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INTRODUCTION 

We are progressing through the history of Israel as taught in the Hebrew Scripture at a metered rate. We 
began this process a little over 3 years ago with the study of Genesis. So far we have traversed 3,000 years 
of history from the creation of the world, to a worldwide, cataclysmic flood, to the separation of people 
through the judgment of languages at Babel, to the choice of one of those nations through Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, to the salvation of that nation from Egypt through the wilderness, to the conquest of the Promised 
Land of Canaan, to the period of self-rule where there was no king in Israel and all did what was right in 
their own eyes. 

The plan of God often gets questioned as we move forward into the history of the kings. The conversation 
that God has with Samuel is often highlighted, “The LORD said to Samuel, ‘Listen to the voice of the 
people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from 
being king over them.’” (1 Samuel 8:7)  

From this, it is often thought that the human kings of Israel were an afterthought, a plan B, and that, 
therefore, God shifted His plans to now include a human king. 

But this human kingly line was planned from the beginning: Genesis 49:8-10 – Judah was to be the 
ruling tribe and there would be one, Shiloh, that would have the obedience of all men. During the time 
from Joshua until Saul, who was ruling? It was not Judah; it was supposed to be YHWH with prophets 
being His mouthpiece. Even at times in Judges, the Angel of the Lord came and spoke to the people 
directly, but there was no federal leadership even under the judges. Where is this leadership from the 
tribe of Judah? That is yet to come. 

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 gives of YHWH’s law for choosing a king. The rejection of God in 1 Samuel 8:7 
is not a rejection of God as King (although that is also true) but of the Law of God as to whom they 
wanted to be king. They did not seek the Lord and ask Him to appoint a king; they wanted a king of 
their own design. 

Did YHWH desire to be king over Israel? Yes, but God’s plan included a human kingship, one that He 
designed, one that would also produce Shiloh, the King of Israel, the King of Kings, the Messiah. 

The people’s choosing of Saul is a lesson to Israel. When the people chose their kings instead of 
YHWH, these kings oppressed the people, not being subject to the true King, YHWH. 1 Samuel 8:9-20 
– If God is not the ultimate authority, then the king will be oppressive to the people.  

I believe it was part of God’s plan for the people to come to terms with the fact that they needed federal 
leadership and not have all people live according to their own standards. The period of the judges was 
that lesson. They saw the problem, but they had the wrong solution. They were supposed to go to the 
Lord and ask Him for the solution, not try to solve it themselves. 

WHY A HARMONY OF THESE FOUR BOOKS? 

The progression of 1 and 2 Samuel through 1 and 2 Kings is chronological from the period of the judges to 
the Babylonian Captivity. However, 1 and 2 Chronicles overlay these four books, summarizing the 
information while going back to the beginning of Creation and concluding with the return from the 
Babylonian Captivity. 

Instead of trying to teach through each book, we will progress through the history of Israel using these six 
books as a whole.    
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METHOD OF THE STUDY 

As one can observe, the details in Samuel and Kings will be much greater than in Chronicles. For the most 
part, we will progress through the four books of Samuel and Kings and supplement information from 
Chronicles with comparison and contrast as is necessary.   

To progress with the Historical Narrative, this study will summarize sections while hitting the highlights of 
major events. This will not be a verse-by-verse study, but, at times, we will slow down and look at a 
particular section to grasp important theological lessons. 

First, let us look at a survey of each of these books. 

SURVEY OF 1 SAMUEL 

Four people come into focus in the book of 1 Samuel: Samuel, Saul, David, and Jonathan. Those four 
people mark the outline of the book as well. This account serves as a transitional book from a failed self-rule 
to the monarchy. Saul is that transition. His rise and fall serve to introduce the true king, the one anointed by 
God and not selected by the people. 

The book begins with God’s gift to Hannah which leads to the birth of Samuel. By Chapter 8, the people 
have failed miserably, having lost the ark of the covenant to the Philistines. In response to the defeat, the 
people demand a king. That king is not chosen by God but by the people. 

This book is divided into three sections: Samuel as judge and prophet (1–7), the reign of Saul from his 
election until his rejection (8–15), and the decline of Saul’s kingdom during his conflict with David, whom 
God had chosen to be the leader of His people in the place of Saul (16–31).     

SURVEY OF 2 SAMUEL 

This book contains the history of David’s reign, arranged according to its leading features: the 
commencement of David’s reign as king of Judah at Hebron, where the other tribes of Israel adhered to the 
house of Saul (1–4); David unites the kingdom and is king over all Israel (5–9); David’s decline, a 
consequence of his sin (10–20); and the close of his reign (21–24).  

SURVEY OF 1 AND 2 KINGS 

The main person in this part of this account is Solomon. 1 Kings 1–11 contains the ups and downs of 
Solomon’s reign: Solomon is first anointed and crowned king of Israel (1-2); the glory Israel develops under 
Solomon (3:1–5:14); the building and the dedication of the temple (5:15–9:9), the expansion and economy 
of Israel under Solomon (9:10–28); Solomon’s fame reaches international favor and the testimony of the 
Queen of Sheba (10); Solomon’s decline after he fell because of his idolatry (11). 

The second part is the rebellion (judgment) of the 10 tribes from the monarchy of the line of David. After 
the death of Solomon, the Kingdom divides (12-15); the account shifts to the various kings of Israel and 
Judah, the Divided Kingdom (1 Kings 16:1-2 Kings 10:17); the rise of Jehu, who tried to restore the worship 
of YHWH and destroy the Baal worshipers, the progression of bad to worse, culminating with the fall of the 
Northern Kingdom, and the Samaritans are introduced (2 Kings 10:18-17:41). 

The final part of Kings deals with the Kingdom of Judah, where eight kings are highlighted from Hezekiah 
through Zedekiah and culminates with the capture and destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple (18-25). 
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SURVEY OF 1 AND 2 CHRONICLES 

The Chronicles extend over a very long period of the historical development of the Israeli Kingdom. The 
information begins with genealogical information from Adam through the extended line of the twelve tribes 
(1 Chr 1-9); picks up from the death of Saul and the expansion under David (1 Chr 10-29); Solomon’s reign 
is retold (2 Chr 1-9); the history of the Kingdom of Judah through its fall (2 Chr 10-36:21); the book 
concludes with the declaration of Cyrus to let Israel return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple of the Lord 
(2 Chr 36:22-23). 

PROPHETS 

During this historical account we are also introduced to several prophets: 

Samuel 

Nathan 

Ahijah 

Shemaiah 

Jehu 

Micaiah 

Hanani 

Elijah 

Elisha 

Joel 

Isaiah 

Amos  

Hosea 

Micah 

Habakkuk 

Zephaniah 

Jeremiah 

Ezekiel 

 


