
EPHESIANS INTRO PART 2 

Beth Haven Church, Kansas City, Missouri Ephesians 002 

The Life of Paul 

Details of Paul’s life are given to us by his testimony in Acts. Coupled with a few details from 
Galatians and the letters to Corinth, we can piece together the life of Paul and come to an 
understanding of his origins, his personality, and apostleship. In Acts 22, Paul provides a major 
part of what we need to understand about him. 

Acts 22:1-3 – Paul was born in Tarsus. This is a well-known fact, but its significance is often 
overlooked. In Acts 22:25-28, Paul discloses that he was born a Roman citizen. How can this 
be? Are Jews typically Roman during this time? History reveals that Rome conquered 
Jerusalem in 63 BC. Before that time, many Jews lived in Rome. We know this because, in 
139 BC, all Jews who were not Italian citizens were ordered out of Rome. Notice that there 
are only a few generations between that decree and Paul being born in Tarsus. Tarsus was 
a Roman colony in Cilicia. To advance Rome, areas were not simply conquered by war, but 
Roman cities were decreed to influence the culture. Some Roman citizens (@200) would 
populate a city to rule as magistrates and help change the culture.  Persons who volunteered 
for this would be given rights, land, and money.  In 67 BC, Tarsus was made a Roman 
colony and a university was established there in 41 BC. We don’t know when, but it can be 
safely determined that Paul’s ancestral line was part of the early Roman colonization of 
Tarsus. Being that Paul was from one of these colonies and was born a citizen, he had a 
claim to aristocracy and position. 

Paul being born a Roman citizen did not mean he had to give up his religious identity.  Under 
Julius Caesar, Judaism was recognized as a legal religion and was tolerated as long as it did 
not interfere with Roman culture. In Acts 22:3, Paul states that he was born in Tarsus but 
raised in Jerusalem under the tutelage of Gamaliel. Gamaliel was basically the Dean of 
Education for the Sanhedrin. Being that Paul was sent to Jerusalem and was educated 
under one of the most respected Jews in Judea, Paul was blessed with wealth and prestige.  
Paul was both a Roman aristocrat and a Jewish Pharisee.  

The respect Paul had as a young Pharisee is understood in Acts 22:4-5. In verse 4, the role 
of persecuting men and women who proclaimed the Way with both imprisonment and death 
could only be granted by the elders and only to ones who were the most dedicated to the 
Sanhedrin. Then afterward in verse 5, Paul was granted letters and approvals from the Chief 
Priests and the council to go to Damascus. Why was Damascus a target? The problem with 
persecuting the Way in Jerusalem was Roman authority. If these persecutors caused too 
much of a disturbance, then the Roman leadership would determine the fate of the believers 
and not the Sanhedrin. Damascus had a high population of Jews, and it was known that 
believers fled to Damascus after the stoning of Stephen. Damascus was outside the Roman 
Empire and loosely ruled by the King of Arabia. Therefore, Paul had the freedom to 
persecute and imprison without any interference. The letters he received would have given 
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him the authority to perform his task over the Jewish authorities in Damascus. God 
prevented this from occurring. 

Acts 22:6-11 – But…Paul then gives testimony of Jesus appearing to him and speaking to 
him. He was blinded until Ananias came to heal him and told Paul his mission. 

Acts 22:12-16 – Ananias told him to receive his sight to be baptized. Acts 9:17-19 also gives 
some of the events.  

Between verses 22:16-17 there is a span of time. Back to 9:19-25, Paul enters Damascus 
explaining that Jesus is the Christ. Afterward, Paul went to Jerusalem. In Galatians 1:16-18, 
Paul explains that he went to Arabia. While in Arabia, Paul received direct revelation from 
Jesus, then returned to Damascus, then finally went to Jerusalem to meet up with the 
apostles.  

Back to Acts 9:26-30; 22:17-21 – The apostles initially rejected Paul, but Barnabas supports 
him despite much opposition. It appears through reading that the anger of the Sanhedrin 
turns from persecuting the apostles and focuses on Paul. After the account in Acts 22 and 
the threats to Paul’s life, the apostles send Paul to Tarsus with instruction from the Lord. 

Observations:  

1. Paul was shaped and prepared for his mission, understanding both Jewish and Gentile 
culture. 

2. Paul was chosen for service, not salvation. 

3. His past, experience, dedication, and zeal are used as the ultimate example for the church. 

4. Because he is chosen and sent out by Jesus Christ, he is an apostle (1 Corinthians 9:1). 

5. Because Paul is an apostle of Jesus Christ, he is chosen to proclaim the Word of God. This 
is why the churches listen to him and why we value what he wrote to them as Scripture, the 
revelation of God through Paul. 

6. Peter agrees that Paul’s words are Scripture (2 Peter 3:14-16). 

The City of Ephesus 

• Major seaport 
• Major hub for travel and trade 
• Direct route to Babylon 
• Highly pagan 
• Temple of Artemis – Greek god, daughter of Zeus and brother of Apollo 
• The idolatry was highly sexualized 
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Paul and the Ephesians  

Acts 19:1-7 – Paul finds disciples of John 

• They were Jews 
• 12 believers were probably enough to start a fellowship 
• They experience the manifestations of the Holy Spirit 

Acts 19:8-10 – Patience and perseverance of Paul 

• Three months in the synagogue 
• Many Jews 
• The twelve men were with him 
• After the Jews were speaking evil of the Way, Paul withdrew and took the twelve men 

with him 
• Teaching daily for two years for both Jews and Greeks 

Acts 19:11-20 – Many marvelous miracles 

• Unique healing by God through Paul 
• Some Jewish exorcists tried to duplicate the miracles 
• Fear (respect for God and Jesus Christ and the Spirit) gripped the Ephesians 

Acts 19:21-41 – Paul’s plan, no small disturbance 

• Paul made preparations to go back to Jerusalem through Macedonia and sent Timothy 
and Erastus on ahead of him. 

• A jealous mob led by Demetrius rose up against Paul 
• The assembly was an open forum, not a church. 
• After the uproar, Paul exhorted the twelve and left for Macedonia. 

Acts 20:17-38 

• Paul, on his way back to Jerusalem from Macedonia, came to Miletus and called for the 
elders of the church in Ephesus. 

• Farewell (55AD?)  
• Paul writes the letter (60-63 AD) 
• From the time he last saw them to the time he wrote to them: 5-8 years 

 


