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Review of the Purpose of the Letter 

The purpose of this letter is to enlighten the church at Ephesus as to the plan of God, to have them 
understand the God’s blessing to believers (1:3) so that they would not be isolated from Jewish believers 
and, even though they used to be far from Christ, they have now been brought near (2:11-15) so that they 
would understand their purpose on earth in being the new administrators during this time under the title 
“ekklesia” (3:9-10). Furthermore, they must not conclude that this “ekklesia” is an afterthought or that Jews 
were more complete or better in some way. This new administration is in accordance with His eternal 
purpose even though it was not revealed previously (3:4-5, 11). 

Ephesians 1:3-14 – This passage makes a clear statement concerning the spiritual blessing or, literally, the 
proclamation of a spiritual nature (εὐλογίᾳ πνευματικῇ). Remember that this proclamation can be something 
that is received by means of a royal decree or it can be a truth about someone that is revealed by royal decree. 

Paul lists five proclamations of a spiritual nature that are made to the saints (1:3–14). 

It is clear that he wants his readers to understand and rejoice in all that God has done for believers through Jesus 
Christ. Each section could be translated with “praise”: 

1. “Praise God for predestining us” (1:4–6) 
2. “Praise God for redeeming us” (1:7-8a)  
3. “Praise God for the mystery of His will” (1:8b-10) 
4. “Praise God for His purpose” (1:11-12) 
5. “Praise God for the sealing of the Holy Spirit” (1:13-14) 

Ephesians 1:7-8a 

Literal translation: 

In Whom we have the redemption through His blood, the remission of the sins according to the riches of the 
grace of His which He gave in abundance toward us.   

Replace the pronouns with their antecedents: 

In Jesus Christ, believers have the redemption through Jesus’ blood, the forgiveness of the sins according to 
the riches of the grace of Jesus which Jesus gave in abundance toward believers. 

In Whom – The relative pronoun refers back to the beloved, which we know is Jesus Christ from verse 5. 

Last week, we took a look at the dative preposition “en.” This is used to refer to a location (in Jerusalem), 
condition (in fear), means (by), or time (during). We also saw that there seems to be an all-encompassing 
theological idea called “en formula,” a spiritual location: in the Spirit, in the Lord, in Christ.  

When we look at the content of these various passages, we use this “en formula” to understand the nature of 
the truth that is explained. In this context, the truth statements are “we have redemption” and “we have 
forgiveness.” Now, we use the “en formula” to answer questions that are implied. 

Where do believers have redemption and forgiveness? In Him 

By what means do believers have redemption and forgiveness? By means of Him 
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What is the condition of the believer that provides redemption and forgiveness? In Him 

Throughout this passage, Paul’s emphasis is on this small preposition. Paul emphasizes a current and 
perpetual reality of the believer’s position “in Jesus Christ.”   

The verb is “ἔχω echo,” which is translated means to have, hold, or possess. The verb in the Present Active 
Indicative grammatical structure. This means that the believer has the objects of this verb currently and 
perpetually, from the moment that the person becomes a believer to the day they meet up with the Lord.  

The present active indicative can also relate to status. Believers are ones who possess redemption and 
forgiveness. 

There are two direct objects (no surprise); both objects are articular (the) but are not connected by a 
conjunction. Without a conjunction the two statements are most likely in apposition to one another, meaning 
that the two statements explain one idea in different ways. 

Believers have the redemption that is the remission… 

Redemption is the noun “ἀπολύτρωσις apolutrōsis.” The word and its roots all emphasize payment and one 
paying for another. This word in particular carries the idea of payment paid to release the one purchased 
from one aspect unto another. From what are believers purchased and what is their reality now? 

In the phrase, we know that the redemption was accomplished by means of His blood. That gives us a 
clue. Also, the next noun is expounding the point; forgiveness of sins also indicates what this is talking 
about. In order to understand from what we are redeemed, let’s look at how the word is used elsewhere. 

Romans 3:23-24 – Redemption is necessary because all have sinned. The reason that sin is a problem is 
that it means that we are short of the glory of God.  

Romans 8:18-23 – The redemption of our body is necessary for creation to also be set free. Our bodies 
and creation groan and suffer pain in the present state, waiting for the completion of the redemption of 
our bodies so we can be set free. 

Ephesians 1:14 – In verse 7, believers possess redemption, but it is not yet realized. The Holy Spirit is 
the pledge of that promise. 

Ephesians 4:30 – The Holy Spirit seals us for the day of redemption. There will be a day when what we 
have comes to full realization. 

Romans 6:23 – The wages of sin is death; we need to be released from the penalty of sin. The penalty of 
sin is more than just death, it also means that our bodies are dead, and our bodies need redemption. The 
penalty of sin means that creation has died and needs to be set free. Redemption is our spiritual status 
(royal proclamation of a spiritual nature), but it is not our bodily reality yet. When that day comes, all 
things will be made new and our bodily position as rightful rulers of creation will come to fruition. 

Through his blood is an idiom that refers to Jesus’ sacrificial death.  

Forgiveness is “ἄφεσις aphesis” and literally means “to send away.” This is used literally (Matthew 4:20; 1 
Corinthians 7:11); figuratively, it means the cancellation of debt, specifically the sin debt (Colossians 1:14; 
Acts 10:43-44, 13:35-39, 26:15-18). 
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In the context of sin, there is a spiritual consequence of sin, as stated, which is spiritual death. 
Forgiveness of sin relates to the releasing of the legal obligation because of sin. 

This means that “ἀπολύτρωσις apolutrōsis” and “ἄφεσις aphesis” both relate the same idea from a 
different perspective: 

“ἀπολύτρωσις apolutrōsis” pays the debts, purchases the debt - redemption 

 “ἄφεσις aphesis” is release, free from obligation - forgiveness 

Both are in response to the sin problem and sin is paid for through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

We need to clarify something. The debt is not to Satan; Satan does not rule death. Death is its 
own entity and a reality for all who die without redemption. Christ paid the debt to death though 
His own sacrifice, dying on the cross to pay for our sins. That is redemption.  

But now we owe a debt to God, to Jesus Christ. But God indicates that He releases believers of 
that obligation. That is forgiveness. 

The fact that both these nouns are articular indicates that these are the technical doctrines of God 
in regard to our position in Him. 

The phrase “according to the riches of His grace” is an adverbial clause that modifies the verb “we 
have/possess.” What we have in Jesus Christ is in accordance of the riches (abundance/ploutos) of His grace 
which He gave in abundance (lavished) toward us. 

περισσεύω perisseuō – the word means to superabound in quantity or quality, to be in excess, above and 
beyond what is necessary. 

The grace is undeserved favor. What does it mean that His grace is in excess? It means that whatever we 
have from Him is better than what we think or can even imagine (Ephesians 3:20). In order to save us 
from the penalty of sin (death/hell), what is the most basic idea? Now, realize that we are sons through 
adoption, that we know His plans, we are able to participate with God’s agenda, we are heirs of His 
promise, we have an inheritance waiting for us, and we will rule and reign with Him in His kingdom and 
for eternity.  

Theological Impact of Verses 7-8a 

Redemption describes salvation from the viewpoint of a ransom paid by means of the cross-work of Jesus. 

Redemption is the debt-payment for death and cancellation of the sin-obligation by God. This transaction is 
realized when we believe in Jesus. Three propositions of Jesus: The person of Jesus, the work of Jesus, the 
promise of Jesus. When we believe the proposition of Jesus, then we are redeemed and have forgiveness 
because that debt has been canceled. This is all because of the grace of God, the riches of God’s grace. We 
don’t deserve it. We do not do anything to get it. It’s free. We cannot do anything to earn it or deserve it. It 
is God’s grace. Grace must be freely given, or it is not grace. Not only that, but He also pours on more than 
we need. Our position or relationship with God has changed; believers have been reconciled to Him. God’s 
justice has been satisfied and we are at peace with Him. 


