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REVIEW OF 1 SAMUEL 1-4 

Four people come into focus in the book of 1 Samuel: Samuel, Saul, David, and Jonathan. This account 
serves as a transitional book from a failed individual rule to a monarchy. Saul is that transition. His rise and 
fall serve to introduce the true king, the one anointed by God and not selected by the people. 

The book begins with the gift of God to Hannah which leads to the birth of Samuel. Samuel is chosen by 
God to replace Eli because of the sins of Eli’s sons and Eli’s lack of confrontation.   

We left off with the judgment of Eli’s sons who died in the battle with the Philistines. During that battle, 
30,000 soldiers of Israel die and the ark of the covenant (testimony) is taken. When Eli learns that the ark 
has been captured, he falls off his chair and dies. Thus, Eli and his line are severed.        

1 SAMUEL 5-6 – YWHW Fights for Himself 

Chapters 5-6 tell of the supernatural activity of God against the Philistines and that YHWH made a 
reputation for Himself.  

While the Israelites were mourning over the loss of the ark of God, the Philistines were going to learn a 
valuable lesson: the God of Israel is the only true God. Not only was the principal deity of the Philistines 
thrown down and broken into pieces, but also the Philistines themselves were so harshly dealt with that their 
leaders were compelled to send back the ark into the land of Israel with an offering to appease the wrath of 
God. 

1 Samuel 5:1-5 – The Philistines carried the ark into their capital, Ashdod, and placed it there in the temple 
of Dagon by the side of the idol Dagon, offering it to their false god. Dagon is the fish god, basically a 
merman. Dagon was found fallen before the ark. The workers replaced the idol, but the next morning they 
once again found Dagon lying on his face upon the ground and broken to pieces before the ark of Jehovah 
so that Dagon’s head and the two hollow hands of his arms lay severed upon the threshold, and nothing was 
left but the trunk of the fish.  

1 Samuel 5:6-12 - The act of God was not only on the statue of Dagon, but He also afflicted the people of 
Ashdod. “The hand of LORD was heavy upon the Ashdodites, and He ravaged them (lit. laid them waste).”  

From that point, the Ashdodites were unwilling to keep the ark any longer, because the hand of Jehovah 
oppressed them and their god, Dagon. The rulers of the Philistines assembled and came to the resolution 
to “let the ark of the God of Israel be taken to Gath.”  

The Philistines probably thought that the judgment that the Ashdodites had attributed to the ark of God 
either did not proceed from the ark and the God of Israel, they thought that the city itself was hateful to 
the God of the Israelites, or that the Dagon of Ashdod was weaker than the Jehovah of Israel. They, 
therefore, resolved to let the ark be taken to Gath to pacify the Ashdodites. 

When the ark was brought to Gath, the hand of Jehovah came upon that city as well with very great 
confusion. God afflicted the people of the city, small and great, so that they broke out in boils. 

Then they sent the ark to Ekron, the north-western city of the Philistines. But the Ekronites, who had 
been informed of what had taken place in Ashdod and Gath, cried out when the ark came into their city, 
“They have brought the ark of the God of Israel to us, to kill us and our people; send away the ark of the 
God of Israel, that it may return to its place, and not kill us.” Deadly confusion is literally an alarm 
produced by many sudden deaths ruled in the whole city. 
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As in Gath, the people who did not die were smitten with boils, and the cry of the city ascended to 
heaven. The longer the Philistines resisted and refused to recognize that hand of the only God was 
fighting against them, the more obvious it would become.  

God is making Himself known. YHWH is not a god of human imagination but is the true creator God, 
and YHWH is subordinate to no one. Even if Israel fails, YHWH will not fail. He is the Almighty God 
who was able to destroy His foes. 

1 Samuel 6:1–7:1. The ark was in the land of the Philistines for seven months and had brought destruction to 
all the towns to which it had been taken. Finally, the Philistines resolved to send it back to Israel and, 
therefore, called their religious leaders to ask them, “What shall we do.” The question seems to be less about 
what to do and more how to do it. Their response was to include a guilt offering.  

The offering appointed by the Philistines was to serve as compensation and to satisfy the God of Israel 
for the robbery committed upon Him by the removal of the ark of the covenant.  

The offering was to correspond to the number of the princes of the Philistines. According to verse 5, 
they were to make images resembling their boils and the fieldmice which overran the land. 

With this, we have an idea about how God oppressed the people with disease and pestilence. Remember 
back in Egypt, both boils and rodents were part of the plagues (Exodus 8:20-24, 9:8-9; Leviticus 11:29). 
There is an absolute correlation between the plagues of Egypt and the Philistines; God is making 
Himself known using the history of Israel. YHWH is saying that He is the same God that brought Israel 
out of Egypt. 

Read verses 6-8 – This passage demonstrates that the people knew the history of Israel’s exodus from 
Egypt and took the warning of the boils and rodents very seriously.  

They arranged the ark for transport in a manner that would demonstrate the reverence which ought to be 
shown a powerful deity. The Philistines were to take a new cart, add a yoke to two cows upon which no 
yoke had ever come to pull the cart, and to take away their young ones (calves) from them into the stall. 
They were to put the ark on the cart along with the golden things to be presented as a guilt offering, 
which was to be in a small chest by the side of the ark and to send it away not being driven or guided.  

They used the travel of the ark by the cows as a test. If the ark goes to Israel, then YHWH has done this; 
but if not, we’ll know that YHWH has not done this (lit. by chance). This was nothing more than a test 
of God and the Israelites, one that proved (in their minds) the superiority of the LORD. 

The cart comes to Beth-Shemesh to the delight of Israel and the chagrin of the Philistines. The cart had 
arrived at the field of Joshua, and there it stood still before a large stone. The inhabitants (Israel) 
chopped up the wood of the cart and offered the cows to the Lord as a burnt offering.  

In the meantime, the Levites had taken the ark with the chest of golden presents and placed it upon the 
large stone. The leaders of the Philistines stood looking at this and returned the same day to Ekron. The 
conclusion is that the Philistines knew that the ark was the reason for their peril. 

Verses 17-18 simply restate the guilt offering of the Philistines. 

1 Samuel 6:19–7:1. The people of Beth-Shemesh did something stupid—they looked in the box; they 
opened the ark of the Lord. The number is strange. Normally a Hebrew number has the large number 
first then the smaller number. Here, however, the number is 70 – 50,000. 
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“And He struck down among the men of Beth-Shemesh because the saw into the ark of YHWH and He 
struck down among the people seventy men fifty thousand men and they mourned…” This probably 
indicates that of the 50,000 men, 70 were struck down. 

Their response was, “Who is able to stand before the LORD, God the Holy One? And to whom shall He 
go up from us?”  

In this statement, the people understood that the cause was their unholiness and not treating the ark of 
God with the reverence it deserves. Therefore, they sent messengers to Kirjath-jearim to announce to the 
inhabitants the fact that the ark had been sent back by the Philistines and to entreat them to take it away. 

In the end, the Philistines return the ark of the covenant to Israel after God makes Himself known to 
them. Then the ark is transported to a new location.     

1 SAMUEL 7 – Samuel’s last days as a judge 

The first two verses indicate the new location for the ark of the covenant. It does not remain at Shiloh but is 
left at Kiriath-jearim for 20 years and is not moved until David transports it to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6). 

In verses 3-4, we discover why Israel was unsuccessful against the Philistines—they were worshiping the 
Lord with the Baals and the Ashtaroth, again! 

Verses 5-6 – Samuel the prophet is also a judge! 

Verses 7-14 – Israel is successful, having turned to the Lord, and the Lord fights for them yet again! 

Verses 15-17 – Samuel’s ministry is summarized. 

1 SAMUEL 8 – Israel demands a king 

There is a span of time between 7:14 and 8:4 

The people respected Samuel but recognized that Samuel’s sons were not godly men. Battle-weary Israel, 
seeing the failure as a self-ruled nation (God being their King), demanded a human king. The problem here 
is not their demand for a king but that they did not seek the Lord’s guidance and sought one for themselves. 

Verses 10, 18-22. God gave them a warning, but in the process, He gave them a valuable lesson. If you 
choose your king, he will fail. If God chooses your king, he will be a blessing.  

The warning was not heeded, and Samuel sent the people back to their homes. The king search-committee 
had begun.  

CONCLUSION 

1 Samuel is a book of transition. 

The faithfulness of God – If Israel fails, YHWH will still make Himself known. 

The transition from judges to a monarchy begins. 


