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THE MESSIANIC HOPE – PART 4 

THE MESSIANIC HOPE 

The Messianic Hope – In the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) there is a theme and a message that those 
who lived during that time and who would read the Old Testament would conclude that there is a message 
from God that promises a figure who would come, restore Israel, and reconcile the world to God.  

THE MESSIANIC HOPE SO FAR 

Luke 24:44-47 – Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must 
be fulfilled.” Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for 
forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

The Messianic Prophecy began in Genesis and increases with more distinctness in the Historical Narrative. 
At first, only the general promise of the seed of the woman is given. Then, Abraham is promised that one of 
his descendants would be this One who would come, restore Israel, and reconcile the world to God. That 
seed line is traced through one of Abraham’s sons, Isaac, from among Isaac’s sons, Jacob, and from among 
the twelve sons of Jacob, Judah is singled out as the seed line from whom the scepter will be placed.  

In the Historical Narrative, the Messianic Promise is clearer. He will be a descendent of David, He will be 
the King, He will have an eternal kingdom, and He will die but will remain forever. 

THE MESSIANIC HOPE IN THE POETIC BOOKS (JOB-SONG OF SONGS, LAMENTATIONS) 

There are many prominent Messianic statements in the Poetic Books. But not every verse is Messianic and 
not every Poetic Book contains predictive texts. 

The Book of Job was written to describe the action and reaction of a man in the worst of circumstances. One 
of the more elusive themes of Job is that of the Messianic Hope. 

Job 9:1-3 – Job understood that man cannot be right before the righteous, almighty God. 
Job 9:29-35 – Job understands that despite anyone’s effort to avoid it, judgment will come, and there is 
nothing in himself, without an advocate, to help. Job greatly desires an arbitrator or judge to vindicate 
him. 
Job 16:19-22 – Job has confidence that there is an Advocate on high who is not like men (Job is contrasting 
the “on high” mediator with his friends). 
Job 19:23-27 – Job’s hope for vindication and restoration is not fleeting; it is a confidence that he knows 
what will happen at the end. Who is this Redeemer? Why say that He lives? Why speak of the resurrection 
of the body? Job understands that there is life after death and there is a Redeemer. 

The word Redeemer is the Hebrew word “ga’al.” This is a verb that means “to act as kin.” The context 
determines in which way the redeemer acts. In most contexts, it is a person who helps kin in times of 
need, to pay off debt, redeem property, or bail them out. 
Is God Job’s kin? But there is a vindicator who can advocate for Job and there is One who will be 
there for Job at the end after death. Based upon this word, the implication is that another human will 
advocate for Job, take rule over the earth, and redeem Job. 
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The book of Psalms is a collection of individual songs that have a coherent message. According to Michael 
Rydelnik, these songs should be read as referring to the future King, the Messiah. D.C. Mitchell also states, 
“The messianic theme is central to the purpose of the collection.” The problem for us is that we do not see it. 
But an Israeli, reading the Psalms, would understand some underlying themes of the collection. For this study, 
we will simply let the various Psalms speak. 

Psalm 2 – The Son of God. The phrase, Today I have begotten you, is actually about the resurrection. 
Psalm 16:10 – Resurrection of the Holy One. Death and resurrection are clear in this verse. 
Psalm 22:6-8 – Let Him deliver him - YHWH will deliver is about the Messiah. 
Psalm 22:9-18 – David is not speaking of himself but of the One who is to come. 
Psalm 34:19-22 – The psalmist changes from the plural to singular in verse 20. 
Psalm 45:6-7 – The One who has the scepter is called Elohim, and Elohim has anointed (mashach) You. 
Psalm 89 

1-37 – Celebration of the eternal Davidic Covenant 
39 – The Davidic crown has been cast to the ground 
40 – Jerusalem has been destroyed 
44 – David’s throne is dismantled 
49-51 – Plea to restore the Davidic Covenant because of the reproach of Your Anointed 

Psalm 110 – The Lord said to my Lord – YHWH says to my Adonai. Why does David, while in the Spirit, 
call the Messiah Lord if it is David’s offspring? The offspring is not greater than the father, is he? This 
entire Psalm is vital to understanding the predictive nature of Messianic Hope. 

He will rule forever 
He will rule over His enemies 
He is a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek (not Levitical) 
His judgments are true and a broad stroke 

Psalm 118:22-24 – Rejected (killed) but restored (resurrected): This is the day the Lord has made! 

The rest of the poetic passages are often argued to have Messianic undertones, but I cannot find anything 
predictive. One could make the case that the wisdom of God is personified in the proverbial teacher (father) 
or the shepherding nature of Ecclesiastes is a Messianic picture. These are interesting (Ecclesiastes 12:10-11) 
speculations, but they do not contain any specific Messianic predictions. Lamentations also ends with a view 
of hope (Lamentations 5:21) but, again, no specific Messianic predictions. 

CONCLUSION 

Reading the Poetic literature not only has overt predicative elements about the Messiah, but there is also the 
tone that leans upon the hope of the future One. Without that hope in the poetry, the failure of Israel is final. 
The reader would read these books and be compelled to wait for the promised One and to believe God that 
He will establish His Messiah and Israel will be saved.   

The Messianic Promise is developing all the more, from vague promises in Genesis to the specific nature of 
the One Seed of David, and, now in the poetry section, we continue to understand some the nature of the 
Messiah and how He will be both God and kin, will die yet remain, will rule forever, and be a priest forever. 


