scriptures—God has good intentions toward man. God does not desire pain, 
despair, or death. His desire for the “ekklesia” is not evil. God’s plan is well-intended for us.  

When things go wrong, who do we normally question? In reality, who is to blame if there is an error, 
problem, pain, despair, or death? The fault lands on us who perpetually live in this sinful flesh. 

Which he purposed in Him or He purposed His good intention in Him—God’s plan and intentions, in this 
regard, are for those who are in Him: location, means, spiritual status. 

Verse 10 reads a little awkwardly. The preposition “eis” is translated with a view to. Translating this can be 
difficult. The mystery of His will to us is “for an administration of the fullness of the times.” 

οἰκονομία oikonomia – literally, “house rules,” to manage the house or to administrate. We also use the 
word economy. Darby and others have translated this word “dispensation,” which is “a system of order, 
government, organization of a nation, community. etc., especially as existing at a particular time.” 
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The word in Greek or English does not automatically denote the difference (Luke 16:2; 1Timothy 1:4). 

But when there is a contrast between two or more different “administrations,” then we can compare and 
contrast to see what is the same and what is different. Since we know that this is a newly revealed 
administration, we know that there is something new, something is different in this new administration. 
Is this the same administration as the “ekklesia” or is it a different one? The rest of the text will answer 
this question.    

The word suitable is not in the text. The translators of the NASB are trying to help the reader understand, 
but they botch this one.  

Fullness or fulfillment is the word “πλήρωμα plērōma.” It means that which fills or that which makes 
something complete. In this phrase, we have the fullness of the times. This is a unique phrase. Some 
cross-reference this with Galatians 4:4, but the word for time is different. 

Times (plural) is the word “καιρός kairos” and can mean season, opportunity (Galatians 6:10), or it is 
used for a distinct period of time (1Timothy 4:1; 2Timothy 3:1; Titus 1:3). 

What is the fullness of the times? There are several opinions: 

1. That the time of fulfillment had arrived, we are in it 
2. The final age for the earth 
3. This refers to the Kingdom of God 
4. This refers to the age of ages (eternity future). 

Before we make any conclusion, let us look at the last phrase.  

The summing up is “ἀνακεφαλαιόω anakephalaioō.” This word is used to summarize a point or the more 
prolific usage (extrabiblical) means to bring under a head or one authority. The fullness of times 
indicates the end of time, all the times, all the ages coming to completion.  

Going back to the original sin and original promise, we know that God made everything very good. But then 
both the angelic realm and the physical creation rebelled against God. God’s plan for the redemption of 
mankind also includes all of His creation, including the things in the heavens. 

How can God bring all of creation, all of humanity, and all of the heavens under one headship? The times of 
the Gentiles had to come in so that people from every tribe and every nation would participate. The reason 
the “ekklesia” exists now is that it’s the beginning of the completion of all things coming under one 
headship.   

Rendering of verses 8b-10 

By means of God’s wisdom and insight, He chose us so as to reveal the mystery of the church. The reason 
that the church exists is to include all of humanity with creation and the heavenly realm in His final 
administration when He brings everything under one authority in Jesus Christ. 

Consistent Message: Romans 8:20-22 


