
BD	004	 BHC	KC	2020	

WHO IS GOD? PART 4 

INTRODUCTION 

The Bible can be simplified into various themes that run from its beginning to end. Some of the themes are 
the redemptive program, the Messianic thread, creation/corruption/restoration, among others. The primary 
expression of the Bible answers the question, who is God? 

This study will look at the primary characteristics, actions, and the plan of God. It would take a lifetime to 
cover all the details. The student of the Word of God is tasked with perpetually understanding and growing 
in the knowledge of God. 

When coming to this study, we must remember the basic principle of studying God. We must understand 
that the Bible is God’s revelation. Through His Word, He reveals information about Himself. The most 
important question that the student must ask about any biblical text is, “What does this teach me about 
God?” The Scriptures attest to two facts: God is incomprehensible, and God is knowable. To say that He is 
incomprehensible is to come to terms with the fact that our minds cannot have any knowledge or 
understanding about Him without His intervention. To say that He is knowable is to be humble in light of 
our limitations and yield to Scripture to teach us about God. 

THE CHARACTERISTICS / ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 

A characteristic is defined as “a feature or quality belonging typically to a person, place, or thing and 
serving to identify it.” An attribute is “a quality or feature regarded as a characteristic or inherent part of 
someone or something.” What is the difference? Nothing, really. The one area where one could draw a 
distinction is an attribute is tied to what someone does, where a characteristic does not need to have action 
involved.  

It is impossible to try to define God. “If a definition consists of ‘a word or phrase expressing the essential 
nature of a person or thing,’ then God cannot be defined, for no word or even phrase could express His 
essential nature. No one could put together such a definition of God.” - Ryrie 

Describing God is not an attempt to define God but to understand Him as He describes Himself through His 
Word. The various characteristics or attributes of God are not components of God. Each describes His total 
being. Also, all of these qualities are perfect. When we see these qualities displayed by God, they become 
the standard of perfection. 

 SPECIFICS 

A. Eternal – God has always existed. His existence extends endlessly in the past and in the future (Psalm 
90:2; Genesis 21:33). 

B. Independent – God does not need His creation, no one can instruct God, and He does not need to be 
worshiped (Isaiah 40:13-14; Acts 17:24-25). 

C. Unchanging – God is never inconsistent or growing or developing (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17). 

D. Infinite – God has no bounds or limits. He is not limited by the universe or by time-space boundaries. 
Sometimes that can be expressed as omnipresence (He is everywhere at the same time), but I consider this a 
subset of His infinity (1 Kings 8:27; Psalm 139:7-11). 
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E. Omnipotent – God is all-powerful and able to do anything consistent with His nature. The word Almighty 
is used only of God in the Bible, occurring fifty-six times, and is the basis for the concept of omnipotence 
(Genesis 17:1; 2 Corinthians 6:18; Revelation 1:8, 19:6). In the past, God’s power was seen in creation, in 
preserving all things, in delivering Israel from Egypt, and is most evident in the resurrection of Christ from 
the dead.  

F. Omniscient – God knows everything, things actual and possible. God knows all His works from the 
beginning (Acts 15:18; Isaiah 45:21). He numbers and names the stars (Psalm 147:4). Jesus Christ displayed 
omniscience when He declared what might have happened in Tyre and Sidon (Matthew 11:21).  

G. Holy –This means separation from all that is common or unclean. In respect to God, holiness means not 
only that He is separate from all that is unclean and evil, but also that He is perfectly pure and distinct from 
all others. His holiness is a purity of being and nature as well as of will and act (Psalm. 99:3, 5, 9; Isaiah 6:1-
3; Revelation 4:8). 

H. Righteous - Related to holiness, righteousness is a distinct quality of God. Holiness relates to God’s 
separateness, righteousness to His justice. Righteousness has to do with legality and morality. God is right. 
There is no law or standard that He is held against and there is no one who can even accuse Him of wrong. 
The Law is a truncated expression of His righteousness. 

It is because He is righteous that He must hold sin and those who are unrighteous accountable. From this 
quality of God, we see the attributes of justice, judgment, and wrath. The combination of holiness and 
righteousness leads to the penalty of sin being death, separation from God. 

I. Truth – That which is in agreement to that which is represented. Included in this are the ideas of veracity, 
faithfulness, and consistency. God is the only true God and, thus, He cannot lie and is always reliable (John 
17:3; Titus 1:2; Romans 3:4; Hebrews. 6:18). 

J. Love – God desires what is best for us and acts in such a way that demonstrates this desire (1 John 4:8; 
Romans 5:6-8; John 3:16). 

Because He is truth and love, God makes promises he cannot break, demonstrates grace and mercy, 
forgives, and is patient.  

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT 

The most problematic aspect in the review and the study of the description of God is the desire to emphasize 
one quality over another. We must not do this. Each quality is there perfectly. There is a problem with 
emphasizing His justice without His mercy, His righteousness without love, His holiness without grace. 

These are not contradictions, but they are something we cannot fully understand. We do not seek balance; 
we seek reality and when the Word of God teaches on one or more of His characteristics or attributes, then 
we learn them as presented, without forgetting other qualities that are taught elsewhere. 


